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For good or ill, history is made 


W 



As Gerry Adams visits Number 10 yesterday, a former paratrooper (top left) and Sinn Fein supporter make their views known Photographs (dockwise): Absolute/David Rose/Dave Thomson 


Sprewe!! 


Tony Blair yesterday - 
became die first Prime 
Minister since Uoyd • 
George in 1921 to 
welcome aSinn Fein; 
leader to 10 Downing • 
Street when he met a 
delegation led by Gerry 
Adams-Coffn Brown, ' 
Chief Political 
Correspondent, . reports 
on 53 minutes in 
Downing Street that Mr 
Adams called ‘a good 
momentin history*. 


with Lloyd George which led to 
partition, which Mr Adams 
said was “unfinished business'*. 
V Mr • Adams, Martin 
McGuinness, and five Sinn 
Fein members arrived 10 min- 
utes early for their meeting in 
two red Toyota people-carriers, 
to be greeted by cbeere from 
supporters and jeers from op- 
ponents. As Mr Adams and Mr 
McGuinness stepped inside, 
they were handed a Christmas 


card bearing a dov e of peace by 
Rita Restorick, mother of the 
last soldier killed in Nonhem 
Ireland. 

There was a handshake be- 
tween Mr Blair and Mr Adams 
before the Prime Minister 
showed Mr Adams, Mr 
McGuinness and their delega- 
tion to the Cabinet room, 
where they used first names 
over cups of tea. Mr Blair was 
flanked bv officials and Mo 


Mowlam, the Northern Ire- 
land Secretary, who pointed out 
that it was “no! helpful" for the 
Sinn Fein leader to have wished 
“good luck" to the IRA killer 
who escaped from the Maze 
Prison on the eve of the talks. 

Across the table, they faced 
a delegation which included 
some with criminal records for 
terrorist offences. There was a 
symbolic importance in the 
meeting. Mr Blair told the 


Sinn Fein leaders, hut it was 
more important that they were 
working for a settlement. If 
there was a return to violence 
they “would lose the best 
prospect we have had for a gen- 
eration and there can be no go- 
ing back to that." 

Mr Adams had responded 
to the Prime Minister s chal- 
lenge by saying Sinn Fein had 
signed up to the six Mitchell 
principles, which included a 
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The Prime Minister yesterday 
sat down- across the Cabinet 
table from the former chief of 
staff of the IRA and told him: 
‘'May I look you in the eye and 
hear yon say you are commit- 
led to peaceful means?” 

. Six years eaiiier, John Ma- 
jor’s Cabinet had dived for cov- 
er under the table daring an 
IRA mortar attack. The risks of 
the meeting were not lost an Mr 
Hair and Mr Adams, nor was 
the sense of history. After walk- 
ing through the front door of 
Downing Street, the Sinn Fein 
delegation waited in an ante- 
room decorated with portraits 
of past prime ministers, Lloyd 
George, Balfour and Glad- 
stone, aU of whom, Mr Adams 
reminded Mr Blair in the Calks, 
had tried and Ailed to resolve 
the Irish question. 

- Mfchatf Collins, the last 
Sian Fein loader to have 
crossed the. threshold of Num- 
ber Ten, iff 1921, was assassi- 
natedayearaftirs^ning a deal 


vIlTH 


Keep the peace door open 


Several cabinet ministers threw them- 
selves under the table during the last re- 
publican visitation to Downing Street 
Yesterday was a happier, better day. a 
conspicuous advance on the times when 
the republican intention was destruction 
and assassination. 

Gerry Adams. Martin McGuinness 
and their associates went in by the front 
door, clutching nothing more lethal than 
briefcases and filofaxes. 

In receiving the Sinn Fein delegation 
They Blair must have believed he was talk- 
ing to some of the leaders of the ERA. 
for he has said Sinn Fein and the ERA 
are inextricably linked. He held no illu- 
sions, in other words, about the bauds 
what he was shaking. 

He was talking to them because he. 
like the Irish government and John 
Hume of the SDLR subscribes to the con- 
cept of transition. He dearly believes that 
even a movement with roots so deeply 
implanted in the use of force can be 
brought into politics. 

"Some of this springs from new Labour 
pragmatism and impatience with the old 
stalemates, some from a cool judgement 
that the Adams leadership is serious 


BY DAVID 
MCKITTRICK 


about the unprecedented project of 
b ringin g the entire republican movement 
into politics. 

At first this collided with the old Tory 
and Unionist belief that the Irish ques- 
tion was basically insoluble and that tak- 
ing risks like this was futile since the 
republican leopard would never change 
its spots. Yesterday's encounter had its 
critics, of course, but it gave rise to lit- 
tle sense of a fierce outciy, outside me- 
dia circles. 

The peace process began life as an 
Irish nationalist creature, and was thus 
instinctively opposed by Unionists. But 
as the months have gone by buzzwords 
such as peace, miking and dialogue have 
taken root within ihe Unioaist commu- 
nin' too. First the businessmen, then some 
clerics, then even the paramilitary groups 
- some of whom have already been to 


Downing Street - slipped into peace 
process mode. 

Now David Trimble. leader of the Ul- 
ster Unionists, regularly finds himself in 
the same mom as Gerry Adams at the 
Stormont talks. And now Gerry Adams 
finds himself talking to Tony Blair in 
Number 1»». facing the British prime min- 
ister and also facing some facts. 

One key fact N that Irish unity is not 
to be found in the foreseeable future: any 
conceivable agreement will still leave 
Northern Ireland as pan of the United 
Kingdom. Ergo, the sceptics say. the IRA 
will go back to violence. 

Yet there is still much for republicans 
to gain from the process a sense that they 
can make considerable interim advances, 
a sense that they may yet ultimately reach 
their goal, a sense of self-esteem. 

Tony Blair will not have promised 
them the moon, will not have attempt- 
ed to kid them that their dreams will all 
be answ ered. He may well be content if 
he has bolstered their sense that the peace 
process can work and that polities van 
achieve more for them than that mortar 
attack, and all the other acts of violence, 
ever did. 


commitment to “democratic 
and exclusively peaceful means 
of resolving political issues", to 
gain entry to the cross-party 
talks. Later Mr Blair defended 
the meeting: “What I think is 
worth doing is taking risks, 
even with people who in prior 
times have been engaged in ac- 
tivity we have all condemned. 
It’s important to take those risks 
to give us that chance. 1 know 
il’s difficult for people when 
they see Sinn Fein coming into 
Number 10 Downing Street" 

Mr Adams said: “We come 
from a small island of 5 million 
people of grief and pain and di- 
vision over the centuries. We 
want to see it ending ... This was 
a good moment in histoiy.” 

The Sinn Fein team raised 
a shopping-list of causes - de- 
mands for a public inquiry into 
Bloody Suaday; release of re- 
publican prisoners: removal of 
hi-lech observation posts in 
Armagh: abolition of Britain's 
legislative claim to sovereign- 
ty over Ulster. A member of the 
team said decommissioning 
was never mentioned but de- 
tailed talks over the future of 
the Province will continue in 
Stormont. After yesterday’s 
talks, which both sides de- 
scribed as "positive", the peace 
process remains on track. 

Mr Adams urged Mr Blair 
to press David Trimble, the Ul- 
ster Unionist leader, to agree 
to a face-to-face meeting with 
the Sinn Fein president. 

Mr Adams said such a meet- 
ing with Mr Trimble would 
mark a further historic step, but 
Downing Street conceded that 
was one request which was 
outside Mr Blair's power. 


i 




TODAY'S NEWS 


Kyoto takes first step 

-Jteprcsentatives of the worlds nations in Kyoto have 
agreed do a dedsive step to bqgin tackling die threat ot 
man-made dimate change. 

r " However, ft vrill take aboui six years before it will be 
prissi&te to judge whether the developed countries 
whtrfi have agreed to cue their annual output of sk key 
global Warm%g 3 ses - are actually goin g to driven 
. >The biggest doubt ts over whether the United Stares. 
With Its - anti-Kyotoma jority in Congress, wHJ see re 
through. Pages 9 and 19 


Foster toy ‘hurtful’ 

Adoption agencies yesterday ailed for a virtual reality toy. 
which tries to represent the raising of a foster child, to be 
removed from shops. 

The British Agencies for Adoption and Fostering said 
they were appalled at the toy, ailed Kimoka. saying thac ft 
was “insensitive” and “hurtful” to children who had been 
fostered or adopted. Children who play with Kimoka can 
feed her. educate her. play with her and discipline her if 
she is naughty. When Kimokos IQ reaches a certain level 
she is adopted. Page 3 


MPs forecast big revolt 

Labour left-wingers were predicting a new and even bigger 
revolt over disability benefits last night after 47 MPs voted 
3gainst plans to cut lone parents’ payments. Page 7. 


Cook heads for races 


Robin Cook has set a priority for his first visit to the 
Chinese mainland as Foreign Secretary, Officials have been 
cold chat on the Hong Kong leg of the trip, their boss must 
have his night at the Happy Valley race track. Page 11 
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INSIDE TODAY 


Suzanne Moore: 
So who is this bitch 
you’re smacking 
up, exactly? 

COMMENT/19 



Cannabis: The 
Independent on 
Sunday conference 
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"Take it from me, 
your memory need never 
let you down again." 


Bv Dumiiiic O'Kiieu, liv e limv'. World \Umon Oh.unpi 



TVE CREATED Soper 
Memory Power, together 
with Linguapbone, one of 
the world's leading pub- 
lishers of self-education 
courses, to help you take 
control of the vast potential 
of your memory - just as 
1 did to become World 
Memory Champion five con- 
secutive times. 

Many people find they can't 
remember crucial facts just when 
they need them. When that 
happens, the consequences can 
be embarrassing and sometimes 
disastrous 


Transform your memory, 
transform your life. 

Tust think of all the 
opportunities a better memory 
will open up. You’ll be able to 
remember names and faces.- 
speak in public with a new 
confidence and clarity, study 
new subjects more effectively. 


and impress the world with 
your dazzling encyclopaedic 
knowledge, /n fact, you’ll have 
all the racts and figures you 
need at your fingertips. 

It worked for me - 
so it can work for you. 

"You don’t have to be an 
academic high flyer to have a 
powerful, reliable memory. Look 
at me. I left school before doing 
’A’ levels - just because I thought 
I was going to fail. 

If only I'd known then that 
one day I’d be able to remember 
countless telephone numbers, 
friends' birthdays and plan 
business appointments months 
in advance. 

The reason Super Memory 
Power works is that it’s based 
an a simple method that every- 
one can use. 

Youll start improving your 
memory right from the first 
lesson. And it has the endorse- 
ment of Linguaphone. 

See for yourself - FREE. 

“Send for your FREE demon- 
stration cassette and information 
pack now. Along with full 
details of the techniques youll 
be using to improve your 
memory, youll see for yourself 
just how easy and effective it is. 
Ill also tell you about our 1 4-day 
home tnal. 

Simply telephone free on 
GSOO 177 199 or complete and 
return the coupon below." 


CALL 0800 177199 FREE 


YES. OF COURSE I imuU like to improve my memory skills. Please settd 
me a Jmonstration cassette atiJ injormation pack on Dominic O’Brien's 
'Super Memory Point" 


Mr.’Mrs/Miw/Ms 


Address 


Postcode 


IDMPtP 


Post to nqiureJi Soper Memory Power, Freepost, London 5W15 ?77 
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Y COLUMN ONE 

Why women have a 
higher order orgasm 


PEOPLE 


UPDATE 


The brain, as any right-thinking person knows, is the most important sex 
organ. Now doctors think they know why. 

The proof comes, in part from a 44 year old woman with an unusual 
medical problem. She would be shopping, doing the housework, or lis- 
tening to the radio when, doctors from the Western General Hospital in 
Edinburgh report, “she would suddenly become aware of an internal, as- 
cending feeling indistinguishable from an orgasm”. 

The orgasms, which lasted up to a minute, were uninvited, unexpect- 
ed and unwelcome. She had them, on average, once a fortnight for three 
years. On several occasions they happened when she was driving and she 
had to pull over and slop until she had calmed down. 

Once she was sitting listening to an “emotional” radio play with her 
sister, when she suffered an episode. On this occasion her left hand start- 
ed jerking, she collapsed and momentarily blacked ouL That was enough 
to send her to the doctor. 

The woman,- a divorcee with children, was embarrassed by her symp- 
toms and it took some delicate questioning to eke them out of her. She 
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Britons cling to the driving seat 
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mean fewer cars on the road. The car capitals ot 
holds have more than one vehicle in the drivCT^wcre 

residents crave bigger, brasher models such as BMW rndMeroe ^; Han d 

Hempstead, Redhffl, Slough and Kingston-upon-Thame^ PoUbral^, 
holds as Stevenage in 
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SOCIETY 

Women caught in poverty trap 


Red card: The First Lady found fame failed to save her at the University Club Photograph: AP 

Hillary gets the boot from Manhattan’s posh club 


Mind games: Meg Ryari lets Billy Crystal into the secret of the 
female orgasm in the film ‘When Harry Met Sally 1 


insisted the orgasms had no definite triggers and were neither pleasur- 
able nor satisfying. The only due to their cause was a sudden severe headache 
lasting several days she had suffered two years earlier. 

A brain scan revealed a deformed artery in the right temporal pole of 
her brain. Dr Paul Reading, her neurologist, described it as a type of “vas- 
cular birthmark”. It had probably ruptured, causing the headache, and 
the resulting scarring had triggered epilepsy, he said This in turn led to 
the orgasms because the area of the brain where the damage occurred is 
known to be linked with sexual sensations. 

Twenty previous cases have been reported of epileptic seizures which 
triggered the sensation of orgasm, all in women, and all had a structural 
abnormality in the same area. Dr Reading said: “We know from cases like 
this where the orgasm centre is hi the brain - at least in women." 

Only one case is known of orgasmic seizures in a man and the loca- 
tion of the abnormality in that case - inthe hypothalamus, the lower-or- 
der vegetative part of the brain which controls basic functions such as 
hormone production - suggests male orgasms have a different genesis. 

Could this explain why intelligent mental activity is a more important 
ingredient of sex for women than for men? Dr Reading was cautious. “It 
underlines the difference between them." he said. 

The woman was prescribed carbamazapine, a drag for epilepsy, and 
has led a satisfactorily quieter life since. 

— Jeremy Laurence, Health Editor 


It has been 10 years since the membership of the au- 
gust University Club in midtown Manhattan voted 
to admit women. But as one member of the fairer 
sex can attest, some of its staff apparently still haven't 
got with the programme. 

The person is question, however, probably will 
say nothing about her little contretemps with the club's 
stewards on Wednesday, which ended with both her 
and her female friend being ejected onto a sleety Fifth 
Avenue. That is because she is the First Lady, Hillary 
Rodham Clinton. 

Happily, though, the First Lady’s companion is 
paid not to be coy. She was Cindy Adams, gossip 
columnist extraordinaire of the New York Post. 
Thus, the whole incident was trumpeted across the 
paper's pages yesterday. 

“KICKED OUT" blared the giant frontpage head- 
line. “Stuffy Manhattan club boots First Lady.” Be- 
neath that, in slightly smaller print, the self-serving 
adjunct: “Old coots tossed me out too, says Post's 
Cindy Adams.” 

The club, founded 132 years ago by graduates of 
Harvard. Yale and Columbia universities, refused all 
comment yesterday. The First Lady's press office in 
Washington slopped short of denying the tale, how- 
ever. “Maybe it’s something that has been blown a 
bit out of proportion." a spokeswoman offered. 

Apparently, it began with Ms Adams taking out 
her mobile phone while waiting for the First Lady 


to show. An irritated "sculpture" - her term for a 
club official - approached and testily informed her 
that cellphones were banned from the premises. 

But it was after the First Lady plus aides had ar- 
rived and the group was getting down to serious chat- 
ter that the steward really got cross. 

“We were alf gaily settled into a few minutes of 
girltaJk when the sculpture loomed.” Ms Adams 
writes. “Lumbering across the divide, he bore down 
on us. He stood over us - Hillary and I were side by 
side, sunk deep into the couch - and in a thunder- 
ing voice he bellowed: "This is not permitted. We hare 
rules here. We will not tolerate this".” 

Exactly what crime the happy duo had commit- 
ted is not made clear to readers. But perhaps that’s 
because it was never clear to Cindy either. “We didn't 
know what 'this' was. Was it heing women, was it be- 
ing noisy, what?" 

It made no difference when Ms Adams tried to 
press home to the steward the identity of her com- 
panion. He responded summarily: “This is not ac- 
ceptable behaviour. You will hare to leave." 

That was when Mrs Clinton decided that a hint 
had become a clear order to leave. Abruptly stand- 
ing. she said to Ms Adams. “Let's go". And they did. 

Never mind. At least hack home Hillary can ex- 
pect to gel respect from the newest recruit to the 
White House: the First Puppy, name still uncertain. 

— David Usbome 


Women continue to face a life of “poverty", receiving just half of men's- . 
average incomes, according to a report today. - 

The Equal Opportunities CommissOD (EOC) said that wom e naged ewer 
40 received less than half of men’s income, but did not qualify for ^Isc- 
curity benefits in many cases. Women’s lower pay made it harder forjhem - 
to safeguard their income when out of work and those with >^nng respon- . . 
abilities are further penalised because if they take a career .tweak to look 
after a member of their family, it is difficult for them to make adequarepen- 
sion arrangements, said the report. “At the moment, womep with caring re- 
sponsibilities bear the brunt of the mismatch between their v^rkMjerns 
and the benefit system," said Kamlesh Bahi, chairwoman of the EOC. 


NOKSHERNiMl^ ' 

Army’s lost guns go to paramilitaries 


Of 47 British army weapons lost, stolen or otherwise “unaccounted for’ 4 
in Northern Ireland, almost a third are thought to have ended up. with loy- 
alist or republican paramilitaries, it was revealed yesterday. 

The figures, which include handguns, rifles, and machine guns, were dis- 
closed in a written answer from John Reid, of the Ministry of Defence,* to 
Labour MP Kevin McNamara. Dr Reid discloses that of the figures avail- 
able, eight weapons were “believed to have fallen in the hands ; of “repubr 
[jean paramilitaries, while six were thought to have ended up with loyalists. 

— JofoMoyes 
L . 


Call for cash to help fund civil cases 


C4 returns Helen Shapiro to top of the pops 
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Channel 4 has turned singer He- 
len Shapiro from a one hit won- 
der into a “girl on top” in a new . 
documentary, but the diminutive 
singer is still threatening to sue the 
channel. 

Shapiro. 51. is furious about 
published Channel 4 programme 
notes lor Brit Guis- One Hit Won- 
ders describing her shining “bright- 
ly but briefly" in the Sixties. 

The star, who had number one 
hits with “You Don’t Know” and 
“Wilkin" Back To Happiness" in 
1961 plus a string of other chart 
entries and currently has five al- 
bums on release, is supported by 
actors' union Equity. She fears the 
show, to be broadcast on Decem- 


ber 20. will affect sales of her new 
album and forthcoming 50-daie 
UK tour. 

Channel 4 changed its pro- 
gramme notes and retitled the doc- 
umentaty Girls On Top after Ms 
Shapiro complained about her in- 
clusion in the series. The notes de- 
scribed her as “famously written 
off at the age of 15". 

But the originals appeared in 
two national newspapers, on the 
Internet and in a listings magazine. 

Her husband and manager 
John Williams said: "This is doing 
tremendous harm to Helen's ca- 
reer and we believe it is a clear 
defamation regardless of what is 
now broadcast. "She is- being as- 


sociated with people who had one 
hit and fell into obscurity. Helen 


The Consumers Association today calls for a legal fond to be set up for 
people who are deterred from litigation because of the expense. 

The Contingency Legal Aid Fund would pay for someone’s costs ff they ■ 
lost a le gal action, providing they agreed in advance that if they won,- a slice . 
of their damages would be paid to subsidise others. Such a fond would help.- 
meet the feared gap under proposals by the Lord Chancellor to -remove le-. 
gal aid For all civil cases involving damages or compensation. In particular . 
the fund could help low-income applicants bring important test cases. The 
association’s lawyer, Alison Lindley, said if the Lord Chancellor’s depart- : 
ment failed to consider the issue ir would tie a “rtiisserf oppbrtunity”. v 
• Contingency Legal Aid Fund, Consumers Association, PO Box 44, Hert- 
ford X SGI4 1SH 

— Michael Streeter, Legal Affairs Correspondent 


has never slopped worKing. 

“Helen had two number one 

TOURIST RATES 




hits and her gospel album has sold 
over 45.000 copies. She hardly died 
a death by 1962." 
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If auld acquahitance be forgot, then 
thank heavens- for the Gable & 
Wireless offer on UK long distance 
calls. Whether you caff Aunt Loma on 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day, or New 


Year's Day, it doesn’t matter how long it 
takes to catch up, it won’t cost more than 
50p, On these three days (as well as every 
Saturday and Sunday up to 31 December 
1997), every UK long distance cal! will be 
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Conference calls for change in the law on cannabis 



Weed worship: Participants at die debate in London yesterday make known their views on the use of cannabis Photograph: Brian Harris 


Scientific experts, MS sufferers 
and weed worshippers yesterday 
debated decriminalising cannabis. 
Glenda Cooper , Social Affairs 
Correspondent, observes that as 
they did, 200 miles up the Ml, 
lottery millionaire Colin Sampson 
discovered how the law works in 
practice. 


The Queen Elizabeth II Centre at West- 
minster. where the Independent on Sunday 
conference was being held, is a non-smok- 
ing building. So perhaps it was appropri- 
ate that the keenest cannabis users had 
brought hash brownies instead. 

Nearly 700 people attended yester- 
day's meeting - described as the first con- 
ference to “openly debate” whether 
cannabis should be legalised Delegates 
ranged from soberly suited doctors and 
nurses to imaginatively attired hippies 
and the exotically named Free Rob 
Cannabis, who changed his name by deed 
poll to make his point. 

The vast majority of delegates bad the 
same aim: a change in the law, whether for 
civil liberties or for therapeutic purposes. 
And one of the main points repeatedly 
made was that the law is strongly enforced 
in some places whereas in other areas po- 
lice turn a blind eye. 

Colin Sampson would probably raise a 
wry smile at this. Mr Sampson won £5.4m 
on the National Lottery a year ago but was 
in a Sheffield court yesterday admitting pos- 
session of cannabis worth £600, and a 
cannabis plant. He was given a conditional 
discharge for two years and ordered to pay 
£50 costs 

His solicitor, George Tierney, told 
Sheffield magistrates that the drug was for 
Mr Sampson's own use and that, had he 
not been a lottery millionaire, he would 
probably have escaped with a caution. “It’s 
fairly true to say that if this defendant still 
lived on the Stradbroke estate with ZS chil- 
dren in a council house, working as he al- 


ways had, he would not be here and the 
subject of media attention," he said. 

Mr Sampson said later that his lottery 
win and the publicity that followed had been 
the trigger for his drugs use. “Although I 
cannot excuse my illegal acts, the main 
cause of ray unhappiness and subsequent 
recourse to the use of cannabis has been 
the unsolicited and unwanted media at- 
tention that 1 have attracted," he said. 

Speaking at the conference, Mike 
Goodman, director of Release, the civil 
rights organisation for drug users, said a 
million people will be guilty of cannabis re- 
lated offences by the millennium if present 
rates continued. "People should have the 
right (o make decisions over their own lives 
providing they do not harm others," he said 

Mr Goodman was one of nine speak- 
ers. including Professor John Strang, di- 
rector of the National Addiction Centre, 
Body Shop founder Anita Roddick, and 
Professor Colin Blakemore, president of 
the British Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science. 

Although debating a drug best known for 
its relaxing qualities, the discussion grew heat- 
ed, with cries of “freedom!' and “Skin up!” 
as strange smells wafted across the audience. 

Nigel Evans, Conservative MP and 
former chairman of the all parly Drugs Mis- 
use Group, urged no change in the law. He 
said that the idea that decriminalisation 
would have little or no effect on con- 
sumption levels was “several steps removed 
from reality". 

“Keeping drugs as a controlled sub- 
stance keeps the number of young users 
down. Decriminalisation removes the stig- 
ma of criminality and increases usage," he 
said above heckles. 

Rosie Boycott, the editor of the Inde- 
pendent on Sunday, said ir was a “hisroric 
debate ... the first time the whole issue of 
cannabis has been quite so openly debat- 
ed, a stone’s throw away from the mother 
of parliaments." 

She said she had received a letter from 
the Home Secretary, Jack Straw, saying that 
the Government was against the legalisa- 
tion of cannabis. 
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New Labour’s Christmas bashes 
come to aid of the party season 


Labour's first Christmas 
for a generation in 
power is being 
accompanied by a 
renaissance of festive 
parties. Kim Sengupto 
watches the glitter 
return to political 
soirees, as the 
Government sails 
through stormy waters. 


Christmas is approaching at 
New Camelot. Champagne 
flows, the lights are bright and 
the conversation brighter at 
Downing Street. There are 
Cherie Booth and Tboy Blair, 
graciously welcoming guests. 
Chris Evans, would-be media 
magnate, arrives with Elisa- 
beth Murdoch, daughter of a 
rather more established one. 
Zoe Ball talks to John Thaw, as 
scores of lesser- knowns gaze at 
the glittering rooms, political 
stars and networking celebrities. 

Near, by at the Commons, 
New Labour’s united front is 
under intense pressure in a 
welter of outrage over the cut- 
ting of benefits to single parents. 
There are tears, recriminations 
and resignations, a sense among 


many backbenchers and some 
ministers of betrayal and loss. 

But the little local difficulty 
has not stopped this becoming 
a vintage year for political par- 
ties. There is a marked contrast 
say those who attend, to last 
year, where parties thrown by 
a doomed 7b ry government 
“had all the cheer of a concert 
on the Titanic when they have 
already seen the iceberg". 

After the lS-year march 
through the wilderness. Labour 
is laying on the style. Just as 


soirees by the Democrats in 
America were deemed to be 
more fun than those of the Re- 
publicans, Labour is judged to 
be simply better at throwing 
parties. Big and small, glitzy and 
more humble, they are erupt- 
ing up and down Whitehall. 

One of the best-attend- 
ed was thrown by Robin Cook 
at the Foreign Office's Lo- 
carno room, built as a “draw- 
ing-room for the nation". A 
French guest said it was one of 
the best he had ever been to. 



Street cred: Tony Biair partying with the Coronation 
Street actress Elizabeth Dawn Photograph: PA 


noting a mood of ‘'optimism and 
vibrancy “ which had been miss- 
ing in recent years. 

Chris Smith's party for 
the Department of Culture Me- 
dia and Sporkheld at the Na- 
tional Gallery on the same 
night, lost some guests as a re- 
sult. though those there had a 
free run of the Van Goghs. 
Monets and Cezannes to dis- 
tract them. A journalist from a 
right-wingnewspaper. asked ai 
the Foreign Office whether he 
would be going to Mr Smith's 
party, responded: “Like 
Goebbels. whenever I hear the 
word culture, I want to reach for 
my gun". Picking up another 
glass of wine, he reflected: “Not 
a bad bash is it? If they go on 
like this I will even warm to this 
gibberish about ethical nuking 
or whatever they go on about". 

Pressure groups say New 
Labour's advent has led to re- 
newed interest in political ac- 
tivity among showbiz 
personalities, exemplified by a 
freedom-of-information bash 
last night, due to be attended by 
the likes of Harold Pinter and 
and Bianca Jagger. Celebs may 
awake with aching beads and 
dry mouths. But at least, they 
can reflect, they arc doing their 
patriotic duty by the new es- 


Toy foster child is condemned 


Adoption agencies yesterday called for a 
virtual reality toy, which tries to repre- 
sent the raising of a foster child, to be 
removed from sbopsi 

Hie British- Agencies for Adoption 
and. Fostering aid they were “appalled 
at the toy, called Kjxnoko the Fosterling, 
saying that it was “insensitive" ahd 
“hurtfuT fo dukhan who had been fos- 
leredflfadopted. 

Children who play with Kitnoko can 
fe^tKT, educate heri play with her and 
ttisg^^herif^isoaughpi’. When 
Kimoka's IQ reaches a certain level she 
is adopted. -■ 

The packaging for the toy tells the 


child: “Kimoko was desened at birth by 
both her parents. She is now in your 
care as your foster child. If you raise her 
well ... she will turn into a lovely young 
girl. Then she will be adopted and leave 
vou to join her new family.” 

' The BAAFsaid it had had complaints 
about the toy from both children and 
carers who had found it “very upsetting . 

Us director Felicity Collier said yes- 
icrdav: “The misleading messages this 
came gives about being in foster care 
are most insensitive and could actually 
hurtful to children who may already 
have experienced some sadness. 
-Children in care are among i 


: ibe 


most vulnerable in society and need all 
the support we can give them. It is most 
unhelpful when games such as this are 
circulating among their peers." 

Ms Collier said that the idea that a 
certain level of 10 ensured adoption was 
“outrageous". She added that must chil- 
dren in foster care eventually return in 
their parents, “lb assume adoption is a 
reward for good behaviour is oulrageous. 

“We urge all parents who are consid- 
ering buying this toy for their children in 
think about the consequences for other 
children.” 

Glenda Cooper, 
Social Affairs Correspondent 
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Flash in the pan: Fiona Rylance, an inspection assistant, firing a musket on the firearms Ecensing course irrthehandgun ban 

licensing officers were asked to fire a “black powder* pistol -due to gun owners’ renewed interest in the firearms, which are not covered m the nanagun 


up in the wake of the Dunblane tragedy; 
le handgun ban Photograph: Nigel Hiller 
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Guardian . 

writer ‘naive 
and silly’ 


Victoria Brittain, a 
senior journalist at The 
Guardian , has been called 
“surprisingly naive” by 
her paper's ombudsman 
for allowing her bank 
account to be used to 
channel money to hind a 
libel action against The 
Independent. 

Kathy Marks examines 
the internal Guardian 
report on Ms Brittain’s 
conduct. 


Ms Brittain, the Guardian s 
deputy foreign editor, “made a 
silly mistake” and showed “poor 
judgement" in allowing her ac- 
count be used by Kojo Tsikata, 

1 former bead of the Ghanaian 
security service, as a conduit for 
£250,000 of legal fees. 

John Willis, the paper’s om- 
budsman, says he accepts that 
she was not aware that much of 
the money came from Libyan 
sources, and concludes that she 
did not compromise her jour- 
nalistic integrity in helping out 
Mr Tkikata, an old friend. 

He calls it “curious", 
tho ugh, given the closeness of 
the friendship, that their con- 
versations about the origins of 
the funds were as limited as she 
claims. 

“While accepting that she 
never asked Mr Tsikata where 
the money came from, it is sur- 
prising that, as a journalist, 
and knowing the sensitivity of 
these matters, she did not ask," 
Mr Willis says. 

Ms Brittain’s actions came 
to light last August when David 
Shayler, a former M35 officer, 
revealed that she had been the 
target of a year-long surveillance 
operation which included tele- 
phone taps and a plan to raid 
her home. 

MI5 suspected that she was 
involved in money laundering, 
but it transpired that the funds 
were being transferred to Bind- 
man and Partners, a London 
firm of solicitors which was 
representing Mr Tsikata in his 
action against The Independent. 


Mr Wfllis accepts that, apart 
from administering the money, 
Ms Brittain played no part m the 

liugation. which arose from an 

article in The Independent m 
1992 about a public inquiry 
into the execution of three 
Wh-court judges in Ghana. 

She was more than a mere 
postbox", as originally asserted 
by Mr Rusbridger, since she 
transferred the money between 
her own accounts and then into 
Bradman's, faxing Mr TSkata to 
nofify him when funds arrived. 

But, Mr Willis adds: “How- 
ever unpalatable for some pro- 
pie to see one journalist 
implicitly supporting a libel ac- 
tion against others, there is 
nothing fundamentally wrong 
with that ... her actions seem to 
have been limited and she was 
some way from being a signifi- 
cant player in the libel acdon. 

According to Mr Shayler, 
much of the money came from 
Libyan sources, particularly 
Khalifa Ahmed Bazelya, head 
of the Libyan interest section at 
the Saudi Arabian embassy in 
London. 

Mr Willis says there is “ab- 
solutely no evidence” that Ms 

Brittain was aware of the source 

of the funds, apart from a 
cheque for £10,000 from 
Youssef Ibrahim, a Ghanaian 
businessman. 

But be says: “To allow your 
hanlr account to be used in this 
way without thinking that you 
could be compromised ... is 
surprisingly naive.” It would 
have been “wiser, more pru- 
dent” for her to have avoided 
any involvement 

He concludes that Ms Brit- 
tain will have to live with claims 
of potential bias if she ever 
writes about Ghana again. But 
he says she did not personally 
profit from the affair and “is 
surely entitled to one piece of 
bad judgement". 

The Court of Appeal has 
ruled that the article in The In- 
dependent was protected by 
qualified privilege. Mr Tsikata’s 
i solicitors have indicated that he 
i intends to proceed with the ac- 
i tion, arguing that publication of 
the report was “malicious”. 


IRA killer escapes in drag 


A convicted IRA killer who escaped from the Maze prison 
on yesterday passed through at least three security checks 
dressed as a woman, it emerged. 

There was no trace yesterday of 32-year-old Liam 
Averell who made his way out amid scores of women and 
children who had attended a Christmas party at the jail, which 
is supposed to be the UK's most secure penal institution. 
The general assumption is that he will follow the tradition- 
al republican escapers' route of heading for the Irish Re- 
public. 

In the wake of the security breach the Northern Ireland 
Secretary. Dr Mo Mowlam, announced the setting up of an 
inquiry to be headed by Dr Martin Narey, head of the prison 
services's head of security and policy division in London. 

He will be assisted by Dr Pe ter Bennett, governor of Not- 
tingham prison. 


Farmers see sliver of hope 


Farmers were yesterday given a glimmer of hope following 
the turmoil of the last few weeks, when the European Com- 
mission agreed to speed up moves to lift the ban on exports 
of British beef. 

Meetings scheduled for early next year are to be brought 
forward to next week in order to try to appease fanners reel- 
ing from a series of blows to the industry. The decision to 
bring the talks forward followed a meeting in Brussels be- 
tween farmers and Emma Bonino, the EU Consumer Health 
Commissioner. Mrs Bonino also promised to weigh up the 
“balance of risks” before taking on board proposals for a 
ban on sales of lamb on tbe bone. 

Kate Watson-Smyth 


Boost for South Bank plan 


A £75 million Lottery bid to cover London's South Bank 
Centre with a Richard Rogers glass canopy is being backed 
by the Arts Council, but the hurdle of available funds re- 
mains. the Council’s chairman. Lord Gowrie, said. 

The ^ Arts Council is asking Culture Secretary Chris Smith 
for an “advance” on its Lottery cash so it can give the pro- 
ject the green light without stalling other new applications. 
Philosophical SBC bidders hailed the Arts Council's “re- 
sounding endorsement” of the project. 

“We are much further forward than we were before.” 
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Ear implant may signal end to the world of silence of bus-driver deafened by IRA blast 


A London bus-driver deaf- 
ened by an IRA bomb blast has 
bad surgery in a final attempt 
to recover his hearing. Bob 
Newitt, 51, was piatfe pro- 
foundly deaf when a borab 
blast ripped through the bus he 
was driving along the Aidwyeh 
in February last year. 

Yesterday, Chris Raine, con- 
sultant ear, nose and throat sur- 
geon, said Mr Newiu was doing 
well after receiving a cochlear 
implant at Bradford Koyal In- 
firmary. It will not be known 
how successful the operation 
has been for at least a month, 
when external parts are fitted 

Mr Newitt, who now lives in 
Leeds, said he was feeling a bit 
sore but had been assured all 
went well during the operation 
on his /eft ear. "I feel good, a 
bh sore and dizzy," he scribbled 
on a piece of paper from his 
bospilal bed in answer to writ- 
ten questions. “It's the best pre- 
sent I could have for 
Christmas.'’ For Mr Newitt, 



The remains of the bus in the Aidwyeh which Mr Newitt 
bad been driving Photograph; Edward Webb 


who has learnt to lip-read, the 
operation is the final effort by 
doctors and scientists to end his 
world of silence. 

Mr Raine said: “Most adults 
who have a cochlear implant 
have lost tbeir hearing as a re- 
sult of an infection, such as 
meningitis or a congenital 
defect ... In our experience it 
is extremely rare ... to perform 


i' Cold comfort 
' for live-saving 
Scots doctors 


fCApes In drag 


sliver of f?°P e 


Frozen casualties of the 
winter cold whose hearts 
had stopped, in some 
cases for hours, have 
been revived by doctors 
with a heart-lung 
machine normally used 
for cardiac surgery. Janet 
Boyle reports on a 
technique that can bring 
hypothermia victims 
back from the dead. 


The cold of a Scottish winter 
had chilled the victims into 
suspended animation. But the 
temperature that brought them 
to death's door also protected 
their brains and other organs 
during the hours they spent with 
no detectable heartbeat. With 
expert care, doctors discov- 
ered, they could be brought 
back to life. 

So far, five patients who 
were apparently, dead have 
been given specialised re-warm- 
ing treatment by doctors at 
Glasgow Royal Infirmary. Two 
later walked out of the bospi- 
ifr tal fit and well, and two more 
were brought round but later 
died from complications. Only 
(he fifth could not be revived. 

The four men and one 
woman, aged from 30 to 55, 
were resuscitated by doctors at 
the Royal's Accident and Emer- 
gency department. TWo were 
found on the streets, two oth- 
ers at home, and one bad been 
rescued from the Clyde. Gordon 
McNaughlon. senior registrar, 
said: “When they arrived here 
their hearts had stopped and 
their temperatures varied be- 
tween 22Cand 30C. compared 
with the body average of 37C. 

, It was vital to establish firstly 
^ whether the patient stood a like- 


ly chance of survival.” The doc- 
tors checked Lheir blood levels 
of potassium, which is released 
at death. A high level indicates 
the end of life. “Success is very 
unlikely in someone with a very 
high level of potassium,” Dr Mc- 
Naughton said. Where the lest 
showed there was a chance, staff 
connected the patient to the 
heart-lung machine via tubes in- 
serted into the groin. 

The blood was removed and 
rewanned to 37C by pumping 
it through the by-pass machine. 
By applying heat internally 
rather than externally the vital 
organs - heart and brain - are 
warmed first. If a severely hy- 
pothermic body is wanned 
from the outside, the Wood 
rushes from the brain and the 
heart and may prevent the pa- 
tient recovering. Doctors say a 
hypothermic body is not dead 
. until it is warm and dead. 

The cold protects the brain 
and vital organs while the pa- 
tient's heart has stopped. But 
doctors cannot tell whether the 
patient will survive until the 
thawing is complete. Those 
who are going to survive resume 
a heart beat when the body tem- 
perature reaches 35C. “There 
have been cases reported of sur- 
vival after prolonged cardiac ar- 
rest,” Dr McNaughton added. 

As well as by-pass treatment 
the patients require cardiopul- 
monary resuscitation with a 
mechanical breathing and 
chest-thumping machine. This 
avoids the chance of staff tiring, 
because resuscitation can take 
up to five hours. Previous re- 
search suggests half of patients 
with severe hypothermia sur- 
vive. Other techniques for re- 
warming have been used, 
including introducing warm 
saline solution into the chest and 
abdominal cavities. 


Loners may suffer 
from autism 


The eccentric academic with a 
. " collection of rocks in the attic. 

an encyclopaedic knowledge 
of train timetables and a non- 
j. njjJl existent social life may be suf- 

^ r ^ fering from a mental disorder. 

* Autism, the condition char- 

acterised by social withdrawal- 
lack of empathy and indiffer* 
'i entx to othCTsmtty affect peo- 

ple in a rafld form so that it 
merges into “what can be called 
ecce ntric oorrnality", accord ing 

to a leading -psychiatrist. 

The 'condition-, which is 
thought to affect up to 5,000 
^ pcop&andhasagei^ticcausc, 
is marked l^problenw of social 
. * jnWn ^ir^ crimmnnicarion and 

imagination. ’ Autistic people 
lack tftecagariiv to read social 
situatiqnt< tend lo be socially 
clumsy and suffer Isolation as a 
test*. ItJsfBsrinaung because 
h tfetmbfr soraething that is at 
theom^t^feitig human. 
DjrjLomr Wing of the Ccn* 
•- * (refer Soda! and Cfcmmuniea- 
* £ tiflB D&ortfcrs hi B tpfltift - . Kent, 
most people 
‘hayew iSitec of autism as se- 


verely disabling, in some suffer- 
ers impairment is so subtle that 
they may be seen as simply lon- 
eis. They tend to be absorbed in 
tbeir own interests and lack em- 
pathy for others. Some many but 
partners tend to feel a lack of 
emotional rapport. 

Writing in the Lancet, Dr 
Wing says there is no cure, but 
■ people with autsn can be helped 
with education tailored to their 
disabilities. Their schooldays are 
often stressful because they w01 
not conform to demands of 
teachers or fellow pupils- 

-Most arc happier as adults 

and mav follow successful ca- 
reers, sometimes of high acad- 
emic distinction. Some leant the 
rule* of social interaction ft}’ 
rote, while others remain soli- 
tary by choice. . . 

However, she adds: High 

ftmclioningp^ple'vilba^- 

ucdLwrdtrihavebwnablelo 

.fcscritv lheir experiences o f to 
world as a confusing and fright- 
ening place. tauronce. 

Health Editor > 


such an operation on a patient 
who has become deaf in such an 
unusual way. 4 

A cochlear implant, a small 
electronic device, is placed un- 
der the skin behind the ear and 
relays sounds as electronic im- 
pulses through a wire into the 
cochlea, stimulating the hearing 
nerves. 

Mr Raine added: “Tests 


made in the operating theatre 
eased our worst fears about 
nerve damage. But, as with a If 
cochlear-implant patients, we 
are entering a journey into the 
unknown when predicting how 
successful it may be. Mr Newitt 
bas undergone ... tests and 
scans to asses his suitability and 
the signs are promising,” 

Mr Newitfs bus was de- 
stroyed when a bomb being car- 
ried by Edward O'Brien 
’exploded prematurely, tailing 
the IRA man. 

Mr Newitt received injuries 
to his back and shock waves 
damaged bis chest cavity and 
lungs but no bones were bro- 
ken. Although Mr Newitt re- 
covered well from these 
injuries, his hearing was dam- 
aged and doctors later found 
two hairline cracks in his skull. 
A cochlear implant cannot re- 
store normal hearing but a 
range of sounds can be heard 
and recognised. 

— Esther Leach 



A cochlear implant may give Mr Newitt new hope. Although it cannot restore hearing, a range of sounds 
can be heard and recognised Photograph: Edward Webb 
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Seeing double: William Hague, the Conservative leader, posing with his Madame Tussaud’s image in the London museum yesterday. His fiancee, Ffion Jenkins, stands 
between the wax model, who wears a Hugo Boss suit donated by Mr Hague, and the real thing Photograph; Thomas i e m Jorgensen 
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Freedom of 

information 

proposal 
high praise 



Rare, across-the-board 
acclaim greeted the 
Government White 
Paper on fr ee dom of 
information yesterday. A 
practised hand at trying 
to get information out of 
the government 
machine, Anthony Bevins, 
Political Editor, takes a 
closer look at Your Right 
to Know. 


The heartfelt welcome from 
Richard Shepherd, the Con- 
servative MP who initiated a 
backbench Bill for more open 
government a decade ago, was 
worth far more than the quali- 
fied, “constructive” support of 
the Opposition frontbench in 
the Commons yesterday. 

But the surprise felt by pro- 
ponents of open government 
was best summed up by the re- 
action of Maurice Frankel, 
lon g -s tanding director of the 
Campaign for Freedom of In- 
formation, who called the doc- 
ument “stunning”. In a 
Commons statement, David 
Clark, Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster and the Cabinet 
minister directly responsible 
for the White Paper, went out 
of his way to praise the contri- 
bution of Lord Irvine of Lairg, 
the Lord Chancellor, who 
chaired the Cabinet Committee 
on the matter - and ensured its 
safe delivery. 

Mr Gark said the statutory 
right of access offered by the 
White Paper to information 
and records “will transform the 
culture of government and 
make it more open and ac- 
countable. It is a huge step to- 
wards rebuilding trust between 
government and the people." 

Some of the main features of 
the White Paper were remark- 
able. Information held by pri- 
vatised water boards, other 
utilities, and the BBC as well 
as the aimed forces, hospitals 
and schools, would be opened 
up. although, as Mr Shepherd 
discovered in Commons ques- 
tions, it was unclear whether 
rights to openness would extend 
to the European Council. Mr 
Frankel was also impressed 
that the enforcement powers of 
a new Information Commis- 
sioner would be as tough as 
those of any court, to compel 
the Government to release in- 
formation. 

“The White Paper goes fur- 
ther than we had thought any 
British Government would be 
willing to go,” Mr Frankel said. 
But there were a number of se- 
rious gaps that could impede 
genuine inquiries. 

Dr Gark told The Indepen- 
dent that there was no question 
of departments setting up cat- 
alogues or indices of the infor- 
mation they held, lo give the 
public a better idea of what was 
available. “There can’t be an in- 
dex," he said. “There is no 
need for an index." But even the 
Croham Directive, an ineffec- 
tual attempt at open govern- 
ment issued by Sir Douglas 
Alien, Head of the Home Civ- 
il Service, 20 years ago. con- 
ceded that a digest of 
information available would 
provide enormous support for 
any right to know. 

Without such assistance, 
searches can become worse 
than looking for needles in 
Whitehall haystacks. Without 
knowing specifically what they 
are looking for, people could 
face the charge that they are in- 
dulging in what yesterday’s 
White Paper called “large-scale 
fishing expeditions or other ap- 
plications which would result in 
a disproportionate cost or di- 
version of the public authority’s 
resources ...” 

There was aLso an insistence 
that the public could not be al- 
lowed access to the innermost 
polity advice and decision-mak- 
ing discussions of government, 
where disclosure would cause 
harm - rather than the "sub- 
stantial harm" test that it be ap- 
plied to other protected areas 
ot information, like defence 
and law enforcement. 

The White Paper says: 
Now, more than ever. Gov- 
ernment needs space and time 

whlch to assess arg un , ems 


and conduct its own debates 
with a degree of privacy.” 

The particular points of pol- 
icy protection included: the 
main tenance of collective min- 
isterial responsibility -or the dis- 
closure of splits; and the 
political impartiality of public 
officials - the exposure of their 
engagement in politically sen- 
stive activity. 

But the White Paper does in- 
clude a case-by-case public in- 
terest clause, under which 
officials would be expected to 
consider whether a decision 
not to disclose information 
might itself “result in substan- 
tial harm to public safety, or the 
environment". In welcoming 
the proposal to appoint an In- 
formation Commissioner to po- 
lice the open government 
process, the Campaign for Free- 
dom of Information noted “that 
complainants would not have to 
bear the potentially prohibitive 
costs of going to court to enforce 
their rights.” 

However, Dr Clark told The 
Independent that the Commis- 
sioner would be appointed by 
the Prime Minister - a critical 
choice, and a significant pow- 
er, if the process is to run 


YOUR RIGHT 

TO KNOW 

• White Paper offers public 
a statutory right of access to 
official records and informa- 
tion. 

4 Scope includes not only 
Government departments. 
NH5. local authorities and 
q mangoes like Atomic Energy 
Authority - but privatised 
utilities, too. 

• Exclusions include Security 
and intelligence services, litre 
MI5 and MI6, as well as spe- 
cial forces like the SAS 

4 A right of access will be 
provided for records or infor- 
mation of any date, for nor- 
mal fee of £10 maximum, 
provided no substantial harm 
caused. 

• Seven areas to be protect- 
ed: national security, defence 
and international relations; 
law enforcement; personal 
privacy: commercial confi- 
dentiality; public, individual 
and environmental safety; and 
information supplied in confi- 
dence. 

9 Additional protection for 
Government decision-makrtg 
and policy advice, and 30- 
year closure rule remains for 
historical records. 

4 Information Commissioner 
to adjudicate and enforce 
nghts of access, but with no 
back-up right of appeal to 
courts. 

4 New criminal offence to 
be created for wilful or reck- 
less destruction, alteration or 
withholding of records from 
Commissioner. 


smoothly. In bis preface to the 
White Paper yesterday, Tony 
Blair said: “The traditional cul- 
ture of secrecy will only be 
broken down by giving people 
in the United Kingdom the le- 
gal right to know. This funda- 
mental and vital change in the 
relationship between govern- 
ment and governed is at the 
heart of this While Paper." 

But John Redwood, the 
Conservative Trade and Indus- 
try spokesman, told The Inde- 
pendent last night that for all its 
spirit of openness, he had been 
unable to find out from the 
Government the precise role be- 
ing played tty Geoffrey Robin- 
son, the Paymaster General, in 
the negotiation of new coal 
contracts, and he was having dif- 
ficulty in getting the Govern- 
ment to accept Commons 
questions on such matters. “It’s 
a funny old world,” he said, 
strange how these coinci- 
dences keep on happening.” 

Following public consulta- 
tion on the White Paper, the 
Government hopes to produce 
a draft Bill by summer, with the 
possibility of legislation g*»»*rng 
within 12 months and enact- 
ment by the summer of 1999. 
The law would then be phased 
in over time, but with the real 
possibility of widespread chang e 
before the next election. 
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Rebels set stage 
for wider divide 
over benefit cuts 


Labour left-wingers were 
predicting a new and even bigger 
revolt over disability benefits last 
night after 47 MPs voted against 
plans to cut lone parents* 
payments. Fran Abrams , Political 
Correspondent, asked whether 
this week's set-back would force a 
change of direction. 

Leaders of the campaign agains t cuts in lone 
parents' benefits were celebrating what they 
believed was a victory yesterday. 

They believed the threat of an even 
worse rebellion could prevent similar cuts 
to disability benefits. 

Ken Livingstone, one of the leading fig- 
ures in the lone-parent revolt, said that 100 
MPs supported the campaign but more had 
expressed sadness at having to support Lhe 
measure. One member had told him it was 
^the worst day of my life'’. 

“People get more independent, not 
less, as parliaments go on,” Mr Livingstone 
said. “Ir’s going to be almost impossible to 
get through any real cuts in disability ben- 
efit. It would be too damaging." 

Even the most loyal ministers conced- 
ed privately that the issue of lone mothers’ 
benefits was badly handled And while there 
were no cabinet rebels, there must have 
been some with heavy hearts. John Prescott 
was in Japan, but Robin Cook was given 
permission not to vote despite being in the 
country. He was meeting the Spanish for- 
eign minister. 

There were warnings of “implacable op- 
position to any cuts" from a Labour MP, 
David Winnick. and from the Labour peer 
Lord Ashley of Stoke. 

Lord Ashley, joint chairman of the Par- 
liamentary All-Party Disablement Group, 
said the group would meet Harriet Harman, 
Secretary of State for Social Security, next 
week to say it would not back any plans to 
tax, means-test or time-limit disability 
benefits, which are believed to be under con- 
sideration. 

“All the disabled people who have been 
in touch with me have been very, very up- 
set about this. Their anxiety and anger can. 
if ignored or mishandled, make the one par- 
ent family row look tame in comparison. 
We shall be seeking a clear commitment 
from Harriet Harman - no cuts," he said. 


The Chancellor. Gordon Brown, said re- 
forms of the benefits system would continue. 
“What we are trying to do is reform a wel- 
fare state tbai is stale. The public and peo- 
ple in the Labour Party will understand that 
we are doing the right thing,” he said in a 
radio interview. 

Downing Street spokesmen added that 
MPs bad been elected on a modernising 
agenda and they should expect to stick to 
it. They also predicted disciplinary action 
against the rebels. 

As the scale ofTony Blair’s first big re- 
bellion bad become clear, whips and party 
spokesmen had named four offenders who 
they said would face disciplinary action or 
even expulsion. At the very least Brian 
Sedgemore, John Marek, Ken Livingstone 
and Bob War eing would face a loss of priv- 
ileges, they said. But yesterday the rebels 
continued to speak out against party disci- 
pline and dismissed the expulsion rumours 
as “spin" 

Mr Livingstone claimed that when he 
went into the whips’ office yesterday morn- 
ing to take his punishment there was oone 
to be had. He expected to have a “chat" 
with the chief whip. Nick Brown, but little 
more. The whips had seemed “demor- 
alised,” he added. “I am very pissed off. I 
cleared my diary so I could be free to be 
disciplined," he said. He added that there 
was a very good reason why a decision to 
discipline him would create a left-wing back- 
lash: “If I was suspended Peter Mandelson 
automatically takes my seat on the National 
Executive Committee." 

Another of the four. Brian Sedgemore, 
said he had bad a similar experience. He 
was picked out for writing a letter in 
which he described the whips as “goolie- 
crusbers”. He compounded his offence by 
saying on Newsnighi that his whip, Bridget 
Prentice, had told him: “If I thought you 
had goolies I would crush them." After- 
wards, the chief whip had merely told him: 
“You’ve been naughty." 

Bob Wareing, who was said to be in par- 
ticular trouble because he was recently sus- 
pended for a breach of the rules on 
members' interests, said he bad had no con- 
tact with the whips. 

“Til let them worry about Jl I'm just get- 
ting on with my job," he said. 

A government source said Mr Wareing. 
Mr Sedgemore and Mr Marek: would hare 
their cases refereed to the Parliamentary 
Labour Party. 



Principled and old join usual suspects 


Even the most hardened rebels 
were surprised by the size of 
Wednesday night’s Commons 
revolt over lone parent benefits. 
Fran Abrams, Political 
Correspondent, asks if the new 
Labour worms are starting to turn. 


Even this week they were being dismissed 
by party hacks as a handful of Trots. But 
while most of the “usual suspects" were 
among the 100 or so who failed to support 
the measure, there were others who had been 
totally loyal until now. 

Of the 47 who voted against. 14 were 
newly elected in May this year. Some of 
those, such as the former GLC’ deputy leader 
John McDonnell and both Ann and John 
Cryer. widow and son of the former Labour 
MP Bob Cryer, were known to be left- 
wingers. Others, such as Martin Caton, MP 
for Gower, and Ian Gibson, MP for Norwich 
North, had not been picked out as poten- 
tially disloyal. Their whips’ office files will 
have been marked. 

Some were prepared to sacrifice their ca- 
reers, including Malcolm Chisholm, who re- 
signed as a Scottish Office minister, and 
Gordon Prentice, a Parliamentary Private 
Secretary. His colleague Alice Mahon. 



deeply loyal since being made a PPS this 
year, was previously known as a left-winger. 

There is always a balance to be weighed 
between ambition and principle, of course. 
. and the list of rebels is heavily peppered with 
those whose career prospects were dim. 

Half were more than 55 years old and 
therefore regarded as being on a downward 
slope towards retirement- Then there were 
the “unlikely lads and lasses”, whose slim 
majorities rendered their prospects of sur- 
viving the next election almost non-existent. 
In that category were Hilton Dawson, the 
Lancaster MP with a majority of just 1,295, 
and Jonathan Shaw, member for Chatham 
and Aylesworlh with a majority of 2,790. 


Perhaps even more interesting is the list 
of those who did not vote. Fourteen ab- 
stained in person, while another 38 stayed 
away. The abstainers included George Gal- 
loway, colourful MP for Glasgow Kelvin, and 
Julie Morgan, new MP for Cardiff North. 

Many previously deeply loyal Blairite new 
MPs stayed away. Some may have had gen- 
uine reasons, but others will have had per- 
mission to be absent because they would not 
vote with the Government Among the ab- 
sentees were Oona King, from Bethnal 
Green and Bow, who was in Bangladesh, and 
Claire Ward, the 25-year-old from Watford, 
who was said to have bad an important meet- 
ing to attend. 

Paul Flynn, member for Newport West 
said in his recent book. Commons Knowledge, 
that backbenchers were much more difficult 
to control than they used to be. After telling 
the whips be would vote against the Gov- 
ernment on Wednesday, he was in the event 
unable to attend A iaige number of Mft were 
too old, too left-wing, or amply too damn in- 
dependent to be controlled, he added. 

“Backbenchers are no longer disciplin- 
able in the traditional way, but the party 
thinks they are. There are lots of groups that 
just can't be pushed around.” he said. 

New Labour’s edifice remained intact tins 
week, but for those who care to look close- 
ly. the cracks are beginning to show. 


THE 47 
DISSIDENTS 

Diane Abbott (Hackney 
N and Stoke Newington), 
John Austin (Erith and 
Thamesmead), Harry Barnes 
(Derbyshire NE), Tbny Benn 
(Chesterfield), Dr Roger 
Berry (KiDgswoodj, Harold 
Best (Leeds NW), Ronnie 
Campbell (Blyth Valley), 
Dennis Canavan (Falkirk 
W), Martin Caton (Gower), 
David Chaytor (Bury North), 
Malcolm Chisholm (Edin- 
burgh N and Leith), Ann 
Owyd (Cynon Valley). Frank 
Cook (Stockton N), Jeremy 
Corbyn (Islington N). Ann 
Ciyer (Keighley), John Ciy- 
er (Hornchurch), Hilton 
Dawson (Lancaster and 
Wyre), Jim Dobbin (Hey- 
wood and Middleton), 
Gwyneth Dun woody (Crewe 
and Nantwich), William 
Etherington (Sunderland N), 
Maria fyfe (Glasgow Maiy- 
hill). Dr Ian Gibson (Nor- 
wich N), Dr Norman 
Godman (Greenock and In- 
verclyde), Benue Grant (Tbt- 
tenham), David Hinchliffe 
(Wakefield), Kelvin Hop- 
kins (Luton N), Brian lddon 
(Bolton SE), Dr Lynne Jones 
(Birmingham Selly Oak), 
Tfeny Lewis (Woreley), Ken 
Livingstone (Brent E), John 
McAllion (Dundee E), John 
McDonnell (Hayes and Har- 
lington), Kevin McNamara 
(Hull N), Alice Mahon (Hal- 
ifax), Dr John Marek (Wrex- 
ham), Bill Michie (Sheffield 
Heeley), Gordon Prentice 
(Pen cfle), Brian Sedgemore 
(Hackney S and Shoreditch), 
Jonathon Shaw (Chatham 
and Aylesford). Alan Simp- 
son (Nottingham S), Dennis 
Skinner (Bolsover), 
Llewellyn Smith (Blaneau 
Gwent), Ian Stewart (Ec- 
cles), Robert Wire in g (Liv- 
erpool West Derby), David 
Winnick (Walsall N). Au- 
drey Wise (Preston). Mike 
Wood (Batley and Spen). 

Lawrie Quinn (Scarbor- 
ough and Whitby) was 
recorded as voting both for 
and against the amendment 
despite having backed the 
Government. So the total was 
47 and not 48, as reported in 
yesterday’s Independent. 
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Cornwall frets about darkness at noon 


Now the test for 
Kyoto resolution 


Seen in the harsh light of dawn, 
what did more than a week of 
round-the-clock negotiation in 

Kyoto achieve? Nicholas Schoon , 

environment correspondent, 
examines the brave new world 
created by the new anti-global 
warming treaty. 



Things will never be the same again - per- 
haps. In Kyoto the nations of the world 
agreed on a decisive step to begin tackling 
the threat of man-made climate change. 
But il will take about six years before you 
can judge whether nearly 30 developed na- 
tions -which agreed to cut their annual out- 
put of six key global-warming gases - are 
serious about the new Kyoto protocol. 

Firet, they will have to sign and ratify 
the treaty to make il legally binding - and 
there are major doubts about whether the 
biggest polluter, the US, with its anti-Ky- 
oto majority of politicians in Congress, will. 

Secondly, their governments will have 
to make a prompt start on implementing 
the policies needed to stop emissions of 
these gases rising. They have a few years 
to change the upward trend into a decline 
in order to comply with the provisions of 
the new United Nations treaty. 

Overall, it means a 5.2 per cent cut m 
annual emissions of climate-changing 
greenhouse gases from the developed 
world by 2012, compared with a 1990 base- 
line The European Union has agreed to 
an 8 per cent cut, the US to 7 per amt and 
Japan to 6 per cenL Although EU nations 
felt strongly that the US and Japan should 
cut e miss ions with the same flat rate, the 
fact that they took the issue most serious- 
ly and called for a deeper cut than any oth- 
er group of countries has ended up with 
them being allocated the largest reduction. 

As for Japan, its negotiators argued re- 
morselessly and successfully in Kyoto that 
the nation hosting the treaty conference was 
a special case. Japan uses fossil fuels with 


high efficiency because it has virtually none 
Of its own - they all have to be imported. 

As a result, it produces relatively few of the 
greenhouse gas emissions associated with 
these faels considering its huge productivity 
and wealth. Under the final agreement, 
Russia has to stabilise its emissions. Aus- 
tralia, Iceland, and Norway are allowed to 
increase their global-warming pollution by 
2012; they all pleaded successfully that they 

were special cases. 

Environmentalists are. discreetly, rather 
pleased by the final agreement. Given how 
far the major industrialised nations were 
apart at the start of the conference, the 
depths of cuts agreed is slightly more than 
they were guessing at its start. 

It was the Americans who caved in most 
of all, but there is a risk the Republican- 
dominated Congress will refuse to ratify the 
treaty. Jeremy Leggett, a former cam- 
paigner with Greenpeace who now pro- 
motes solar power, said: “I m quite 
encouraged. Now we'll see whether this 
treaty starts to transform the energy in- 
dustry." He said it sent a dear signal to big 
ofl companies that their sales of polluting 
fossil fuels would be capped in the devel- 
oped world, and encouraged them to 
move into renewable energy sources. In the 
long run, the developing countries will have 
to be brought into the treaty if it is to be 
effective in slowing the rate of dimate 
change caused by pollution. 

The most rational way of dealing with 
the problem seems to be the “contraction 
and convergence” approach advocated by 
the London-based Global Conunons In- 
stitute. Under its scenario, every inhabitant 
of the planet would be allocated the same 
quantity of greenhouse gases to emit, di- 
vided out of a total which kept climate 
change within tolerable limits. 

This would give every country, whatev- 
er its wealth, a certain quota of pollution. 
Developed countries have more than their 
fair share of this quota, while many de- 
veloping nations still have less. The insti- 
tute says all countries should be able to 
trade their quotas through a free market. 


Labour faces rethink on 
greenhouse-gas curbs 


Political agreement in Kyoto - but 
business grumblings back home. 
Labour’s stance on greenhouse 
gases may have to be revised in 
the cold light of day. Omrfes Arthur, 
Science Editor, explains. 


Solar power: The Sunls corona, seen from Meadco during the total edipse of juiy 


Photograph: Ronald Royer/Science Photo Library 


Darkness at noon isn’t just a 
book title for Cornwall County 
Council. It is what will happen 
there on II August 1999 - the 
UK 1 * last total solar eclipse until 
2090. And Cornwall is worried. 
Charles Arthur , Science Editor, 
explains why. 


In the post few thousand years solar 
eclipses have often been accompanied by 
panic. The disappearance of the Sun - as 
the Moon passes in front of it - has been 
seen as an omen presaging awful events 
and divine wrath. 

Cornwall County Council, mindful ot 
what can happen, has already begun 
preparing for the likely effects of August 


1999. While divine wrath is low down in 
tiie list of expectations, there are some cer- 
tain predictions: hotels and campsites will 
overflow, roads will get blocked and tem- 
pers will fray as people travel from all 
around the world to see the two minutes 
of “totality” at around 12.10pm on the 
11th. And they'll all leave a lot of litter. 

More wonyingly, many of the sun- 
watchers may damage their eyesight by try- 
ing to view the eclipse without adequate 
eye protection. Of less concern is that 
streetlights with sensors may turn on au- 
tomatically as “darkness falls. 

Yesterday, the council held a summit 
to trv to predict what the human and eco- 
nomic effects of the eclipse wfli be. “It is 
clear we must begin our preparations 
now," said Steve Winston, the county s 
emergency planning officer. By re- 


hearsing potential problems we will en- 
sure maximum safety for everyone, and 
the maximum benefits for Comwafl. 

The council has applied for £50,000 in 
European funding to help ii deal with the 
influx. The forecast is that up to a million 
people will crowd into the county. Hotels 
near Land’s End have been booked up for 
some years by groups who tour the world 
to observe eclipses. Some local gossip has 
suggested that room rates for those dates 
are m ovine rapidly skywards. 

The event will be the only total eclipse 
visible in Britain in most of our lifetimes. 
The last was in northern England in 1927; 
the next will affect London in 2090. In 
1 999, any part of Cornwall south of a line 
between Caraelford and Launceston will 
have a partial eclipse, as will Devon as far 
ai Torbay. However, the “totality", in 


which only the sun’s fiery corona can be 
seen, will be best seen in west Cornwall, 
from Penzance to Falmouth. 

Traffic snarl-ups are likely to be a ma- 
jor problem. In 1991, Mexico’s prepara- 
tions for an eclipse included a ban on 
traffic movemenis for half an hour, en- 
forced by 1.000 police and 10 helicopters. 
Cornwall has more road miles than any 
other county, and many of them are nar- 
row and easily blocked. That in itself could 
pose a problem for the emergency services. 

Still, the logistical problems posed by 
modem-day eclipses are very different in 
character from those of the past. In 1560. 
the announcement in France of a forth- 
coming edipse led to widespread panic as 
people thought il meani an imminent day 
of divine reckoning and began fighting for 
a place in ihe queue for the confessional. 


The UK government’s role in the 
European Union’s commitment to reduce 
its greenhouse-gas outputs by 8 per cent will 
be a tough one on three fronts. 

First, Labour will have to decide how 
any cuts are implemented. The obvious sug- 
gestion - that all sectors, such as domes- 
tic, industrial and transport - should cut 
outputs of the six named gases equally, will 
meet opposition from groups like the 
Confederation of British Industiy (CBJ). 
They think the initial burden should fall on 
easier targets for improvement, such as the 
domestic sector. 

Secondly, the exact allocation of cuts has 
to be parcelled out among EU members, 
and under the procedure known as “bur- 
den sharing", in which richer countries with- 
in the union have to shoulder larger cuts, 
the UK’s share of reduction emissions may 
be closer to 10 per cent, rather than 8 per 
cent. This will be a tough negotiating issue 


which Britain will oversee during its pres- 
idency of the EU next year. It has already 
been taking a dose interest, as Luxembourg, 
the current EU president, recognised ear- 
ly on that it would not have the negotiat- 
ing resources to tackle Kyoto on its own, 
and called on Britain for assistance. 

Thirdly, the Labour Party manifesto 
commits the UK to a 20 per cent cut in car- 
bon-dioxide emissions. Post-Kyoto, this 
seems excessive. Carbon dioxide is the least 
-warming” of the “basket” of six gases (car- 
bon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, hy- 
dro fluorocarbons. peril uorocarbons and 
sulphur hexafluoride ) involved in the agree- 
ment There seems little point in making 
high-profile commitments to major cuts in 
a gas if we might meet - or even exceed - 
our targets by other means. 

It remains to be seen whether Labour 
will quietly drop this target, or brandish it 
as an example to be achieved. 

But some of the early lobbying will al- 
most certainly come from the business sec- 
tor, which is keen to escape any early 
strictures on its output. Michael Roberts, 
of the CB1, suggested yesterday that the 
Government should start by “plucking the 
low-lying fruit”, and reduce energy con- 
sumption in the domestic, rather than in- 
dustrial sector. 
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Police and 
lawyers delay 
prosecutions 


Government lawyers, the police 
and banisters are all criticised 
today in a report on the quality 
of the prosecution service. 

The National Audit Office 
attacks barristers for receiving 
then returning prosecution 
cases, causing widespread de- 
lays. The report says this hap- 
pens in three-quarters of cases, 
and that in a third of these the 
prosecutions are then handled 
by barristers described as “of in- 
appropriate quality”. 

Victims of crime arc not 
being involved in the prosecu- 
tion of their attackers, especially 
in cases where charges arc 
dropped, according to the Gov- 
ernment watchdog . 

It criticises the Crown Pros- 
ecution Service for not giving 
full enough explanations to po- 
lice to pass on to victims where 
they decide not to prosecute. 
Charges do not proceed in 12 
per cent of cases, a slight im- 
provement on recent years. 

The report says only one 
third of police files meet both 
time and quality guidelines. 

The NAO attacks the lack of 
independence of the CPS In- 
spectorate and the delays and 
cost in bringing in a new com- 
puterised scheme to enable it to 
keep track of cases. The project, 
originally expected to cost £Sm, 
will now cost £16m. 

Michael Streeter, 
Legal Affairs Correspondent 



Peter Rabbit visiting the bookshop at the Royal Festival Hall, where the Royal Ballet is performing The Tales of 
Beatrix Potter from 23 December to 17 January. Alastair Marriott dances Peter Rabbit Photograph: Laune Lewis 
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Mystery of BA jet 
and Russian fighters 


in near miss 


British air safety 
investigators have a 
reputation of being 
among the finest in the 
world. However, says 
Randeep Ramesh, Transport 
Correspondent, in a 
report issued yesterday 
they have failed to 
explain why two Russian 
fighter aircraft and their 
refuelling plane narrowly 
missed crashing into a 
British Airways jet 
carrying 110 passengers 
this summer. 


BA's Boeing 737 was heading to- 
wards Gatwick when it had to 
take avoiding action to miss 
three Russian military jets 
which had descended lower 
than their instructed course. 

The BA aircraft - en route 
from Aberdeen - had to take a 
steeper than normal left tum 
and passed half a mile from the 
Russian aircraft. The incident 
occurred last July in clear skies 
over Reading in Berkshire. 

The Russian formation team 


- consisting of two Sukhoi $U 
30s and the Ilyushin IL 76 
tanker aircraft — had been de- 
scending from 35,000ft on its ap- 
proach to RAF Fairford in 
Gloucestershire from Kalin- 
jnggrad. When at 18,000ft, it 
started to drift, inexplicably 
downwards. 

Then at 16,000ft, it started 
to descend again - despite be- 
ing told'to hold its position - and 
almost caused a catastrophe. 
Only the quick reactions of the 
controllers and the BA crew 
averted the disaster which saw 
the aircraft come within 600ft 
of each other. 

The BA captain filed an re- 
port stating he estimated the 
“miss distance" as about 400ft 
vertically and 800m horizontally. 

There are at least three ex- 
planations. One, that some 
equipment was faulty on the 
Russian tanker craft. It was 
the only jet in two-way com- 
munication with air traffic con- 
trollers. Two, the Russian pilots 
misunderstood an instruction in 
English. The report says the air 
traffic controllers had had dif- 
ficulty communicating with the 
Russian aircraft, which were fly- 
ing in formation on their way to 


an air show. 

Another, more sinister the- 
ory, would be that the military 
pilots would not answer ques- 
tions. This is unlikely as the 
Russian crew did co-operate 
enough to produce an accident 
report. 

The Air Accidents Investi- 
gation Branch said in its report 
that procedures for dealing 
with military formation flights 
in civil air space should now be 
tightened. 

The Department of Envi- 
ronment, Transport and the 
Regions refused to help. David 
Stewart, a spokesman, said: 
“We are not going to ask any in- 
spectors any questions on your 
behalf. If it is not in the report, 
we are not going to help.’ 

This attitude is unlikely to 


change. Safety agencies and 
regulatory bodies in Britain.do 
not publish the evidence they re- 
ceive because officials claim 
that otherwise their decisions 
could be questioned. This stfll 
leaves many unanswered ques- 
tions in the case of the BA jet 
and the Russian flying team. 
What can be said is hundreds 

of lives were pul in peril and the 

reason why is unknown. 


DAILY POEM 


Two men at once 

B> t Jonman MacCaig 


In the Culag Bar a fiddler is playing fast-rippling tunes with easy 
dexterity. 


How do I know? I'm in Edinburgh. 


On the pier, sun-scorched tourists 
hang their bellies over improbable shorts. 


How do I know? I'm in Edinburgh. 


In the I’eyatie bum a man 
hooks a trout. It starts rampaging. 


And I’m in E Jut burgh. 


Or so I say. How easy to be 
wo men at once. 


One smiling and drinking cnjjee 
in Leamington Terrace, Edinburgh. 


The other cutting the pack of memories 
and turning up ace after ace after ace. 


This poem completes our selection from the Edinburgh poet Nor- 
man MacCaig, who was bom in the city in 1910 and died there 
in 1996. They come from his Selected Poems, edited by Dou- 
glas Dunn and recently published by Chatto «& Windus (£8.99). 


Scout leader 
abused boys 


A former Scout leader and 
care worker was yesterday 
convicted of a string serious sex- 
ual offences against young boys 
after detectives uncovered a cat- 
alogue of systematic abuse, 
stretching over 10 years. 

David Stanley, 49, ofTblford, 
Shropshire, was found guilty on 
six counts of buggery, and two 
counts of attempted buggery 

against Scouts and beys in his care. 

He was also convicted at 
Worcester Crown Court on 
eight counts of indecent assault 
and one of possessing indecent 
photographs with a view to dis- 
tributing them on the Internet. 
Stanley had denied all sexual as- 
sault charges, but pleaded guDty 
to the possession of -porno- 
graphic pictures which he trad- 
ed on the IntemeL The jury 
acquitted Stanley on two counts 
of buggery and six of indecent as- 
sault Three further counts of in- 
decent assault were left on file. 
One charge of attempted bug- 
gery was discharged. He was 
cleared on one count of buggery. 
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Racing certainty; The Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, whose schedule for a trip to China is revolving around his desire to visit Hong Kong's Happy Valley race track (above) 


Robin Cook has set a 
problem for his officials 
as they plan his first visit 
to the Chinese mainland 
as Foreign Secretary. 
They have been told 
that, on the Hong Kong 
leg of the trip, their boss 
- a distinguished horse- ' 
race tipster - must have 
his night at the Happy 
Valley race track, even if 
it means juggling his 
China schedule around 
the race meetings. 
Stephen Vines in Hong 
Kong and Teresa Poole in 
Peking report. 

The logistics have nor been 
easy, because the Hong Kong 
races only occur on Wednesdays 
and at weekends and there are 


other, rather more serious mai- 
lers of protocol which rausi 
take priority. Bui Mr Cook is a 
frustrated race-goer. When he 
came to Hong Kong for the han- 
dover to Chinese rule on l 
July, the horse-racing season 
had finished. On a visit in May 
19%, the season was on but Mr 
Cook had to get back to Lon- 
don to attend to urgent parlia- 
mentary business. So he is 
leaving little to chance for this 
third official visit. 

The Foreign Secretary will 
therefore be in Hong Kong on 
Wednesday, 21 January to start 
his official meetings in the for- 
mer colony. And that evening 
be will be sitting in one of the 
luxury boxes at the newly re- 
furbished Happy Valley race- 
course. There is iittfe flexibility 
with the date, because Mr 
Cook's trip to China and Hong 
Kong has to take place in the 
week of 19 January in order not . 


to clash with the previous 
weeks visit to Peking of Mar- 
garet Beckcll. Presidem of the 
Board of Trade . 

Any further delay, and he 
will run into the following 
week’s Chinese New Year hol- 
iday. when China effectively 
shuts down. He also has to Gt 
in with the travel plans of his 
counterpart, Qian Qichen. who 
is due back from a trip to Africa 
just before Mr Cook's China vis- 
it. 

Planning meetings are tak- 
ing place to uv to find a way 
of acoommodaung the demands 
of horse racing and Sino-British 
relations. 

Al first it was suggested by 
the British that the problem 
could be solved if Mr Cook ar- 
rived first in Guangzhou (Can- 
ton). moving from there to 
Hong Kong, and then to Peking 
for a day of meetings on Thurs- 
day. 22 January. 


To Chinese eyes, this would 
be a big break with established 
diplomatic protocol, which de- 
mands that a visiting foreign sec- 
retary should make Peking the 
first stop on the mainland. 

Nevertheless, a request was 
made to the Chinese for this 
schedule. 

Before the Chinese replied, 
the logistical problems of or- 
ganising this itinerary began to 
worry UK officials. 

It would have meant Mr 
Cook leaving the Happy Valley 
race track just before the last 
race on 21 January. He would 
then have been whisked to the 
airport and flown by a govern- 
ment VC- 1 0 to Peking, arriving 
early on Thursday, where Chi- 
nese protocol officials would 
have had to lurn out in the mid- 
dle of the night at the airport 
to meet him. 

Nevertheless, this was still 
the plan at the beginning of this 


week, but wiser counsel seems 
to have prevailed. The night at 
the races is still safe but the 
Guangzhou stop of the visit has 
been dropped, despite the orig- 
inal notion that it was useful for 
Mr Cook to see somewhere in 
mainland China other than 
Peking. The British side hopes 
Mr Qian will be available slight- 
ly earlier that week, so Mr 
Cook will arrive first in Peking 
and fly to Hong Kong by 
Wednesday, and back to Lon- 
don. He will not get the chance 
to see a bit more of China - but 
will get to Hong Kong in lime 
for the races. 

One obvious benefit of the 
revised timetable is that Mr 
Cook will be able - if he wish- 
es - to make use of normal 
scheduled flights, rather then 
needing bis own plane for a late- 
night Hong Kong-Peking flight. 

Although the planning of the 
visit has been complicated by 


the lure of the turf, Mr Cook has 
serious business to transact. 
The main purpose of the visit 
is to build on the warming re- 
lations between London and 
Peking since the Hong Kong 
handover. He will also lay the 
ground for the planned Tony 
Blair trip Jater this year. Mr 
Blair met President Jiang 
Zemin in Hong Kong the night 
of the handover, with much ban- 
ter from the Chinese side about 
the youth of the new British 
Prime Minister. 

Mr Cook's love of horse-rac- 
ing might also make for some 
friendly exchanges, 

Chinese officials love going 
to the races in Hong Kong. Lar- 
ry Yung, the son of the Chinese 
vice-president Rong Yircn. is a 
senior steward of what used to 
be called the Royal Hong Kong 
Jockey Club - now simply 
known as the Hong Kong Jock- 
ey Club. 


Lassitude rules 
as economy sinks 


When Britain packed 
its bags and left Hong 
Kong, the general 
expectation was that 
the post-colonial 
regime would be 
preoccupied by political 
problems. Instead, it is 
becoming overwhelmed 
by an economic crisis. 
But, as Stephen Vines 
reports, the people who 
run the government are 
showing few signs of 
recognising the gravity 
of the situation. 


A sharp recession is already 
starting to take its toll on 
Hong Kong, but in government 
circles there is a pervasive 
sense of smug complacency. 

An opinion poll conducted 
last week showed a sharp dip 
in public confidence in the 
economy. Last summer more 
than 80 per cent of those 
polled were expressing confi- 
dence. The recent poll showed 
that 60 per cent still felt able 
to remain optimistic. This is a 
low figure by Hong Kong stan- 
dards, because people here 
tend to he resolutely bullish. 

The reasons for pessimism 
are not hard to find, although 
official statistics have yet to re- 
I fleet the problems. Carrie 
I Lee. who runs a stationery 
business, said: “We just sit 
around at the moment, wait- 
ing for the phone to ring. 
Everyone is being very careful; 
they don’t even want to spend 
money on paper.” The owner 
of a hitherto successful 
graphic-design business said he 
had cut staff and moved the 
rest of the business into one 
floor. He used to occupy 
three. “After October business 
just dried up; our cash flow dis- 
appeared. I’ve never seen it 
so bad.” 

Even in the financial sec- 
tor. where bumper bonuses 
were the order of the day. lay- 
offs are gathering pace: one 
large investment house has 


laid off a third of its staff. A 
slump in tourism, one of Hong 
Kong's biggest currency earn- 
ers, is producing redundancies 
in hotels and restaurants. The 
Japanese owned Yaohan 
department-store chain, one of 
the biggest in the territoiy, has 
gone into liquidation, threw* 
mg 1,000 people out of work. 

A newspaper poll yesterday 
showed 75 per cent of em- 
ployees surveyed feared they 
would lose their jobs. Interest 
rates are rising to historically 
high levels as a result of what 
is increasingly looking like a 
panicky reaction by the mon- 
etary authorities to counter 
speculation against the local 
currency. This is squeezing the 
business sector and causing 
pain for holders of modest 
home loans. 

The property market has 
responded rapidly to the 
interest-rate rise, with trans- 
actions practically grinding to 
a hall and prices plunging by 
as much as a third. A medium- 
sized estate-agent chain went 
into liquidation. 

In these circumstances the 
administration might have 
been expected to show some 
appreciation of the problem. 

But Tung Chee-hwa. the 
Chief Executive, keeps reit- 
erating that “everything is 
fine’. 

Sir Donald Tsang. his fi- 
nancial secretary, recently 
predicted “the dust might set- 
tle down by Christmas". He re- 
fuses to admit that the 
economy is in decline and 
sticks to his forecast of 5 J per 
cent growth for the coming 
year. 

This is treated with in- 
credulity by some local econ- 
omists. The conservative Hang 
Seng Bank, for example; is pre- 
dicting growth of no more than 
4 per cent. Sir Donald's target 
could be met only bv an infu- 
sion of Keynesian-style gov- 
ernment intervention, which 1 
would probably mean a mas- 
sive public-housing construc- 
tion splurge, which would lead 
to high inflation, raising Hong 
Kong's already high prices. 
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1997 ‘Top Direct Lender Over Two Years* - What Mortgage Magazine* 


arrangement fees, 
valuation fees, 
mortgage indemnity fees, 
early redemption penalties. 

wonder other mortgage 
lenders are worried. 


* Mortgage example of £80,000 repayable over 25 years (300 monthly payments). 
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Hutu slaughter of 
200 Tutsis reopens 
Rwanda’s wounds 


Hutu rebels in Rwanda appear to 
be stepping up their attacks on 
Tutsi -survivors of the 1994 
genocide. Brennan Linsley of 
Associated Press reports from 
Kigali on the latest atrocity. 


Suspected Hutu rebels attacked a camp for 
Tula refugees in north-western Rwanda yes- 
terday, killing as many as 200 people. 

The attackers raided about 100 tents in 
the camp, which houses several thousand 
refugees from the Masisi area in neigh- 
bouring Congo, according to Paula Gtae- 
dini, spokeswoman for the United Nau'ons 
High Commissioner for Refugees. The 
Rwandan military put the death toll at 230. 

The marauders used Han d grenades, ma- 
chetes and guns during the 15-minute, ear- 
ly morning raid, said Colonel Kayumba 
Nyamwasa, a regional commander of 
Rwanda's Tutsi-led army. 

Col Kayumba said soldiers had been un- 
able to Tepel the attackers, who fled into 
Congo after the slaughter.The UNHCR 
requested medical supplies for about 200 
wounded being treated at the hospital in 
Gisenyi, about 100 km north-west of the 
capita], Kigali. 

It was the second attack on Mudeode 


camp since August, when more than 100 
refugees were killed during a raid blamed 
on Hutu rebels. 

The refugees had Qed the Masisi region 
in mid-1996 to escape attacks by Hutu rebels, 
who were then based at the refugee camps 
in eastern Zaire, since renamed Congo. 

Authorities say the rebels, responsible 
for the deaths of 500,000 minority Ibtsis 
in Rwanda's 1994 Hutu genocide, have 
mixed with more than 1 million Hutu civil- 
ians who returned to Rwanda late last year. 

Rwanda's Ihtsi-led government blames 
the rebels for a surge in violence in the 
north-western corner of Rwanda. Barely a 
week passes without a rebel ambush or an 
attack on a jail. 

Yesterday's attack coincided with US 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright’s 
one-day visit to Kigali, where she met Pres- 
ident Pasteur Bizhnungu and Vice Presi- 
dent Paul Kagame. 

Ms Albright said: “There is clearly 
room for improvement in the human rights 
record for Rwanda. Given the history of the 
genocide . .. we understand how difficult it 
must be for them. A lot has been done al- 
ready [to improve human rights] but they 
have a long way to go.” 

Ms Albright said the US was determined 
to help Rwanda come to terms with the af- 
termath of the 1 994 genocide. 



Insect appeal: A popular children’s pet in Queensland, Australia, is the woriefs biggest cockroac K/Vtocro ponesthla rhinoceros, 
which is 80mm long and weighs 35 grams. It is seen here alongside the common roach Photograph: Jeff Wright/Remers 



Chileans run 
away from 
election duty 


Chileans hid in bushes, climbed 
up poles, locked themselves m 
bathrooms. feignetTillnesses 
and alleged they could not read 
or write to avoid being pressed 

into electoral inspection duties 

yesterday. , 

The mid-tenn legislative 
election was delayed in many of 
the 28,523 polling stations as au- 
thorities failed to find enough 
citizens willing to serve as in- 
spectors. Officials said the dif- 
ficulties were especially felt m 
Santiago, where media report- 
ed that people hid from soldiers 
guarding the polling stations. 

Carlos Figueroa, the interi- 
or minis ter, who organised the 
election, was unable to cast his 
ballot because his polling sta- 
tion lacked the required num- 
ber of inspectors. 

Figueroa told reporters that 
electoral authorities would have 
to enforce a law which stipulates 
that the fiist three citizens who 
show up to vote must be ap- 
pointed as inspectors, unless 
they have a valid reason not to. 

Voting is mandatory for 
Chile’s 8.6 million registered 
voters. Pollsters, however, have 
forecast that one-third of the 
electorate could cast void bal- 
lots or not even bother to vote. 

— Reuters, Santiago 
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Netanyahu’s wife comes 
under fresh press attack 


The wife of Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu, the Israeli Prime Min- 
ister, was thrust into the eye of 
another storm in Israel yester- 
day over a newspaper report 
which alleged that she bad 
abused her position and tor- 
mented subordinates. 

Mr Netanyahu's office issued 
a blanket denial of the claims 
made about his 39-year-old 
wife Sara by Yedioth Ahronoth, 
Israel’s best-selling daily. A 
spokesman said: “We don’t re- 
act to such gossip.” The report, 
which dominated radio chat 
shows for hours, was the latest 
saho against the first lady. 

Among the allegations, at- 
tributed to unnamed officials 
and witnesses, was a claim that 


Sara Netanyahu kept an office 
in the prime ministry building, 
two secretaries and a media ad- 
viser, at the taxpayers’ expense. 

The newspaper also alleged 
that she had fired three nannies 
and two secretaries since Mr 
Netanyahu took office IS 
months ago, thrown shoes at a 
housekeeper because they 
weren't polished property and 
forced erstwhile friends to ad- 
dress her as “Mrs Netanyahu". 

Mr Netanyahu, who put his 
family in the spotlight during an 
American-style /election cam- 
paign last year, has portrayed 
Sara, his third wife, as the. vic- 
tim of a hostile press and a no- 
holds-barred opposition. 

— Reuters. Jerusalem 


Floods kill 81 
in Somalia 


US to tackle 
computer bug 


Floods in Somalia have killed 81 
more people, bringing the death 
toll to almost 1.700 since rain be- 
gan to deluge eastern arid south- 
ern Somalia in late September, 
aid agencies said yesterday. 

More than 230,000 people 
have been displaced and almost 
30,000 livestock are reported 
lulled, according to a state- 
ment by the Nairobi-based So- 
malia Aid Co-ordination Body 
(SACB). 

Aid officials, who collate 
daily casualty figures, say flood- 
related diseases such as malar- 
ia account for an increasing 
number of the 1,695 deaths. 

— Reuters, Nairobi 


The Clinton administration in- 
tends to order more than a 
dozen federal agencies to redi- 
rect hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars in their technology budgets 
to fix the year 2000 computer 
problem, an administration of- 
ficial said yesterday. 

Many old programs that 
recognise dates in two-digit 
formats “97" for 1997 - will 
run awry as the century turns, 
unable to distinguish 2000 from 
1900. The government may 
spend up to $4bn (£2.5bn) to 
avert widespread government 
computer crashes from the so 
called “millennium crisis’". 

— AR Washington 
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joining the club: Citizens of Tallinn, Estonia, and nine other former Soviet bloc countries will soon be welcomed to the European Union fold 


Photograph: K Gillham 


US co tackle 

co?rr?Jter dds 


European Union leaders 
meet in Luxembourg 
today to start the 
process of admitting 
millions of central and 
East Europeans to the 
bloc. But divisions over 
monetary union, Turkey, 
and a row about the 
money to pay for 
expansion could 
overshadow a 
momentous occasion in 
the post-Cold War era, 
reports /Catherine Butler. 


The people of 20 former Soviet - 
bloc countries as well as the 
Turks and Cypriots are clam- 
ouring to be admitted to the 
most powerful economic dub in 
the world. 

By the time they leave Lux- 
embourg tomorrow evening, 
EU leaders having grappled 


first with a dispute over Britain's 
exclusion from the new single 
currency chib, are expected to 
have agreed an enlargement 
strategy which picks the cher- 
ries off the east European tree. 
They will invite the Poles, 
Czechs, Hungarians, Slovenians 
and Estonians, as well as the 
Cypriots, all of whom have 
been judged ready to enter ne- 
gotiations on 31 March. 

After years of wrangling 
about the danger of opening 
new dividing lines in Europe if 
they start with just a chosen few, 
the selective approach appears 
to have won out. The Swedes 
and Danes are set to drop de- 
mands that all three Baltic 
states be brought in to the bloc 
at the same pace. 

Butthe deal will be packaged 
in such a way as to mollify the 
disappointed East Europeans, 
allowing them to claim that 
they are not being shut behind 
wbat the Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook calls a Velvet Car- 


tain. The Latvians. Lithuanians, 
Slovaks, Bulgarians and Ro- 
manians will be officially de- 
clared candidates and admitted 
in March alongside the front- 
runners to a “screening" pro- 
cedure under which their 
economies will be vetted against 
the European “acquis" - the 
90,000 pages of single market 
legislation which all applicants 
have to take on board. 

In theory any of them will be 
free to move into full negotia- 
tions as soon as they make the 
grade. But a longstanding 
dilemma over Turkey, which 
first applied to join the EU in 
1963, could still hijack the sum- 
mit. Greek Prime Minister 
Costas Simitis has threatened to 
veto plans to invite Turkey to a 
standing “European Confer- 
ence’ originally conceived as a 
grand launch of the enlarge- 
ment process, for all appli- 
cants. It will be opened by the 
Queen in London in Februaiy. 

Turkey’s inclusion was de- 


signed to give Ankara the im- 
pression it, too, was part of the 
“European family" - even 
though few member states are 
comfortable about the prospect 
of Turkish membership because 
of the country’s relative poverty, 
its size and religious make-up. 

To appease Athens, the 
other leaders may have to agree 
that the standing conference will 
seek to tighten links between all 
“European" countries on such 
matters as human rights reform, 
drug trafficking and crime but 
make no reference whatsoever 
to EU enlargement. Thai for- 
mula would however rob the 
conference of any meaning 
since the Council of Europe al- 
ready exists to promote loose 
links between 40 European 
governments. 

Tony Blair, who was lobbied 
by the Turkish prune minister 
earlier this week, will be among 
those leaders who will insist (hat 
Turkey be given equal billing as 
a potential ELI member. Britain 


considers it essential to keep 
alive membership hopes as a 
way of boosting pro-Western re- 
formists and dampening the 
rise of Islamic fundamentaiism. 

For Ankara, a declaration 
from the summit of Turkey's 
eligibility as an official 
“candidate" on the same 
criteria as other applicants 
would be a victory. But the 
Greeks bold a veto on this and 
are seeking to add a further 
human rights condition. 

Potentially even more ex- 
plosive to the whole enlarge- 
ment plan is its impact on the 
EU's hugely expensive farm 
and regional aid policies. 
Spain, (he biggest beneficiaiy 
of grant aid from the bloc's 
structural funds, fears that the 
admission of countries where 
telephones are still a luxury will 
squeeze the existing poorer 
regions. The Spanish reject 
the proposal that a light bud- 
ge! ceiling to cover expenditure 
up to 2006 be written into the 


Luxembourg conclusions. Bui 
Germany, despite wanting to 
see its eastern neighbours ad- 
mitted as soon as possible, is 
adamant there will be no extra 
money beyond what is gener- 
ated by a projected EU growth 
rate of 2.5 per cent. 

The Germans, who pay most 
of the EU’s bills, have already 
demanded a rebate on their own 
budget contributions and are re- 
sisting any radical reforms to the 
Common Agricultural Pob'cy 
even though enlargement 
would double the number of 
farmers dependent on it. 

The French, fearing that en- 
largement will push the EU’s 
cumbersome decisioa making 
machinery into paralysis, want 
a pledge from the summit that 
internal reforms will be carried 
out before any new members 
are admitted. This would in- 
volve a hugely controversial 
shake-tip to voting strengths and 
national representation in :he 
European Commission. 
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class of '51 made it to 15 
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First, there were six. The orig- 
inal European Coal and Steel 
Community treaty in 1951 was 
signed by Belgium, West Ger- 
many, France. Italy, Luxem- 
bourg and the Netherlands. 

The same countries signed 
up in 1957 to the Treaties ut 
Rome, which established (he 
European Economic Commu- 
nity, the forerunner of today s 
European Union, 

Then there were nine. After 
protracted negotiations. Den- 
mark. Ireland and the United 
Kingdom became members in 
1973. taking the EC nutside its 
historic continental heartland - 
and beginning, some w«<uld ar- 
gue. all the problems"! the last 
25 years. 

Nine became ten in |9*si. 


when Greece, newly liberated 
from military rule, was admit- 
ted. the first in a southwards 
movement. 

Spain and Portugal joined 
in 19S6, taking the total to 
twelve. 

Tun became one in 1990. 
when Wes! Germany unified 
with East Germany, adding a 
whole new direction of move- 
ment: East. 

Fifteen is the current total, 
after Austria. Finland and Swe- 
den joined in 1995. taking the 
EU to the burden; of Russia and 
the Arctic Circle. 

The next step is lo deal with 
five East European applicants 
- Poland, the Czech Republic. 
Hungary. Slovenia and Estonia 
• and Cyprus. 


«Ca» y : CYPRUS 


That would lake it lo twen- 
ty-one members by the begin- 
ning of the next century. 

But there are six other ap- 
plicants. which are not deemed 
ready yet lo begin membership 
negotiations. 

Five are from Central and 
Eastern Europe - Slovakia, Bul- 
garia, Romania, Latvia and 
Lithuania. The sixth is Turkey, 
which Is a more distant prospect 
for membership. That would 
take membership to twenty- 
seven. Other past applicants in- 
clude Norway, which rejected 
the idea in a referendum, Mal- 
ta. which has also cooled to the 
idea, Morocco and Switzer- 
land. If all the applicants were 
to join, the EU would have 30 
members. 
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Defence ministry 
aided neo-Nazi 
‘Aryan’ project 


The German 
government is under fire 
over the army’s links to 
neo-Nazis. Imre Kama 
reports from Bonn on 
the latest revelations. 


The German Defence Minister 
was yesterday accused of mis- 
leading parliament over army 
donations to a neo-Nazi led 
organisation which seeks to 
repopulate East Prussia with 
Aryan stock. 

On Wednesday Volker Riihe 
had told the Bundestag’s de- 
fence committee that his min- 
istry had been unaware that the 
beneficiary of its largesse had 
been the convicted neo-Nazi 
terrorist Manfred Roedel. But 
according to an investigative re- 
port aired on national television 
last night, Roeder's name ap- 
peared on the begging letters 
sent to the ministry. 

Roeder, one of the best- 
known neo-Nazis in Germany, 
had spent eight years in jail for 
a multitude of crimes, including 
arson at a refugee home which 
claimed the lives of two Viet- 
namese immigrants. According 


to the television report, he had 
first approached the defence 
ministry in 1993, three years af- 
ter his release from j ail 

Roeder wanted help for his 
organisation - a registered char- 
ity - to conduct “humanitarian 
work” in the Kaliningrad region 
■of Russia, formerly known as 
Konigsberg. The aim of the 
“charity” was never concealed: 
to gather ethnic Germans from 
ail over the former Soviet 
Union in the now Russified city 
of Kaliningrad. 

At the recommendation of 
the German foreign minis try, 
Roeder received from the army 
a van and two smaller vehicles, 
as well as tools and smaller do- 
nations. In 1995 Roeder was in- 
vited to lecture at the 
Bundeswehr academy about 
his “humanitarian'' work. 

“Roeder's appearance at the 
Academy shows that we are un- 
fortunately not dealing with 
just a couple of drink-crazed 
thugs in uniform," commented 
retired general Gerd SchmOck- 
le yesterday. “The scandal re- 
veals staggering weaknesses in 
leadership at the Hardthohe 
[Defence Ministry].” 

Mr Riihe's assertion is that 


Roeder had somehow duped his 
way into the Academy, and no- 
body noticed with whom they 
were dealing. Furthermore, the 
defence ministry claims that 
the vehicles for Roeder’s “char- 
itable" work were obtained by 
another member of the organ- 
isation not noted for neo-Nazi 
activities. Germany keeps de- 
tailed lists of political extrem- 
ists, which are circulated to all 
government departments. 
Roeder would have been some- 
where in the top 10 of these lists. 

If it emerges that the ministry 
had dealt with Roeder in person 
in its official correspondence, Mr 
Ruhe's last line of defence - 
sheer stupidity - collapses. In 
yesterday's heated parliamentary 
debate, the Green MP Angeli- 
ka Beer directly accused the 
minis ter of lying. 

The Greens and the Social 
Democrats are jointly calling for 
a parliamentary inquiry, be- 
yond the independent inquest 
ordered by Mr RQhe. 

Once regarded as one of two 
possible successors to Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl, Mr Ruhe's 
political prospects now appear 
limited to hanging on until 
elections next September. 



l*- ^ - - - - ‘ ■ ■■ ■ ■ ■ ‘ — — — 

Cool customer: An elderly ice-swimmer, one of the self-styled ‘walruses’ who believe their hobby helps bund 
resistance to illness, takes to the River Neva in St Petersburg yesterday Photograph: Reuters 

Goose is cooked for traditional foie gras producers 


Ducks have waddled past geese 
as the source of foie gras, the 
gourmet pate treat traditional- 
ly consumed in France at 
Christmas, the government 
reported yesterday. 

More than 10.00ft tonnes of 
foie gras - the fat-laden liver 


from force-fed birds - came 
from ducks Last year compared 
to about 540 tonnes from geese, 
the agriculture ministry' said. 

This year, it added, even 
more would come from ducks 
because they grew faster, need- 
ed little cage space and could 
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be force-fed by hydraulic or 
pneumatic machines. 

Most of the farms raising 
geese to produce foie gras use 
traditional methods, bringing 
them up in the farmyard and 
s niffin g whole grains down their 
throats on an individual basis. 


Little foie gnu is consumed 
outside France. A few dozen 
tonnes are exported to Japan, 
but the United States bans im- 
ports on the grounds that the 
force-feeding process consti- 
tutes cruelty to animals. 

— Reuters, Paris 


Grave Yeltsin 
appears on 
television 


President Boris Yeltsin ap- 
peared on Russian television 
yesterday a day after going 
down with an acute viral infec- 
tion and being ordered tty his 
doctors to rest. 

The Kremlin said the 06-year 
old president’s illness was not 
serious but Mr Yeltsin had to 
cancel plans to record a radio 
broadcast to mark today’s Con- 
stitution Day public holiday. 

The official television 
footage, released without sound, 
showed Mr Yeltsin greeting his 
chief-of-staff, \fclentin Yuma- 
shev, at the Barvikha sanatori- 
um outside Moscow, where the 
president is expected to stay for 
up to 12 days, 

Mr Yeltsin moved relative- 
ly freely but looked grave and 
did not smile. 

“The president is in some 
discomfort and has a tempera- 
ture of 37 JC," said a Kremlin 
statement. 

Bulgarian President Petar 
Stoyanov, who had been due to 
visit Moscow next week, told re- 
porters in Sofia he had spoken 
for 20 minutes by telephone 
with Mr Yeltsin yesterday and 
that his trip had been postponed 
until February or March. 

The Kremlin dismis sed a 
Western media report saying Mr 
Yeltsin had suffered a renewed 
bout of heart trouble. 

— Reuters, Moscow 


Spanish tycoons chip in to keep 
their king at sea in some style 


Spain’s royals, like their 
British counterparts, 
have a problem with 
their clapped-out yacht. 
But for King Juan Carlos, 
help may be at hand. 
Elizabeth Nash reports. 

King Juan Carlos yesterday 
welcomed to the Zarzuela 
Palace near Madrid a delegation 
of Spanish businessmen who 
want to buy him a new yacht to 
replace his much-loved but age- 
ing Fomina. The 25 entrepre- 
neurs from the Balearics have 
set up a Cultural Tourism Fund 
to raise 3bn pesetas (£13m) for 
the purpose in appreciation of 
the King's help in boosting the 
image of their islands. 

The royal family holiday 
every year in their summer 
palace. MarivenL on Mallorca, 
where the Fonuna, given to 
the King in 1979 by King Fahd 


of Saudi Arabia, is usually 
moored. It has provided count- 
less photo-opportunities for 
visiting dignitaries from Diana, 
Princess of Wales to Bill and 
Hillary Clinton. 

The businessmen want to or- 
der die new craft to be made 
ready for the summer of 1999- 
It will be constructed on the 
lines of one built for the king in 
1992 but which for reasons of 
economy he declined. The ship- 
yard was owned by Banesto 
bank, whose boss, Mario 
Conde, tried to give the yacht 
to the King as a present But he 
declined the offer from the 
man who was shortly to be 
sacked in disgrace, and who is 
on trial for fraud. 

Unlike Britain's royals, who 
are awaiting a decision on what 
wiU be done with the Britannia , 
King Juan Carlos and Queen 
Sofia have no private fortune of 
their own. They must be tempt- 
ed by an offer, backed by Lhe is- 


lands' regional authorities, that 
seems unlikely to arouse con- 
troversy. 

The tycoons are mostly men 
from humble beginnings who 
have in 30 years made fortunes 
from the economic revolution 
that transformed the islands of 
Mallorca, Minorca, Ibiza, Fbr- 
mentera and Cabrera into one 
of world's most popular tourist 
destinations. Their leader, 
Gabriel Barcelo, who runs a ho- 
tel chain, started as a busdriv- 
er. 

Fortuna has suffered a num- 
ber of embarrassing mechani- 
cal failures in its 18-year histoiy. 
Perhaps Lhe worst moment for 
the King was in 1988, when, with 
Lhe Prince of Wales on board, 
the yacht bad to be towed into 
the Maliorcan port of Seller by 
two fishing boats. In 1995 For- 
tuna had to withdraw from the 
King’s Cup regatta after a pro- 
peller fault caused an explosion 
in the engine room. 


Midland 

The Listening Bank 

Above average interest 


from Midland 

TESSA 

7.75% Tax Free 

Follow up TESSA 

7.75% Tax Free 

Exchequer 

90 Day Notice 

Up to £10,000 
£10,000+ 
£25,000+ 
£50,000+ 
£100,000+ 
£250.000+ 

Annual Interest 

Gross % Net % 

6.00 4.80 

6-20 4.96 

6.40 5.12 

6.50 530 

6.70 5.36 

6.85 5.48 

Exchequer 

30 Day Notice 

Up to £5.000 
£5,000+ 

£10.000+ 

£25.000+ 

£50.000+ 

Annual Interest 

Gross % Net % 

4.25 3.40 

4.75 3.80 

5.00 4.00 

5.50 4.40 

6.00 4.80 

Up to £10,000 
£10.000+ 
£25,000+ 
£50,000+ 
£100,000+ 
£250.000+ 

Monthly Interest 
Gross % Net % 

5.85 4.68 

6.04 4.83 

6.22 4.97 

632 5.05 

6.51 530 

6.65 5.32 

Up to £5,000 
£5.000+ 

£10.000+ 

£25.000+ 

£50,000+ 

Monthly Interest 

Gross % Net % 

4.17 3.33 

4.65 3.72 

4.89 3.91 

5.37 439 

5-85 4.68 


Meridian Savings 
(instant Access) 
Up to £10,000 
£ 10 , 000 + 
£25,000+ 
£50,000+ 


Gross % Net% 


4.65 

4.89 

5.37 

5.85 


3.72 

3.91 

4.29 

4.68 


Saver Plus 
(instant Access) 
Up to £5,000 
£5,000+ 
£ 10 , 000 + 
£25,000+ 
£50.000+ 


Gross % Net % 


421 

4.70 

4.94 

5.43 

5.92 


336 

3.76 

3.95 

4.34 

4.73 


These rates are effective from 5 January 1998 


_ to interest on savings 

Tax Free: Tax free means that the interest isfreeS? to anoKf* Mvin S 

Rates variable apphed ,0 ,nterest *vings. 

Midland Bank pic. 27-32 Poultry. London EC2P 2BX. 
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Ex-chairman damns 


Opera 

Lord Chadlington, who 
quit as chairman of the 
Royal Opera House last 
week, has angrily hit 
back at a scathing 
parliamentary report 
*.which forced his 
-g’esignation. Alexandra 
Wflfiams looks at the 
accusations directed at 
Gerald Kaufman, head of 
the Commons Culture 
Committee. 


Last week the Culture, Media 
and Sport Select Committee de- 
livered a damning indictment of 
the management at one of 
Britain's greatest cultural insti- 
tutions. 

The running of Covent Gar- 
den was “chaotic” and a “sham- 
bles" and the embattled board 
was told to resign. 

The chairman of the board, 
"7ord Cbadllngton, duly did so 
the day after the blistering 20- 
page publication, saying that 
was the honourable thing to do. 

His resignation speech was 
measured: “In the end 1 felt I 
don't want to be regarded as a 
public figure who sits on the 


House 


fence until someone pushes 
them off. I’ve been there only 
a year, but the responsibility lies 
with the board. I must give a 
lead, as a matter of honour.” 

However, yesterday he furi- 
ously hit back at the “hysterical 
hyperbole" of the report, ac- 
cusing the Committee of a 
“gross abuse” of its privileges for 
attacking “on the flimsiest of ev- 
idence and innuendo" public- 
spirited people who freely gave 
their time and money to the 
cause. Writing in The Spectator 
magazine, under the headline 
“Gerald, you're wrong ... and 
hysterical loo”, he said: “The 
language in which the commit- 
tee’s report is written - of which 
Mr Kaufman seems so proud - 
is insulting in the extreme." 

The committee of 11, 
chaired by Mr Kaufman, the 
Labour launched the in- 
quiry in July. It concluded that 
it would prefer to sec the House, 
facing the worst financial crisis 
in its 51 years, “run by a Philis- 
tine with the requisite financial 
acumen than by the succession 
of opera and ballet-lovers who 
have brought a great and valu- 
able institution to its knees.” 

The Royal Opera House has 
received £78m lottery money 
and an annual subsidy of more 


report 

than £ 14.5m but has an operat- 
ing deficit of £4 .5m, which is ex- 
pected to double by the end of 
1999. Last month the second res- 
cue package this year saved the 
house from insolvency. 

Yesterday, speaking from 
Florida, Lord Chadlington said: 
“The Spectator article was ex- 
tremely easy to write because it 
just flowed and is exactly how 1 
feel. Enormous strides have al- 
ready been made in putting the 
House in order and as for the ex- 
clusivity of House that's the 
very thing I was addressing." 

Whilst he accepted that 
change was needed, he said he 
bad already initiated much 
change, particularly in financial 
controls, management infor- 
mation and corporate gover- 
nance. He implied that he felt 
the committee had abused its 
powers by bounding people out 
of office and discrediting the ef- 
forts of management rather 
than just advising government. 

Chris Smith, Secretary of 
State for Culture, is expected to 
make an announcement con- 
cerning the future of the House 
next week. A department 
spokeswoman said: “Lord Chad- 
Unglon's comments are his per- 
sonal opinion, not something we 
would like to comment on.” 


Kirsty tunes in for £500,000 


Newsreader Kirsty Young’s po- 
sition as the brightest thing on 
Channel 5 was confirmed yes- 
terday when Hdk Radio signed 
&er up to present its daily 
breakfast show in a deal worth 
£500,000. It marks a growing 
trend for broadcasters to work 
across a number of outlets at the 
same time. 

Young. 28. will continue to 
present the Channel 5 evening 
news, where she has made a suc- 
cess of a unique format that in- 
volves her perching on a desk 
and walking around the studio. 
The current presenters of Talk 
Radio's breakfast show, Paul 


Ross and Carol McGriffin. will 
move to Talk’s weekend morn- 
ing show. The breakfast show is 
a mixture of news, entertain- 
ment interviews and phone ins. 

Other news programmes are 
understood to have been ap- 
proaching Young, but sbe re- 
cently signed a new contract to 
stay with Channel 5 until ZOO 0. 
The channel’s news programme 
has been praised for its new ap- 
proach: the format less formal, 
with shorter news items and the 
news agenda dictated less by 
Westminster reports and con- 
centiatingznore on “consumer 
interest” items. In a separate 


boost yesterday, the news show- 
picked up the Royal Television 
Society's craft and design award 
for the look of the show. 

Its style is designed to attract 
a younger audience than tradi- 
tional programmes and the 
show has been getting re- 
spectable ratings of around half 
a million. The distinctiveness 
of the show was confirmed last 
month, when the Independent 
Television Commission allowed 
Channel 5 to move Young's 
news to 7pm from January, the 
same time as Channel 4*s news, 
because they serve very differ- 
ent audiences. Paul McGinn 



Consuming passion: This yeart festive offering by London!? Tate Gallery; called Christmas Tree 1997 , by 
Michael Landy, 34, symbolises society’s waste. Called a ‘deeply moral world, its features include a 
Teletubby, plastic bags and a pizza box. Some items will be recycled. Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


BBC to tape 
the people's 
20th century 

The BBC has unveiled the first of 
its plans to mark the millennium. 
Pout McCann, Media Correspondent, 
explains why its scope may give a 
voice to those who history has 
ignored. 


The BBC is to produce the biggest oral his- 
tory archive in the country by recording 
nearly 3,000 hours of people talking about 
their lives during the 20th century as part 
of its plans to mark the mfliennium. 

Up to 500 hours of the archive will be 
broadcast on BBC local radio in 1999, while 
the rest will be made available to the Mil- 
lennium Dome, the British Library, local 
libraries and touring exhibitions. 

As well as the £lmoral history, which 
wflj be broadcast in 2000, the corporation 
has commissioned a £5m, 16-part history 
of Britain which will be written and pre- 
sented by Simon Schama, professor of his- 
tory at Columbia University in New York. 

The oral history project will be compiled 
by the BBC's 38 local radio stations in Eng- 
land and the radio stations in Scotland. 
Northern Ireland and Wiles. The plan is 
to talk to young and old people about then- 
lives at various times during the century. 
The interviews will be used to build up an 
archive of social history that can be accessed 
by CD -Rom and audio tape. 

Michael Green, former controller of Ra- 
dio 4, who is to direct the project, said: “The 
factor that makes this unique, apart from 
its sheer scale, is the. way it will focus on 
social histories. It will not be about how 
Governments fell, but about the everyday 
lives of everyday people in every corner of 
the land.” 

Dr Simon Szreter. lecturer in social his- 
tory at Cambridge University, said: “It’s 
colossal Oral history is important because 
it gives you access ro areas of history that 
are neglected by formal documents. It gives 
insights on the history of the working class, 
the history of women, or children or the 
history of sexuality. This is undoubtedly a 
very good initiative." 

For BBC television the millennium 
will be marked by a history of Britain since 
the Romans. It too will cover the history 
of how people lived. Professor Schama said: 
“It’s time for the popular medium of our 
time - television - to reintroduce the as- 
tonishing history of Britain’s past, big 
with glory and disaster, misery and splen- 
dour, to a new generation. It's time to re- 
discover the meaning of being British." 
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Christmas trees 
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THE BSA HAVE LAUNCHED A NEW CAMPAIGN TO 
CRACK DOWN ON THE ILLEGAL USE AND 

COPYING OF SOFTWARE “aw 

When it comes to 


ora yuu 

s 


without 

i 

The copying and. use of software 
without a licence is Illegal and 
pointless. Licensing is not as 
complicated as everyone thinks, and 
eligibility starts from just 10 PC’s. 

Teamed with Action Computer Supplies, 
the UK’s No. 1 Microsoft Open Licence 
Reseller, licensing is not only easy, it’s 
hassle free as Action does it all for you. 

Call our Licensing Team free on 

0500570058 

(your call will bo treated in the strictest confidence) 

It only takes one free 
phone call to stay legal... 


do BSh hove launched a now 
campaign to oracled own an the 
illegal ubq and oopylng of 
unlicensed software. Look oat for 
their adrartteementfl In the 
National Press 
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Sisterly love - can a 


Piccadilly prayer reach Chechnya? 


Nobody knows the fate of 
Camilla Carr and Jon James but 
ction, writes Jack O'Sullivan, has 
been added to silent hope. 


This Christmas, Alexandra Little will be 
tucked up in her comfortable house 
with husband and four children. For the 
41-year-old ex-model, with her alarmingly 
perfect white teeth and coiffured hair, 
there will be all the expensive pleasures 
that success in the advertising world pro- 
vide in the Surrey stockbroker belt. 

Meanwhile, her sister Camilla Carr 
may well, if she is still alive, be stuck in 
a freezing cell in some devastated quar- 
ter of Grozny, the prisoner of Chechen 
bandits who kidnapped her and Jon 
James, her partner, last July. 

The Carr sisters are very different 
creatures. If they weren’t related, perhaps 
they wouldn't want to know each other. 
When they were at public school in 
Shrewsbury, Camilla, jaunty and earnest 
with her long curly hair, was head of 
hockey, while her sister preferred to hide 
in the an room (“1 hated all sport”). Af- 
terwards Alexandra plunged lucratively 
into the commercial world of Soho ad- 
vertising, while Camilla went off to Am- 
sterdam to put on what Alexandra now 
remembers as “very wild, no I can’t use 
that word, let's say ‘avanl garde' plays.” 
She later became a respected sculptor. 
In Jon James she found a kindred spir- 
it. The son of a Gloucestershire postman, 
he has spent much of his life involved in 
alternative therapies and has particular 
interests in Native American and Celtic 
cultures. An outdoor type, at the age of 
10 he famously canoed the Severn tidal 
bore. “He only ever wants enough mon- 
ey to live on,” says his mother, Doris. 

Alexandra remembers a winter visit 
the pair made to her weekend cottage 
at Lyme Regis. “They just peeled off and 
ran down for a swim in the sea. It was the 
middle of February. Even my Norweigjan 
au pair was amazed.” 

Still, it wasn’t easy for Alexandra to 
understand why. last April, C amill a de- 
cided to drive across Europe with James. 
37. to Grozny. Each left a young son be- 
hind. They took an old Lada. The fami- 
ly still marvels at a photograph of them 
crouched over a stove just after they had 
arrived in Grozny: “No key, no electric- 
ity, so we make tea," is scribbled on the 
back. 

Now Camilla's survival, and her ab- 
ducted partner’s, could depend on 
Alexandra's ability to wage a campaign 
of which Jill Morrell would be proud. 

It started this week, when families of 
the kidnapped couple held a special ser- 
vice at St James’, Piccadilly. The open- 
ing hymn was Camilla’s favourite - 
“Lord of the Dance”, dozens of candles 
were lit by the congregation and eveiy- 
one held bauds for a “magic squeeze” 
that rippled through the congregation. 
Terry Waite reminded the families of an 
occasion when his wife read newspaper 
headlines saying he was dead. Never be- 
lieve anything you hear until it is con- 
firmed, he advised. John McCarthy 
spoke. “If they get any hint,” he said, 
“that we are ail here launching this cam- 



Kidnapping Westerners 
exploded into a multi-million 

r B t-d Bum ur 


dollar business, says Pht Reeves 


in Moscow 


nappings has turned the former war zone 
into a destination that is considerably more 



Waiting: Alexandra Little has had no news of her sister Camilla (below) for months. Below right, Camilla with )on James in Grozny Brian Harris 


paign, it will give them a huge amount 
of support and encouragemenL” 

For five months the family had re- 
mained silent about the kidnap in ac- 
cordance with the Foreign Office's 
desires; they had hoped that working be- 
hind the scenes would do the trick. Bui 
when that policy failed even to confirm 


Blur will help us.” says Alexandra. 

Although Camilla's brother. Raj. is in- 
volved, as is the family of Jon James. 
Alexandra is the central figure. Her hus- 
band, David Little, creative director of 
the London advertising agency Davies. 
Little Cowley, has helped organise the 
campaign. He’s strong-jawed with a 



that the couple were alive, the family de- 
rided it was time to make a move. And 
now, the FO, nervous of seeming lag- 
gardly - as they did over the McCarthy 
kidnap - smartly despatched their min- 
ister, Baroness Symons, to sit in the front 
row at the service. Further Christmas 
church events are planned, along with T- 
shins, concerts and a record - "We’re hop- 
ing that a really well-known group like 


hard-selling style usually reserved for pro- 
moting cornflakes. “I believe in consis- 
tency and icons." he says. “We have one 
simple theme - support Camilla and Jon 
- and one great photo that is being used 
eveiywhere. These are the two stick-of- 
rock elements.” 

David Utile has an equally candid lake 
on the Can family. “They range from 
complete free spirits to people with 


their feet on the ground. ' li was always 
so. Camilla and Alexandra's father W3S 
an Old Etonian bomber pilot in the Sec- 
ond World War. whose w ife Helen sup- 
plied the bohemian strain, graduating 
lrum the Slade School of Fine Art. She 
is descended from Thomas Cobbe. a 
British army officer who famously mar- 
ried an Indian 
princess from 
Udaipur in the last 
ecu tuiy and died on 
his journey back to 
Ireland leaving her 
with 10 children. 
Camilla look after 
her mother’s side of 
the family. The pair 
share interests in 
spiritual healing and 
Sufiism. “Camilla 
and I," says the 
mother proudly, 
“travelled together 
to Rajaslan in l*M4 
ion conference held 
by the Brahma Ku- 
maris to promote world peace.” 

1 ask Alexandra hew she is cuping with 
the kidnap. "There are days and days 
when you don't sleep." she says, “and then 
days w hen all you do is sleep because you 
are so tired. I had a lot of nightmares, es- 
pecially at the beginning, imagining that 
Camilla was in a dark wet cave. More re- 
cently. I have fell that she is being 
looked after in belter conditions. 1 don't 


know why. but 1 just feel iL It is more than 
likely that she has been moved. Maybe 
they have been sold on by their kidnap- 
pers for financial reasons. 

"Hearing about the kidnap was a ter- 
rible shock. I had been to ray daughter's 
speech day. We had beard on the car ra- 
dio thai a British married couple had been 
kidnapped in Chechnya, but 1 pul it out 
of my mind because Jon and Camilla 
aren’t married. Then when I got home 
about six, my mother-in-law was on the 
phone and said, 'Turn on the television 
immediately. It’s Camilla - 1 think she's 
been kidnapped.' So I turned the televi- 
sion on and 1 could sere Camilla’s face star- 
ing out at me.” 

The sisters had spoken only a few days 
before, when Camilla had been in 
Moscow, buying furniture for The Little 
Star, the centre for rehabilitating trau- 
mutised children, run under the auspices 
of the Centre for Peacemaking and 
Community Development a Quaker aid 
organisation. “There seemed to be no hint 
of danger. They seemed to be OK. They 
asked me to buy tennis racquets and send 
them over to the children. I was just about 
to buy them when the news came 
through. - 

This Christmas, their families hope the 
great physical and spiritual strength they 
have gathered during unconventional lives 
will carry them through the kidnap or- 
deal. But Camilla Carr and Jon James 
must be praying that the voices of sub- 
urbia will finally secure their release. 
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Why, despite everything, I could never mind the Gap 


WIN an OMEGA 
Seamaster Watch 


- as seen in Bond films ‘Goldeneye’ & 
‘Tomorrow Never Dies’ 


Was it the party invitation that did 
the trick? Not really. No, it was 
the photograph of course. To you 
it may just be a baby. To Gap it 
may just be a customer. But to 
Rosie Millard it is a world superstar. 



Be suave, stylish and sophis- 
ticated as James Bond by 
owning the OMEGA 
Seamaster Professional 
Diver watch. 


blue dial with luminous 
skeleton hands and anti- 
reflective s cratch-res isiant 
sapphire crystal. 


In Tomorrow Never Dies' 
Bond uses it to confront 
enemies in a world-wide 
battle for media power 
however, it can also keep 
the rime! 


We have one OMEGA 

Seamaster watch to win. to 
enter this competition, sim- 
ply dial the number below, 
answer the following ques- 
tion on line and leave your 
name and full address: 


It is water-resistant to 300 
metres; has a seif winding 
chronometer movement 
showing the hours, minutes, 
seconds and date; power 
reserve of 42 hours; unidi- 
rectional turning aluminium 
bezel; helium escape valve: 


Q: To what depth Is the 
OMEGA Seamaster 
watch water-resistant? 


Call 0930 564 007 


The woman in Gap Kids was quite clear. 
“There’s a kid’s parly next Sunday in 
this branch,” she said, wrapping up ray 
daughter's while zip-up funy boots (size 
0) and turquoise velour top, also zip-up, 
(size 3-6 months). “But it will he a 
nightmare, so come early.” She gives me 
a special invitation. A Gift For You. 
"Have your child's photo taken and 
placed in a card modeled (sic) after our 
ads," it reads. 

“There’ll be food, and face-painling. 

I won’t be there. I’m leaving”, continued 
the assistant with a manner implying she 
was more than a little weary of dealing 
with zip-up furry boots, size Midget. 

“I’m off to Jigsaw. I can't wait." 

There’s no doubt that if my 
daughter's life continues as it has begun, 
she will be very spoilt indeed. “But you 
can’t really spoil a four-month-old.” I 
claim, nervously laughing while biding 

evidence of her latest toy/dress/baUcry- 
driven plastic mobile from the 
inspection of the nanny. And a 
photograph in the style of a Gap advert! 
It would be so perfect. “I mean, she has 
the clothes, so a matching photograph: 
it's only proper,” I say to my husband as 
we pack a supply of emergency nappies 
and bottles for our weekend exodus to 
Gap Kids in Central London a fortnight 
before Christmas. 

The shop, if anything, is more 
crowded than the pavement outside. 
Which is saying something since half 
the Western world appears to have 


chosen this weekend to hit town. 
However, there ends the similarity. 
Everyone inside Gap Kids is toting a 
child. A woman of about 40 is prancing 
around in a fairy outfit. On a table are 
minute mince-pies and liny biscuits 
shaped like holly leaves, presumably 
for children. Fathers are guiltily eating 
them. 

I point to the lower ground floor; we 
need to go down to BabvGap, where 
instead of sweatpants for stubborn ]t>- 
year-olds. the rails are full of dear little 
velvet dresses for malleable linies. Gap 
Kids deals with placating children who 
want to be in an adult world; BahyGap 
is an empire designed for adults who 
want their children to look like 
something out of Peter Pan. And this is 
where the photographs are being taken. 
“We don't take pictures of anyone over 
five, really," says the assistant. “They 
don’t fit in Lhe studio.” And they’re not 
half as sweet either. 

We spend the obligatory £15 (of 
which 20 per cent goes to Barnados, I 
remind myself) on ;i dear little 
snowflake jumper. And a matching hat, 
and socks. Well, by the end it comes to 
quite a lot more than 15 quid, hut then 
you are helping charity. I remind my 
husband. Wc are then given a ticket and 
wait in line by lhe studio, where a man 
called Russell is taking the photos. 

The studio has that all-white 
background into which the children are 
placed and which all Gap adverts have 
to have for that classless, timeless, 
placeless look. Will our daughter. 
Phoebe, look like one of those sweet 
children one secs on the side of a hus, 
laughing easily in their Gup hats and 
cardigans? I hope so. 1 also secretly 
hope a Gap talent-spotter in the shop 
might see how pretty she is and select 
her for a global campaign. I 
immediaLelv banish the idea and think 



Phoebe in excelsis: she 
may not make an ad 
campaign but she makes 
a lovely Christmas card 


Calls cost 50p par minute at an times. Winners pteted at random after tines close 
22 December I9S7 Usual Newspaper Pubtohing rules apply. Editor’s decision b final 


snobbish thoughts about awful pushy 
parents like the mother of Brooke 
Shields. 

A rather sweet girl of about three is 
posing in the White Studio. She is 
wearing Dame Edna-like pink plastic 
glasses with no lenses in. “Come along. 
Florence." says her mother testily. The 
flash fires, and that's it; the Gap Free 
Gift amounts to one Polaroid Instnmatic 
snap which is then inserted into a 
‘advert'’ card for you to fake away. And 
let s not have any nonsense ahoul 
hoardings on the sides of buses. The card 
in question is rather small. But never 
mind. 

Let's have a look at that Polaroid. I 
say to Florence's mother. 1 wanl In m. v 
how authentic this all is. The picture 
shows Florence beaming out of her pink 
plasue rims, looking utterly sweet in that 
global villagc-esque manner that is so 
very Gap. “Of course, those glasses 
aren’t necessary." says her mother, just 


in case I think her child suffers from 
some weird opthalmic condition 
necessitating lens-free glasses. “But she 
won’t take them off. Loves them." 

The session continues. There is Kylie, 
who screams all the time: Holly, who 
has to be placated with a special 
BahyGap hand puppet; Jason, who 
appears in a BahyGap leopard-print suit 
and baby Eva who is only eight weeks 
old. is propped up on a large pillow and 
clearly has no idea what on earth is 
going “EEEEva!" shouts her mother. 
Eva. by accident, waves a tiny paw. The 
camera fires. Another child 
transmogrified into the clean world of 
the Gap advert. 

Christmas music is piped all around 
us Gap employees stand brushing hair 
and wiping faces of children lined up for 
their photographs. I wake Phoebe up 
and we solemnly pul her into her new 
snowflake jumper and matching hat. 

She is carried into the white studio and 
propped up on the white pillow. I call 
her name. She sucks her fist an d looks 
vaguely at Russell. 
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Jon James and CamiDa Carr arerau^it m 

the jaws of a ruthless underworld busmess 
that has deep historical roots m Cheehnya, 
bat exploded into a multMnflUan dollar 
racket in bartering humans after the end 
of the republic’s war with Russia Scores 
of people, including international aid 
woriceis and journalists, have this year been 
abducted by kidnappers whose natives may 
be tangled with the complex pobnes of the 
Caucasus, but hinge on the hope of net- 
ting a seven-figure sura. Although a few out- 
siders have made discreet visits to 
Chechnya in recent months, a wave of kid- 
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dangerous for foreigners than it was when 
the bombs were raining down during the 
21-month conflict which flattened the 
capital, Grozny. The pligbi of the British 

pair w not helped by the fact that in a num- 
ber of cases - despite routine official de- 
nials - cash has been handed oyer by 
international and Russian organisations in 
return for releases. The standard price on 
a Western head is Sim. Kidnappers of three 
members of the French charity EquiLibre, 
are believed to have received.$3in in re- 
turn for their freedom. There is also little 
doubt that large sums have been paid to 
free abducted Russian journalists, who in- 
cluded a celebrated reporter, Yelena 
Masyuk. Foreign Office policy is to refuse 
to pay ransoms, but a troublesome prece- 
dent has been set If the ordeal of anoth- 
er captive is any guide, the Britons’ 
conditions are likely to bear an unpleas- 
ant resemblance to the Beirut experiences 
of two men now supporting their publici- 
ty campaign back home, Terry White and 
John McCarthy. Christopbe Andrd, a 
French aid worker with Mddicins Sans 
JPromieres (MSF), was held in captivity for 
four months before he reportedly managed 
to escape from his cell in October and, af- 
ter trekking through the countryside for sew 
eral hours, hitched a ride hack into Grozny. 
The conditions were grim. MSF later re- 
vealed he was almost always chained to a 
wall in a boarded-up room, being released 
for a mere 30 minutes a day to wash. His 
diet consisted of vegetable soup, and 
bread three times a day. Occasionally, he 
was given eggs, meat or rice but the food 
was so meagre that he lost three stone. He 
received no change of clothing; he was only 
ever able to wash his entire body a hand- 
ful of times. Using tactics common in the 
Lebanon, he was moved four times dur- 
ing his captivity, presumably because his 
jailers wanted to avoid detection. In real- 
ity, tracing a captive in Chechnya is ex- 
tremely difficult The separatists' 
government is in chaos, and depends on 
volunteer former fighters to cany out 
hostage searches. It is a rural mountain- 
ous republic, dotted with villages whose 
large brick bouses, plentiful food supplies, 
and dannish communities, make it an easy 
place to hide someone until the price is 
right- 
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Alfred Roome 


AHred WaiUwe Roome, film 
editor: bom London 22 
December 1908; married 
Janice Adair (died 1996; one 
daughter, and one son 
deceased) died Gcrrards 
Cross, Buckinghamshire 19 
November 1997. 


Alfred Roome’s career as a 
film editor spans virtually the 
{ whole history of mainstream 
’ British popular cinema: he be- 
gan editing. Aldwych farces, 
graduated to tbe classic Will 
Hay comedies and progressed 
- if that’s the correct word - 
through Will Fyffe, Arthur 
Askey and Ronald Shiner ve- 
hicles to three “Doctor" films 
and no less than 14 Carry Ons. 

His other work includes a 
major feature for Alfred Hitch- 
cock [The Lady Kz/utfier- sure- 
ly the best of Hitch’s British 
output?) plus editing for such 
major British directors as An- 
thony Asquith and Sir Carol 
Reed, while his working rela- 
tionships with Launder and 
Gilkiatt and Betty Box and 
Ralph Thomas embraced many 
Tfe" the best films of these dis- 
tinguished British producer- 
director teams. Though every- 
body called him "Alfie" his screen 
credits began as AW. Roome 
and ended as Alfred Roome. 

Roome came from a Som- 
erset family. His father was 
managing director of the Daily 
Mirror and family shares in the 
Mirror Group gave the young- 
ster independent wealth. His fa- 
ther wanted young Alfie to 
follow him in the newspaper 
business, but Roome had been 
given a camera at an early age, 
and was smitten with the cine- 
ma. At school he began exper- 
imenting with projectors and 
.'amps, and founded his school 
\ ilm society. Sent to finish his ed- 
ucation in Paris, he made ama- 
teur movies featuring his cousins. 

lb deter his ambition to work 
in Lbe film industry, his hither of- 
fered him a world cruise, but Al- 
fie refused, and secured a job as 
assistant in the property depart- 
ment at Elstree in 1927. at the 
age of IS. His real goal was the 
editing department and the pro- 
ducer Herbert Wilcox gave him 
the opportunity the following 
year to work as a cutting-room 


assistant. However, when extra 
camera assistants were needed era 
Blackmail in 1929, Roome 
moved across to the studio floor, 
working for the first lime with the 
young director Alfred Hitchonde. 
While on Blackmail Roome met 
and married Janice Adair, the 
leading lady of another British 
film concurrently shooting - 
Red Aces (1929), written and 
directed by the novelist Edgar 
VAIIace - and they remained 
married until her death in 1996. 

Roome went back into the 
cutting rooms, and fetched up 
as an assistant in 1933 at the 
Shepherd's Bush Lime Grove 
studios of Gaumont-British, 
where he achieved his cutting 
break, hired as editor on the 
film version of the famous Ben 
Travers Aldywch farce Thark 
(1933), starring Tom Walls and 
Ralph Lynn, directed by Walls 
and produced by Herbert 
Wilcox. This was followed by a 
sequence of six Torn Walls fea- 
tures which led to a reputation 
for comedy and a subsequent as- 
sociation with Will Hay, first 
editing Boys Will Be Boys 
( 1935), then that memorable se- 
quence of comedy classics fea- 
turing Hay and his associates 
“Old" Moore Marriott and the 
Fat Boy Graham Moffatt, most 
notably the timeless Oh, Mr 
Porter! (1939; recently re- 
screened to celebrate tbe Odeon 
Leicester Square's 60th birth- 
day), .Ask a Policeman (1938) 
and Where's That Fin (1939). 

It became clear Roome had 
a natural aptitude for editing a 
specific style of British comedy. 
In 1938 he was hired for The 
Lady Vanishes for Alfred Hitch- 
cock, establishing a relationship 
with the actors Basil Radford 
and Naunton Wayne. Roome 
also edited another key British 
film, the young Carol Reed's 
Bank Holiday ( 1938), which led 
to Reed’s classics Kipps (1941) 
and The Young Mr Pin (1942). 

Interspersing these with a 
run of popular films featuring the 
music-hall stars Flanagan and 
Allen and radio’s Arthur Askey, 
including Alfs Button Afloat 
(1937) and fang .Arthur nos a 
Gentleman (1942) plus the film 
version of Askey's radio show 
Band Waggon (1939). A more dis- 
tinguished feature was Dr Syn 
starring George Arliss ( 1937). 


With the outbreak of the Sec- 
ond World War, Roome found 
himself editing propaganda 
shorts for the Ministry of In- 
formation, and thus became 
exempt from military service, his 
work being rightly deemed of 
national importance. Among 
the more significant shorts he 
edited were the seven-minute Afr 

Proudfoot Shows a Light (1941) 
starring the music hall's Sidney 
Howard, and the five-minute 
Rusk Hour (1941) directed by 
Anthony Asquith, plus the un- 
fairly neglected Dunkirk eight- 
minute short Channel Incident 
(1940) containing Peggy Ash- 
croft's finest screen moment, 
also directed by Asquith. 

Roome also functioned as an 
Air Raid %rden. and continued 
to edit major features including 
the propagandist Launder and 
Gilliatt Millions Like Us (1943) 
and their immensely popular 
Waterloo Road ( 1944), in which 
the dimadic punch-up was a tri- 
umph of film editing, convinc- 
ing audiences world-wide that 
five-foot-nothing puny hero 
John Mills could beat up six- 
foot-plus muscular spiv Stewart 
Granger. His former assistant 
Frances Edge recalls that when 
an enemy bomb exploded shak- 
ing the Shepherd’s Bush studios, 
Roome simply ignored it 

The Borstal saga Boys in 
Brown (1940) was the first 
Gainsborough film to be based 
at Pinewood; Montgomery TU1- 
ly directed it but Roome was as- 
sociate director. Roome also 
directed, in tandem with Roy 
Rich, a pair of Gainsborough 
features: the Jack Warner ve- 
hicle My Brother's Keeper and It's 
Not Cricket (both 1948), re- 
uniting the duo of cricket lovers 
from The Lady Vanishes, Basil 
Radford and Naunton Wayne. 

Although Roome did not di- 
rect again - “I had trouble 
dealing with actors" he said - 
his contribution to cinema was 
undoubtedly greater than that 
of the majority of the directors 
for whom he edited, and after 
a period as Associate Produc- 
er on such box-office disasters 
as Christopher Columbus and 
The Bad Lord Byron (both 
1949), he returned to the cut- 
ting rooms, working almost sole- 
ly for the unacknowledged 
dynastic royal family of Pine- 


Alan Eden-Green 


■ K a Alan Beynon Eden-Green, 

^ public relations officer: born 
c* t Stafford 12 April 1916; 

» c married 1939 Winifred Mead 
! (two sons); died Lartcfield. 

•§ Kent 24 November 1997. 


.Alan Eden-Green capped a dis- 
tinguished career in public rela- 
tions by playing a key role in the 
initial creation and later success 
of the Industry and Parliament 
Trust which has done much to 
foster mutual understanding be- 
tween two very different worlds. 
To his professional life he 
brought the same special quali- 
fies which won him the love of 
£*ry, family and the affection of his 
iitany friends - sincerity, in- 
tegrity. generosity of spirit, con- 
scientiousness in thought and 
duty, and all combined with a 
wonderful sense of humour. 


wood: at Gainsborough he 
worked for the studio head Syd- 
ney Box, brother of Betty E.Box. 
As producer. Bax began a 20- 
year collaboration with tbe di- 
rector Ralph Thomas, whOe her 
husband Peter Rogers began 
an equally fruitful partnership 
with Thomas's toother Gerald 
Today, the admirable Betty Box/ 
Ralph Thomas pictures are un- 
fairly neglected while the success 
of the Peter Rogers/Gerald 
Thomas "Cany On" series has ' 
passed into legend. 

Alfred Roome’s tenure at 
Pinewood embraced many of 
the best of the Betty Box/Ralph 
Thomas output (and the worst 
- three late “Doctor” comedies) 
including the painfully moving 
Conspiracy of Hearts (1960) and 
the courageous and politically 
outspoken No Love For Johnnie 
(1961 ), Roome’s only feature in 
CinemaScope, plus any number 
of features invariably starring 
Dirk Bogarde, Kenneth More 
or Michael Craig. 

Ken Annakia was another 
director Roome regularly 
worked with, and Ann akin’s 
best films, the very funny Hotel 
Sahara (1951) and the Graham 
Greene adaptation Across the 
Bridge (1957) owe much to him. 

Ibday as the craft of editing 
is eroded by electronic ma- 
chines offering an infinite vari- 
ety of edits, it is worth recalling 
Alfie Roome’s classic method of 
working: he used to view all the 
material needed for a sequence 
before starting editing, includ- 
ing both selected and non- 
selected takes, and then edited 
the sequence as he saw fit It 
seldom changed much. 

His former assistant Don 
Sharpe remembers that for the 
last part of the portmanteau film 
Trio (1951). called “Sanatorium", 
Roome’s out stood as assembled. 
“It went from bis cut to neg cut," 
says Sharpe, “with no changes." 
Roome used to file his own trims 
with enonnous exactitude, tak- 
ing pains to ensure they all hung 
correctly to exactly the same 
sprocket hole on the trim bin. It 
was said of Roome that he was 
so neat that his cutting room 
looked as if hardly any work had 
been done by the end of the day. 
Eventually he never worked 
overtime, nor had any need to, 
a far cry from his early days at 



A flair for British comedy: Roome in the cutting rooms at Pinewood Studios 


Islington and Shepherd's Bush 
when he worked all hours, and 
was grateful for the emergence 
of tbe film unions that called a 
halt to such exploitation. 

He made few close profes- 
sional friends, preferring not to 
socialise but to return home at 
the end of his working day, and 
although he lived close to 
Pinewood, he never went home 
for lunch, preferring not to dis- 
rupt his routine. However, he did 
buy his house from Sir John 
Mills, and a frequent visitor to 
his huge estate in Fulmer was his 
long-time friend from tbe Gains- 
borough days Phyllis Calvert. 

When in 1967 the Peter 
Rogers-produced “Cany On" 
series moved to Pinewood with 
the Foreign Legion romp Fol- 


low That Camel, Roome was the 
logical choice to edit it, a man 
well known for his flair with 
British comedy, a genuinely 
funny man himself, full of hu- 
morous anecdotes. It was fol- 
lowed by 13 successive Carry 
Ons including some of the best 
(Up the Khyber , 1968; Doctor , 
1967: At Your Convenience 
1971) and several of the worst 
[Girls, 1973; Dick, 1974; Behind, 
1975). This run was broken 
only by the film version of the 
television series Bless This 
House, also starring Cany On’s 
Sidney James, a far ciy from the 
prestige Rank features of the 
1930s, 1940s and 1950s. 

In 1972, while working on a 
Cany On, Roome bumped into 
Alfred Hitchcock, then engaged 


on Frenzy, in the corridors at 
Pinewood. Hitch greeted Alfie 
with one of his noted barbs of 
laconic sadism: “You’re getting 
fatter, Roome," was all he said. 

After Cany On Behind in 
1975 Roome retired, feeling 
he was no longer well enough 
to do justice to film, and in 19SS 
recorded bis reminiscences for 
the Bectu Oral History ProjecL 
A keen gardener, and arid am- 
ateur historian, his life was 
marred by tragedy when his son 
Christopher was killed in the ap- 
palling King’s Cross station 
fire, almost 10 years to the day 
before Roome’s own death. 

A granddaughter, Olivia, 
continues the family tradition 
and works in the film industry. 

- Tony Sloman 



Eden-Green: integrity 

He was educated at the 
Roan School in Blackhealh. 
but was denied stud)* at a uni- 
versity because of the need to 
support his mother after his fa- 
ther's death. As a conscientious 
objector during the Second 
World War he performed vol- 


untary work for Woolwich 
Council in the blitz, driving mo- 
bile canteens and putting up An- 
derson shelters for the elderly. 

In 1949 he became Public 
Relations Officer for Lambeth, 
the start of his career in public 
relations. Among his imagina- 
tive ideas later as PRO for 
Wedgwood from the mid-Fifties 
to early Sixties were those of 
demonstrating the strength of 
their bone china by baring a bus 
placed on four upturned cups, 
and installing “Wedgwood 
Shops" within department 
stores. He resigned when the 
company passed out of Che 
Wedgwood family and a less con- 
genial business style prevailed. 

Eden-Grccn's great oppor- 
tunity came when he joined 
British Oxygen (now BOC) in 
1965 as Director of Public Af- 
fairs soon after Leslie (now Sir 


■Leslie) Smith took over as 
Chairman. British Oxygen was 
one of those industrial di- 
nosaurs which in the mid-Sixties 
sleepily bestrode the British 
scene. According to Smith, 
“Alan was prominent among the 
small group of senior managers 
who recognised the situation 
and (successfully) met the chal- 
lenge of revolutionary change." 

To British Oxygen Eden- 
Green brought a new concept 
of external public relations: 
openness and truth instead of 
short-term excuses and glosses. 
Internally he made a vital con- 
tribution to modernising tbe 
company's style of working: 
pompous bowlers and dark 
suits were out; forenames re- 
placed “Mr or Mis So-and- 
So"; managerial doors were 
kepi open instead of shut. As 
Smith says: "Respect and au- 


thority became vested in peo- 
ple and not in their rank.” In this 
new atmosphere ideas and 
imagination flourished. 

Eden-Green brought the 
same concern for truth and in- 
tegrity to his work for the In- 
stitute of Public Relations, of 
which he was a founder mem- 
ber in 1948 and President in 
1961. He played a derisive part 
in turning public relations into 
a profession with a rigorous 
Code of Practice - and at tbe 
same time winning acceptance 
that public relations was central 
to the functions of management. 

After retirement from BOC 
Eden-Green brought all this ex- 
perience to the eventual launch- 
ing of the Industry and 
Parliament Trust in 1977. His 
patience and obvious sincerity 
enabled the new trust to win all- 
party parliamentary support. 


opening the way for the Speak- 
er and other officials of the 
House to be associated with it. 
They also enabled the trust to 
win the active participation of 
a widely representative indus- 
trial membership. In 1984 he 
was awarded an Honorary Fel- 
lowship of the trust by its then 
President, Bernard (now Lord) 
Weatherill, Speaker of the 
House of Commons. 

With Winifred, his much- 
loved wife, Eden-Green enjoyed 
a long and happy marriage and 
a richly fulfilled family life, first 
in Blackhealh (where be made 
an "adventure-playground" pi- 
rate ship in the garden for his 
four boys), later in Teddington, 
where his motor cruiser was 
moored in the creek ready for a 
voyage to some jolly Thameside 
pub, and lastly in Lunsford in 
Kent where he, Winifred, and 


two of their sons and families 
lived in a duster of old farm 
buildings. These centres of warm 
and open hospitality were tbe fo- 
cuses of an astonishingly wide 
and varied circle of friends. 

Alan Eden-Green was a man 
of wide reading and great intel- 
lectual curiosity. During the 
Second Wodd Wbr he helped his 
wife to produce and send out 
Vera Brittain's pamphlets. Let- 
ters from a Peace-lover, and in 
1988 the two of them jointly edit- 
ed a book ofBrittain's letters un- 
der the title Testament of a Peace 
Lover. Although he remained a 
convinced pacifist to (he end of 
his life (a mark of his generous 
optimism about human nature), 
he was none the less immense- 
ly curious about war and its caus- 
es, and he and I used 10 have 
long debates on the topic. 

- Correlli Barnett 


Sean 

Hudson 


Sean Hudson, photographer: 
bom Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire 12 February 
1935; died Edinburgh 3 
December 1997. 


“1 hide behind my lens.'’ said 
Scan Hudson. He spent his life 
as a photographer seeking to 
square hisdceply held beliefs in 
fairness and serial justice with 
the need to make a living in the 
commercial world. He hap- 
pened to be in Bucharest in 
1989 when he was swept up in 
tbe miners’ march on Ceau- 
sescu’s palace and recorded its 
sacking. One of the photographs 
be took then appeared on the 
front page of the Independent. 

Adopted from a children's 
home aged two. Hudson at- 
tended tbe City of London 
School and then the London 
School of Hotel Management. 
It was while be was doing Na- 
tional Service in Cyprus that a 
sergeant shoved a camera in his 
hands, and said: “Here, gunner, 
take this and record the riots." 

Graduating in photography 
from Guildford School of Art 
and then the London School of 
Film Technique, he found his 
first job with Donald Alexan- 
der's film team making docu- 
mentaries for the Coal Board. 
As a freelance his films ranged 
from the scientific record for an 
anthropological expedition to 
south-west Africa to a beauti- 
ful film for the Arts Council, The 
Romanian Brancusi, and, more 
commercially. Get Carter. His 
favourite work was with Ken 
Loach, in particular on the 1969 
film Kes. Partly for research, 
partly as a political statement. 
Hudson refused to stay in the 
location film crevs's hotel, in- 
stead finding lodgings with a lo- 
cal miner's family. Miners had 
a habit of featuring in his life. 

The need to do more led him 
to work for the Workers' Rev- 
olutionary Party, then experi- 
encing a boost from Vanessa 
Redgrave, but, eventually disil- 
lusioned. he fled London to 
start life again in Edinburgh- Ini- 
tially he earnt his keep as a wait- 
er, while establishing himself as 
a freelance photographer, spe- 
cialising in drama. He was heav- 
ily involved in the Festival and 
in 1983 became its official pho- 
tographer. He was in demand 
with Scotland's theatres, and 
farther afield worked for the 
Royal Shakespeare Company 
and the Brighton Festival, the 
Limoges Festival in France, 
and the Venice Biennale. 

Typically, when asked to 
help some Romanian actors 
dismissed by the Ceausescu 
regime, he instantly agreed to 
go to Bucharest, for no fee, to 
produce the necessary publici- 
ty photographs to set up an in- 
dependent theatre. It turned out 
that Mihaj Maniutiu was a bril- 
liant director and when bis 
company later toured the UK 
it received great acclaim. Such 
actions made Hudson friends, 
but not money. 

Scan Hudson bad a gift of 
openness and calm that put peo- 
ple at cose, which contributed 
to his success both with per- 
forming artists and on a per- 
sona) level, where he melted 
into one's family to become the 
firm friend of all generations. 

- Tony Vogt 


Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS (Births, Adoptions, Mar- 
riages, Deaths, Memorial ser- 
vices, Wedding anniversaries. In 
Memoriam) should be sent In writ- 
ing to the Gazette Editor. The In- 
dependent, I Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London EI4 5DL, 
telephoned to 0171-293 2012 (24- 
hour answering machine 0171- 
V>'293 2011) or faxed to 0171-293 2010. 
and are charged at £6.50 a line 
(VAT extra). OTHER Gazette 

announcements (notices, func- 
tions, Forthcoming marriages. 
Marriages) must be submitted in 

writing (or faxed) and are charged 

at £10 a line, VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied by a day- 
time telephone number. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
The Prince of Wales, fit tH'hnll <4 The 
Queen. h.'ld% jn liwcv-ilurc at lluiluny- 
h.im FjLwj. The Onto of Edinburgh. Vd- 
mini i-f 1 Ik Fkxl. ‘Mi-. HMS itavn :il 
CiEL Mario,' V>EL tom-* Slupj.irJ. 
lljrww-inTum-'v*. Cumbria. The Prince 
Of Wales. PKMdeni. ih*. IVinM.-'-. TruJ, 
iaundio lbe inrt - Millennium VwiJmH 
1 he LiiTKlighl Cluh. LiinJim Wl. The 
Princess Royal. Ptw-Miktu. ihu Pnlkw. 
(tad TnM lor Car.iv vriL- H.4\ head Lor- 
en,' Quircadi. kiltplamL H«h'!Kad. An. 
fltfMV. onJ. a- PRrddsm. L c rmw. Rryjl 
VnN li*r Ciwre. CJirrc 

Sun»'ri ImiLimc Samarium. 

, n ,1»\ncdil Carer- Cenlic. Bmfnr. 
a .'.vnncdJ The Duke of Kent. Oi.mm.-I. 

* I- ir Sums Llnhcnih-ine'nltf^nrer ju<s 
k-reieni ft th: pc.* LViemonj. GuilJh-rJ. 
smtev. 

Changing of Che Guard 

Vh: H.'UM.h"ld C.nabx Mourned fe r > 
ir.iint mi-unt-. ihe Qavn s LTl Li.iarJ at 
Hone Guards. ! I -mi. 


Birthdays 

Miss Tries Austin, tennis player. 37; 
Mr Uuth.* I Blair, dancer and" enter- 
tainer. Mjj-Gcn Sir Rupert 
Bia/fcr-C'reagh. lormer Director of 
Stall Duties. \V.ir Olfiee. SS; Mr Will 
Carting. England rugby player, 32: 
Miss Denise Coffey, actress, direc- 
tor and writer. M: Mr Jasper Con- 
ran. fashion designer. 38: Mr 
Kenneth Cranham. actor, 53: The 
Hon Mrs Gwyneth Dunwoodv MP. 
o7; Mr William Ehbcn. chairman and 
managing director. Yauxhail Mo- 
tors. 55: Mr Emerson Fittipaldi, rac- 
ing driver. 5 1; Miss Connie Francis, 
singer. 59; Mr Roy Gnmihum. for- 
mer National Secretary. Apex. 7 1 ; Air 
Commodore Dome Felicity HilL for- 
mer Director. WRAAF. SZ: Dr Philip 
Ledger, principal. Royal Scottish 
Academy or Music and Drama. hO; 
Mr Chrisiophcr Mullin MP. 50; Mr 
Frank Sinatra, singer and actor. 82: 
Mr Give Thornton, chairman. 
Mellon Mowbray Building Society. 
6$: The Righi Rev John Wikcling. 
former Bishop of Southwell. 79; 
Miss Dionne Warwick, singer, 5ft. 


Anniversaries 

Birchs: Sir William Becchcy. painter. 
P53; Gusure Flaubert, novelist. 
|.*ZI: Edvard Munch, painter, lhn3: 
Eduard G. Robinson 1 Emanuel 
Goldenhurg). actor. l.S'J.V John 
James Osborne, playwright and ac- 
tor. 1929. Deaths: Robert Bmmme. 
pueL ISSh Douglas Fairbanks Stir 
t Douglas Elion Liman h aciur. I'm; 
Tallulah Brockman Bankhead, ac- 
tress. 1‘iftS. On this day; Spain de- 
clared war on Britain. ISW; King 
George V held a great Coronation 


Durbar in Delhi. India. 1911; China 
declared war on Japan. 1936; 
Christopher Cockerel] patented the 
first hovercraft. 1955; the first Lon- 
don production of Itetf Side Story was 
staged. 19S& Kenya became inde- 
pendent. 1963. and became a republic. 
1964: women members were elected 
to the Jockey Guh for the first time. 
1977. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Quentin or Cuiy.Si Edburga of Min- 
ster. Saints Epinuichus and Alexan- 
der. Si Ftitnian of Gotland. Sf Jane 
Frances de Charnel and 5t Vicelin. 

Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Amelia Fcom. “Domestic Silver of 
the First Half ol the ISth Century". 
130pm. 

Royal Over-Seas 
League 

Mr Martyn Gofi, administrator for 
Ihe Booker Prize, gave a lecture at 
Rhodes House yesterday evening on 
behalf of the Royal Over-Seas 
League for its Oxford members on 
ihe subject of the Banker Prize. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may kv obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 336pm. 

Untied Synagogues OH I -343 8989- 
Federuthm of Synagogues 0 IS] -302 
2263. Union of Liberal and Progretfive 
Synagogues 0171-580 1663. Reform 
Synagogue* of Great Britain: 0181-349 
<73l. !i j nnU iind ft yt uyi ae Jew* Car*- 
grugadoit: 0171-289 2573. New London 
Synagogue (Maurd): H7I-328 1026. 


LAW REPORT: 12 December 1997 


Prisoner is entitled only to gist of review material 


A prisoner whose security 
categorisation was due for 
review was entitled only to 
be informed of the gist of the 
material to be put before the 
review body, and not to be 
given the material in its 
entirety. 

P. v Secretary of Stale lev the Horn-? 
D*pannv*nL pane McAioy. 
Court of Appeal {Lord WocJf 
Master of the Polls. Lord Junes 
Hothouse arid Lord |us6ce Marital] 
3 Dec-ynber 1997 


The Court of Appeal dismissed 
tite appellant's appeal against 
tbe dismissal his application 
for judicial review of the deci- 
sion of the Hume Secretary 
nol lo make available to a 
prisoner all the material which 
was to go before a review 
body considering his security 
classification. 

The appellant had been 
convicted of a very serious 
armed robbery in 1984. and had 
been classified as a category A 


prisoner. He had remained in 
that category ever since. 

Edward Fitzgerald QC and PhiBppa 
Kmtjmann (Prisoners’ Advice Henkel 
for the appellant ; Kemedi Parker QC 
and Dinah Rose i Treasure Solicitor I 
for the Home Secretary. 

Lord Woolf MR said that the 
classification of category A 
prisoners was reviewed annu- 
ally. and was normally con- 
ducted by a review team, who 
referred to a review committee 
on ly those cases in which there 
was an overall recommendation 
to downgrade classification, or 
cases which had ran been before 
the committee for five years. 

The review of the appel- 
lant's classification in 1995 had 
not come within the normal cri- 
teria for recommendation to 
the committee, but had been 
referred as an exceptional case 
because of representations 
made on his behalf with the as- 
sistance of the Prisoners’ Ad- 
vice Service. Prior to the review 


he had been give the gist of the 
material which had been pre- 
pared for it by the reporting 
officers at the prison. 

It was the appellant's con- 
tention that a prisoner should be 
supplied with oD the material put 
before the review body prior to 
his making representations, or 
at least with the names of those 
who had provided the informa- 
tion to the review body. It had 
been submitted on fas behalf 
that in the light of the author- 
ities there was no justification 
for the Home Secretary not to 
adopt a more open stance. It 
was the current practice when 
considering applications for 
parole to make the material on 
which the Parole Board acted 
available to the prisoner. If that 
could be done with regard to 
parole applications it could 
equally be done with regard lo 
the categorisation process. 

The court accepted that it 
was desirable, when deciding a 
matter which had the impact on 


a prisoner of being placed in 
category A that tbe approach 
should be to ensure as far as 
was practicable that fairness 
should be achieved. However, 
the decision whether in any 
particular situation the proce- 
dure adopted was fair or unfair 
had to be made not only in the 
light of the prisoner's situation, 
but also in the light of the prac- 
tical considerations which must 
apply in tbe proper running of 
a prison. 

There was a distinction in 
the nature of the process of the 
Parole Board and the security 
categorisation review body. 
The result of a favourable de- 
cision by the Parole Board 
was that the prisoner was re- 
leased, but a change in securi- 
ty categorisation did not have 
that effect. The body which re- 
viewed categorisation and the 
Parole Board were different: 
one was a purely internal 
administrative body, and the 
other was independent. 


In the end the court had to 
decide whether the process 
adopted on review of cate- 
gorisation was fair with re- 
gard to the nature of the 
exercise carried out In R r Sec- 
retary of State for the Home De- 
partment, exp Doody [1994] 1 

AC 531 the House of Lords 
had endorsed Uk provision of 
the gist of the materia! relied 
on, rather the actual material, 
where a prisoner serving a 
mandatory life sentence was lo 
make representations about 
the period to be served for ret- 
ribution and deterrence. The 
procedure being followed un- 
der the present policy with re- 
gard lo categorisation reviews 
was perfectly satisfactory, par- 
ticularly because the Home 
Secretary was prepared to con- 
sider in the circumstances of 
any particular case whether ad- 
ditional information should be 
made available. The appeal 
would be dismissed. 

- Kate O'Hanlon, Barrister 
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Look behind you, Mr Blair, your supporters are watching and wondering 
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This week, the Labour Government 
changed. The private grief, arguments and 
soul-searching among ministers and loy- 
alist MPs were more important in that 
change than the resignations and public re- 
bellion. They add up to .a party in power 
that has hardened its face and tost its youth- 
ful, bouncy optimism. 

The change. New Labour’s unpleasant, 
painful rite of passage, was deliberately in- 
flicted by the Prime Minister. There are 
a hundred ways in which Tony Blair, Gor- 
don Brown and 'Harriet Harman could 
have avoided cutting the future income of 
some of the poorest families in the coun- 
try. They know that politics, and not sim- 
ply socialism, is the language of priorities. 
We now know that paying single mothers 
not to work, but to stay at home with their 
children, is not a New Labour priority. 

Mr Blair argues that it is far, far bet- 
ter to push people into jobs. We agree. He 
points out that his party had been elect- 
ed on the basis of sticking to lory spend- 
ing limits for a couple of years. Again, quite 


right to breach those would have been to 
break faith with voters. This is part icular- 
ly important at a time when many middle- 
class people who cautiously voted New 
Labour for the first time are lotting up the 
various perk-removals and indirect new im- 
posts agreed by Mr Blair, and asking them- 
selves how they differ from old-fashioned 
tax increases. 

But it does not then follow that these 
cuts at this time were the only option. Far 
from it; they were chosen. And if they hurt 
they were meant to hurt, for two reasons. 
The first is ideology. Despite (he refusal 
by ministers to respond directly to ques- 
tions about whether they intend to drive 
people into work, the developing ideolo- 
gy of New Labour, like that of the New De- 
mocrats in the United States, is clear on 
the underlying issues. The party leadership 
believes that unchecked welfare and a de- 
pendency culture pose a moral threat to 
the nation. This is rarely slated openly - 
except by Frank Field. And it isn’t the case 
that the Prime Minister is identical to any 


New Rightist on the matter. Mr Blair will 
do more in find jobs for people than his 
predecessors did. He is energetically con- 
vincing on the subject. But in his belief in 
the moral danger of dependency, he is a 
true heir of Margaret Thatcher. He wants 
people to work, above all. Work is the 
bedrock of New Labour thinking, even 
when it takes a few whips and scorpions 
to drive welfare-recipients towards it. Mr 
Blair is nut u Tory. But he is not a liberal, 
either. 

The second reason behind the cut is po- 
litical strategy. The New Labour leader- 
ship sees no threat whatever from the left. 
Why? Because the kind of people who are 
conscience-stricken about last nighL’s de- 
cision have nowhere else to go. A hand- 
ful of individual MPs can resign, and rather 
more than a handful can rebel. But in the 
end. for them and their supporters in the 
country, there is no credible alternative 
force. The Liberal Democrats are the ob- 
vious challengers, but they arc loo geo- 
graphically concent rated, and too dose to 


Labour on other issues. The Conservatives 
are flopping about, dazed by Blainsm, un- 
sure which way to jump. ni - . 

While ail of that remains true, Blairs 
political priority is surely to dig ever 
deeper into traditional Tory territory, ap- 
propriating the rhetoric of pro-family, anti- 
welfare politics, reassuring the 
hard-workers at the expense of the shirk- 
ers. His base can be almost infinitely ex- 
panded - can’t it? 

We would say, watch iL The laws of po- 
litical phvsics mean that, if the count ry was 
served a consistent diet of illiberal ceotrem, 
opposition would harden and grow. It 
would come not from some new force, but 
from the Liberal Democrats and from in- 
side the Labour family itself. Look at what 
they feel already about cuts for the disabled. 
Labour is keen, loyal and still power-hun- 
gry. But it is not infinitely flexible. 

So look at the faces behind you, Mr 
Blair, and ponder their expressions: not this 
week's rebels, but the ones who didn't rebel 
who are swallowing bard and are sick at 


hearL They are your peopie- They are not 

aliens or lunatics, but decent, mainstream . 
politicians upon whose loyalty and good 
sense you will depend. This affair has .. 
touched their idea of themselves and 
their puipose in power. Much moreofwhat 
happened last week will produce the con- 
ditions for a debilitating internal challenge. 
Imagine it: a cluster of politicians who pro- 
nounce themselves not New or. Old... 

Labour, but Free Labour, or some such ta& 
Gwen our current electoral system, and 
the strong central discipline now exercised ■ 
by Labour, we do not think “Free Labour 7 ’ 
would thrive attbe polls, or at party con- * 
ference. Nor would the rebels pose the kind 
of day-to-day threat to the Government 
that John Major experienced from his 
Euro-rebels. But the emergence of a con- 
sistent and semi-organised opposition to 
Blair would be debilitating. It would wear 

down the party, produce a ready source of 

broadcast criticism, blur the Govern- 
ment's messages and erode its self- 
assurance. You don't need that, Mr Blair. 


^ Go r&°* 
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LETTERS 


Blair’s ‘betrayal’ 


Sir. God bless your “long-stand- 
ing Labour backbencher" for his 
tears (“New Labour is heart- 
broken'’, 11 December) but 
God damn him for not obeying 
his conscience. God bless the 
Scottish Office minister as he re- 
treats to the backbenches for his 
courageous rebellion over ben- 
efits for lone parents. 

After years of waiting for the 
Conservatives to go away, we 
now have a Labour government 
but we still have a Tbry Prime 
Minister. Those of us who fell 
so deeply for Neil Kinnock on 
the night of his defeat in 1992 
and loved him for his speech 
about sorrow for the poor and 
under-privileged, will hate Blair 
for - 1 can find no other words 
- his treachery. 

He has betrayed all of us 
who believe that government’s 
first responsibility is to those 
who cannot make their way un- 
aided in a modem world which 
increasingly makes demands 
which many cannot meet. This 
is what we voted for. 

I am 73. In 1940, 1 put aside 
my Rupert Brooke poems and 
went to sea in the Merchant 
Navy murmuring. “Now. God 
be thanked Who has matched 
□s with this His hour". We 
fought a just war, and won. 

The latest “just war" also 
seemed to have been won. 
Now. dreams that I might be al- 
lowed to see, for my grand- 
children, the dawn of a new age 
of reason and moral sensibili- 
ty have been dashed. 

DAVID SIMPSON 
Barry, South Glamorgan 



Kyoto: just a start 


Sir. We need a 60 percent cut 
in carbon-dioxide emissions 
just to stop the Ipvels in the at- 
mosphere rising. If a fug builds 
up in the pub on Saturday 
ni gh t we can open a window to 
let it oul but with CCh we have 
to rely on reduced discharges 
and the long-term uptake of the 
gas by plants and the oceans to 
restore the natural balance. 

The compromise target for 
emission cuts agreed at Kyoto 
represents a regrettably sluggish 
start to the long haul back to 
sanity. 

TONY ROBSON 

Cheltenham, Gloucestershire fk. 


Sir Gavin Green (Motoring, 6 
December) says people would be 
“amazed how dean a modem 
car’s exhaust is". Many catalyst- 
equipped- car drivers believe 
their fumes to be innocuous, but 
catalytic converters can never 
dean up all the by-products of 
internal combustion, principal- 
ly the tmburat fuel and nitrogen 
Oxides which interact to form 
ozone and smog. 

Catalysts increase fuel con- 
sumption and do nothing pos- 
itive at all on many, typical 
short journeys. Drivers should 
recognise that the only effective 
way they can contribute to im- 
proving urban air quality is to 
leave the car at home. 

IAN GARMAN ft 

Cardiff - 


Sir: The assumption made by 
the Government seems to be 
that to motivate single parents 
to go back to work, you have to 
make it impossible for them to 
live unless they do so. and take 
away their choice of what is best 
for their young children. 

If we believe in supporting 
and empowering people, we 
should continue benefiL If the 
offers of work are good enough 
and the child care is suitable, 
many women will lake up the 
offer. That would give single 
parents the same sorts of chok- 
es as the hetter off. Otherwise, 
they remain “socially excluded”. 
VALERIE FAWCETT 
Abingdon . Oxfordshire 


for the low-paid this is recog- 
nised in the Family Credit 
scheme. 

When the Beveridge scheme 
came in after the war, we all 
cheered because lone parents 
were able to stay at home on in- 
come support (then called na- 
tional assistance) just like most 
other mothers then did. But 
most mothers, it has turned oul 
did not - and do not - want to 
stay at home all day, they fought 
for the opportunity to work 
while they bad children. 

That battle is over. It is 
now the mothers who are 
trapped on income support 
who need to be helped to es- 
cape from what can become a 
lifetime of “social exclusion" 
through impoverishment. 
PHYUJS WILL MOTT 
London N6 


on the causes of crime". 

John Pearce, Professor of 
Child Psychiatry at Nottingham 
University, argued at his inau- 
gural address that if the previous 
government had been serious in 
its wish to do something about 
such childhood problems it 
would start by doubling child 
benefits. From my experience 
working in the NHS child psy- 
chiatry services I would agree. 

Every £l spent on helping 
childhood behavioural prob- 
lems has been estimated to 
save £75 to £100 in later costs 
to society. 

ALEXANDER B SETON- 
BROWNE 

Consultant Child Psychiatrist 
Cacrleon, Gwent 


the true experts on social ex- 
clusion.They face barriers to 
employment, decent wages, ba- 
sic health care and suitable 
housing. It is they who will be 
most affected by the recom- 
mendations of this task force. 

We believe there must be a 
broader consultation between 
the socially excluded and deci- 
si on-makers. Substantive dia- 
logue, and a commitment by the 
Government to a national 
poverty eradication plan, will be 
more likely to yield solutions to 
the problems of poverty and ex- 
clusion. 

EVAN METZ 
Co-ordinator 

UK Coalition Against Poverty 
London SE5 


Sir: There is no plan to force 
lone parents to work, let alone 
to work a nine-to-six day. Most 
women with young children 
prefer to work part-time, and 


Sin Poverty is one of the con- 
tributing factors to childhood 
behavioural disorders and their 
progression to later delin- 
quency. One of New Labour’s 
key policy areas is to be "tough 


Sir: We welcome the Govern- 
ment’s commitment to reduce 
poverty and tackle social and 
economic exclusion. Regret- 
tably, we note the new Social 
Exclusion Unit does not include 
a permanent member who has 
direct experience of poverty. 

Those living in poverty are 


ROH budgets 

Sir: The allegation that the 
board of the Royal Opera 
House never received financial 
information which enabled it to 
assess its trading position or 
take action on it is totally un- 
true (Andreas Whittam Smith. 


9 December). It Is also false that 
financial forecasts were “left on 
the shelf while planning pro- 
ceeded willy-nilly without ref- 
erence to them”. 

During my chairmanship 
(and that of my predecessor) the 
hoard received monthly finan- 
cial statements which showed 
up-to-date projections of the 
profit and loss account, with 
movements indkated month 
by month and for the full year. 
Adverse changes against budget 
were accompanied by manage- 
ment recommendations for ac- 
tion to correct or reverse such 
trends. These included wage re- 
straint. cuts in overheads and, 
during 1996. redundancies. Pro- 
duction schedules were exam- 
ined and if necessary adjusted; 
box office results and cash flow 
were also reviewed. All these 
matters received the board's 
close attention. 

Whatever our faults of omis- 
sion or commission, the serious 
charge that we had no proper 
financial information to guide 
us is not onlv a false reflection 


on the board, but a slur on the 
able and hard-working staff 
who provided it. 

Sir ANGUS STIRLING 
London WU 

The writer was chairman of 
the Jtoval Opera House, 1991- 
96 


promise to abstain from the se- 
duction of patients has been re- 
moved. But human nature has 
not changed. This stricture is as 
necessary as ever it was. 
HUGH J THOMSON 
Consultant Surgeon 
Birmingham 


Brief encounters 


Doctors’ morality 


Sir Phil Hammond throws up 
his hands in horror at Lhe fact 
that medical students and doc- 
tors arc susceptible to lustful 
thoughts and immoral actions 
(“Sore throat? Kindly remove 
your blouse and bra", 9 De- 
cember). Let as not imagine 
that be has discovered some- 
thing new. Down lhe years pa- 
tients have often found 
themselves in a vulnerable po- 
sition. and. sadly, members of 
the medical profession have 
sometimes taken advantage. 

To Us shame, the British 
Medical Association earlier 
this year gave its blessing to a 
revised version of the Hippo- 
cratic Oath, from which the 


Sir: I am told by medical ac- 
quaintances that contrary to Dr 
Phil Hammond's point of view, 
the problem in Britain is that 
women’s breasts are very rarely 
examined by doctors of either 
sex, and that as a result our 
breast cancer fatality rate is 
among the highest in the de- 
veloped world. 

I am sure that my friends 
and relatives who have en- 
dured breast cancer and its 
treatment would have opted for 
frequent examinations by homy 
young doctors for the chance of 
earlier detection of their illness, 
particularly the one .who is 
now walking around with one 
breast and no hair. 

BRENDA BEARY 
London tflV3 


Sir: One of your “Dilemmas” 
respondents (II December) 
states that be is in his late twen- 
ties and is in a stable relation- 
ship with a man 10 years his 
senior who has had two lengthy 
marriages. If this man is in his 
late thirties and first got mar- 
ried at 18, this makes 10 years~ 
a lengthy marriage. What is a 
short marriage these days? 
MARTIN RUSSELL 
Newcastle upon Tyne 


Unfair test 


Sin Hanging a kilogram weight 

on the end of an erect penis to 

ascertain the “virility" of the . 
subject is patently inaccurate . 
(Column One, 5 December). 
The force exerted depends on 
the weight multiplied by dis- 
tance, so that the'man blessed 
with 20cm has to bear twice the_ . 
load of his less fortunate coun- ■ 
terpart with only 10cm. 

J E SEVEN 

Halesowen. West Midlands / 


warn 


Statistically speaking, what is the probability that you will read this column? 



MILES 

KINGTON 


A lot of nonsense has been talked about 
this ban on beef business. Most of it has 
come from the Government, of course, but 
a lot has also come from commentators try- 
ing to tell us just how unlikely it is that we 
can get CJD from beef. There is more 
chance, they tell us, of choking to death on 
food, or being run over by a member of the 
Royal Family ... 

This careless throwing around of sta- 
tistics is quite irresponsible, as we do not 
have any generally accepted standard of 
comparison. Oh. yes, we know vaguely that 
more people were killed on the roads of 
Britain during the Falklands War than were 
killed in the War and we know that it's safer 
to fly than to drive (come to think of iL wc 
know that anything is safer than driving, 
so it's a miracle that the new Labour gov- 
ernment hasn't banned cars vet) but we 
don’t know what the exact figures are for 
anything. 

We don't know whether there is more 


chance of England winning the World Cup 
or the POpc being Jewish. 

So today I am printing a league tahle 
of probability. 

Cut it out. 

Pin it on the wall. 

And next time you say, “Look, there’s 
less chance of that happening than there 
is of just glance at it and cany on. 

Here wc go then. 

There is a 1 in 2 chance thaL every gov- 
ernment will appoint a man who insists on 
using the title Dr. as in Dr Brian Mawhin- 
ney or Dr Jack Cunningham, even though 
they are clearly not proper doctors and no- 
body has the faintest idea what kind of doc- 


tors they arc. 

There is a 1 in 3 chance that, the way 
the Labour government is progressing, we 
will have petrol rationing by next vear, and 
the return of the black market in such vital 
commodities as beef. etc. 

There is a 1 in 4 chance that vou will 


be involved in a traffic accident before you 
die. 

There is a 1 in 5 chance that it will rain 
in Britain today. 

There is a I in 10 chance that the weath- 
er forecast will tell us where. 

There is a 1 in J5 chance that you will 
be so affected by (he sight of a traffic ac- 
cident that your driving improves marked- 
ly, for a while. 

There is a 1 in 20 chance that your train 
will arrive late. 

There is a 1 in 100 chance that you will 
be glad it arrived late, as you had nothing 
in particular to do for a while. 

There is u 1 in 200 chance that your train 
will arrive early. 

There is a I in 4011 chance that vou will 
be so affected by seeing a had traffic ac- 
cident that you start driving much more 
slowly, and that this causes a bad traffic 
accident. 

There is a 1 in 5lJft chance that vou will 


actually hear real people singing carols in 
the street at Christmas time. 

There is a I in 1.000 chance that all the 
Christmas cards you send will arrive at their 
destination before Christmas. 

There is a 1 in 1.500 chance that you 
will he able to identify the senders of all 
the Christmas cards you get. 

There is a 1 in 5.000 chance that vou 
will get what you want for Christmas/ 

There* is a 1 in 10,000 chance that vou 
will get any of the ailments which every- 
one from Edwina Currie onwards has pre- 
dicted for you. 

There is a 1 in 50.000 chance that some- 
one wdl give you an Edwina Currie novel 
for Christmas. 

JJere is a 1 in 500.000 chance that you 
will he run over in a traffic accident by a 
car driven by Lord Lucan. 

TTiere is Min 1.000,000 chance that you 

Rile ° VCr b ?’ a rar drivcn ty Ronnie 
Big^ back on an incognito trip to Britain. 


There is a 1 in 4 million chance that 
you will be so affected by listeria that you 
dizzily walk out into the road and are run 
over by a van taking remaindered Edwina 
Cume novels back to the wholesalers, dri- 
ven by Ronnie Biggs. 

There is a 1 in 10 million chance that 
someone somewhere will suddenly ex- 
claim: “Thank you. thank you. Jack Cun- 
ningham! If it hadn’t been for your wise 
and swift actions. I'd probably be dead by 
now!” 

There is a I in 50 million chance that 
you will catch a disease from the cover of 
an Edwina Currie novel which causes you 
to swerve while driving near Holyhead, 
thus causing a crash in which a large lor- 
ry overturns and sheds its load of frozen . 
Irish bee (bu rgera on a car coming the otb- 
er way. crushing the passenger who isiO- ; 
called Doctor Jack Cunningham who 
was on his way to Holyhead on a fact-find* , 
ing mission. 
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Tony, Gordon: you should 
have been there to see it 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

LABOUR'S LOST 
INNOCENCE 


Amazingly, the House of Commons still mat- 
ters. Tins exasperating, dubby, antediluvian, 
ludicrously nocturnal institution, is not, as it 
had appeared to be since 1 May, running on 
empty. Which conies as a surprise to aJJ of 
us - including, perhaps, the Cabinet. 

From Tony Blair and Gordon Brown 
down, the entire Cabinet showed a sort of 
magnificent disdain for Wednesday night’s 
debate cm lone parents by staying away from 

Instead they un gallantly left the task of 
lending moral support to the embattled 
Harriet Harman to a neatly assembled col- 
lection of wannabes just below Cabinet 
rank: Steven Byers, Alan MUbura, Pfeter Man- 
delson, Tfessa Jowell. Perhaps the tradition 
of a Prime Minister or a Chancellor of the 
Exchequer demonstrating their support for 
a minister arguing for an unpopular policy 
in which they have had a direct hand is an 
obsolete and theatrical convention. More 
probably it isn't. As a result of defying it, the 
Government's big beasts missed something 
real and palpable which was happening in the 
Commons Chamber. 

Partly, yes, what they missed was the first 
painful confrontation of the parliamentary 
Labour Party with the economic and social 
realities of the programme which made 
them MPs in such large numbers on 1 May. 

■^In this sense the loss of virginity was not so 
much the Govemment’sas the party’s. Blair 
himself has never doubted for a moment the 
necessary pain that welfare reform would in- 
flict But for many in the party, including some 
of the newest of New Labour MPs, it came 
as a deep shock to be the ones so obviously 
inflicting it This was, in other words, a con- 
frontation between a ruthlessly modernising 
Government and those who do not get it 

That is not, however, quite the whde story. 
Oneway of looking at the events of Wednes- 
day night is to say that the party was always 
going to show its cracks and that it might as 
well be now. The organised Campaign 
Group left were bound to rebel at some point. 
The very fact that they did so on Wednes- 
day night can be regarded as little more than 
a testimony to Blair's seriousness of purpose. 
Some who voted against the Government on 
Wednesday night, were, in every sense, old 
, Labour MPs. The majority were men and 
\ women who still wish the Labour Party was 
its unelectable 1980s self. 

They may be even more dispensable 
than they look. First there is the size of Blair’s 
impregnable majority, which could absorb any 
imaginable revolt Second, the threat of re- 
moval of the whip, even if not carried out this 
time, is a potent one, since it carries dese- 
lection in iis wake. And third, who knows? 

If electoral reform happens they may be dri- 
ven off into a separate socialist party anyway. 


But this group was by no means the only 
problem on Wednesday night Quite a few 
of those who abstained, and a much larger 
group who voted for the Government with 
setf-coofessedly heavy hearts, included many 
who regard themselves as loyal Blairites. They 
arrived at their decision for quite different 
reasons. More than 100 Labour MPs signed 
the letter to Gordon Brown urging a delay 
in the lone parents benefit cuts, including five 
other select committee chairmen beside 
Chris Mull In, its main author. Mullin him- 
self may have a background on the Labour 
left, but he enthusiastically endorsed Blair’s 
candidacy for the leadership, strongly backs 
the welfare to work strategy, is hawkish on 
law and order, and has long since ceased to 
fight yesterday’s battles. Those MPS. and the 
numerous agonising minis ters who could be 
found on Wednesday night wishing they were 
elsewhere, shared a deep unease which is not 
conveniently dismissable as old Labour, and 
which concerned the specifics of the (one par- 
ents proposal, rather than the broad strate- 
gy of luring people off benefit and into work. 

First, of course (unlike university tuition 
fees) this was a welfare reform whose impact 
was almost wholly on the poor. But there were 
also genuine doubts about the intellectual co- 
herence of the measure. One was that the 
benefit cut might act as a positive disincen- 
tive to some existing lone parents to seek work 
(though not. and this was always important 
to Blair, to new ones), since anyone taking 
a short term or seasonal job would, once it 
was over, go onto a reduced level of benefit 
as a technically new claimant. 

Hie objections do nor mean that it would 
have been remotely sensible to retreat at the 
last minute to quell the revolt To do so would 
have exploded any claim the Government had 
to fiscal credibility. It might however, have 
been possible to do so several weeks ago, be- 
fore the issue came to a head. The other prob- 
lem, however, was a confusion in the 
Government's message about what the cuts 
were for. On at least two occasions Ann Tay- 
lor and Harriet Hannan almost apologeti- 
cally said the Government did not want to 
make the cuts but had no other choice be- 
cause of Kenneth Darke's tight budget lim- 
its. It was only last weekend that Blairs true 
message started to come through: this was 
an integral part of the larger Blair/Brown plan ] 
for reducing benefit dependency and getting 
lone mothers into work. 

What are the lessons? Several on the old 
, left are already busily drawing precisely the 
wrong ones. The relative leniency with which 
the rebels are being treated may be a par- 
tial acknowledgement of the messiness of the 
Government's handling of the whole affair. 
But it does not mean that Blair has any in- 
tention of being deterred from reducing the 
bloated welfare budget. Everything will be 
scrutinised, from disability benefit for peo- 
ple who don’t need it to the barriers ibai in- 
dependent taxation of women may be putting 
in the way of redistributive measures like the 
taxation of child benefit. 

There is no doubt that Blair used up on 
Wednesday night some of his ample store of 
political capital. It can be replenished pretty- 
fast. But welfare reform won't be achieved 
by stealth. He needs to speak more loudly 
and more often about what he is uying to 
do; to become more of, in Tony Bean's 
memorable phrase about Margaret 
Thatcher, a teacher-politician. Oh - and next 
time Harriet Harman has a hard choice to 
force through Parliament. Messrs Blair and 
Brown should consider sitting on the bench 
beside her.. 




The band your parents won’t understand: Prodigy’s Keith Flint (right) with Maxim, in concert this week Photograph: News Team 

I’m not shocked by smacking up, 
just bored by boorish misogyny 



SUZANNE 

MOORE 

ON THE 
PRODIGY 


The Prodigy are vety naughty 
boys indeed. They have suc- 
ceeded in not only getting 
their latest video banned - 
though you can see it on MTV 
- but have even got Diane 
Abbott and her colleagues to 
table an early day motion in the 
Commons seeking to ban the 
posters for their single "Smack 
My Bitch Up". 

"Smack Mv Bitch Lip" has 
been around for nearly six 
months, because it is on their 
phenomenally successful Fat of 
the Land album. By releasing 
it as a single, another mini- 
controversy has been ignited. 

Do these words incite vio- 
lence against women? Are they 
even meant to? Well, accord- 
ing to the group, they arc not 
even about women, but refer 
to an intense experience. This. 
even in the irony-laden 
Nineties, is somewhat disin- 
genuous. If the lyrics arc mean- 
ingless. then they might as 
well have been “saw your head 
off. No one seems to quite 


know what to do about all 
this. Anyone who says they 
don't actually want to see 
posters saying Smack My Bitrb 
Up is an uptight moralist who 
fails to get the hippest jokes - 
or even, someone who takes 
this latest Prodigy wind-up 
seriously. 

1 have to say I don’t partic- 
ularly want to see these posters, 
and I wish that the group could 
have found other ways to shock 
that were not so inherently Lazy. 
The confusion oyer how to re- 
act to all this shows that on the 
whole we would rather accept 
a certain level of misogyny 
than be labelled old-fashioned. 

The Prodigy manage, then, 
to have it both ways. They can 
be outrageous, while at the 
same time denying that what 
they are up to actually means 
anything. They pull the same 
trick off in their video, which 
is shot from the point of view 
of someone on a night out. It 
is packed with images of drugs, 
drink, vomit and big breasted 
strippers. Full of the self- 
loathing and excesses of the 
nigh! oui in Gary Oldman's 
film Nil By Month, we end up 
realising that what seems like 
a gross male fantasy has actu- 
ally been experienced by a 
woman. 

Makes you think doesn't it? 
Not really, because the whole 
point in to make you feci, to 
make you identity with this long 
trawl for instant gratification. 
A.S Suzie Orhach commented 
after seeing the video, on Will 
Selfs chat show Something of 
the Niitht. it is all about sensa- 
tion. She found that disturbing 
sensation is what the music of 
The Prodigv is ail about. That 


is why they are a far more in- 
teresting and musically signif- 
icant band than Oasis. 

As Oasis have degenerated 
into Dadrock they look more 
and more daft. Their “come 
and have a go if you think you 
are hard enough” stance has 
been totally blown since they 
stormed off stage because a 
plastic bottle was thrown at the 
knee of the guitarist. This is 
hardly the stuff of rock 'n' roll 
legend. The Prodigy mean- 
while will do nicely as a band 
your parents won't understand. 
The music critics rave over 
their amphetamine intensity, 
while at the same time cele- 
brating their glorious pan- 
tomime of twisted masculinity. 
Never mind the lyrics, just fed 
the beat in which “the dodgy 
politics [are] Gambled to a 
crisp". Anyway they are really 
cuddly chaps, not violent wife 
beaters. 

The ultra-sophisticated 
have always been able to excuse 
the misogyny of many music 
lyrics. From the “has’* and 
“bitches” of gansta rap to the 
vile cliches of much rock, what 
we are hearing, we are told, is 
a pose, a parody of masculin- 
ity, a warped fantasy of power 
from men whose own sense of 
themselves is in crisis. To which 
one can only reply, it’s not fun- 
ny. it's not clever and it’s not 
even particularly new. 

There is also, of course, 
downright prejudice against 
certain types of music. While 
it was •’classic rock” when 
Hendrix used to sing about 
shooting his “old lady”, con- 
temporary rappers, we feci, are 
something far more sinister. To 
reduce all this to a question of 


petting warmer, but still a long way from our goal 



NICHOLAS 

SCHOON 

-'-jm KYOTO 
CLIMATE TALKS 

One of the greatest journalis- 
tic satisfactions is to find out 
yon are right .after making 
predictions in print, even when 
they are other people's pre- 
. dictions. But 1 have never 
known if I have been right In 
writing dozens and dozens of 
ankles over the past nine 
years on the threat of global 
wanning. Worse still, there is 
a chance I will not know for an- 
other dozen years, perhaps 
mime. That is an uncomfort- 
able feeling. 

True, the cliniiiie seems to 
„ Restarted changing already 
^jttueto h umani ty's intervention 
Mra. th'e Atmosphere. But we 
' cannot be sure, Fujrttoznnorc, 
'.zj&tk credible forecasters in. this 
business (the climate scientists. 
^ opposed to the greens or 


their opponents) tell us that we 
probably won't have significant, 
harmful change until a couple 
of decades or more into the 
next century - and that it will 
keep on changing after that. 

But current science still al- 
lows the possibility that the 
changes will be minor and 
even benign on the whole. My 
nightmare is that 10 years 
from now no one talks or 
cares or negotiates about glob- 
al wanning. That it will be seen 
as a silly millennial fad, blot- 
ted out by genuine global en- 
vironmental crises such as 
water shortages. Twenty-first 
century hindsight may find us 
having had our eyes on the 
wrong ball. 

There was a bitterly cold 
snap soon after The Indepen- 
dent was launched in October 
1986. That prompted my first 
story on climate change, spec- 
ulating on the possibility of a 
new Ice Age- 1 had not even 
heard of man-made global 
wanning, although a few hun- 
dred scientists and environ- 
mentalists scattered thinly 
around ihe world *cre already 
taking an interest. The /dea of 

a new Ice Age was still in rogue 

at the time. for. in the normal, 
natural course of events one 
could come along sometime w 
the next few thousand years. 

Soon afterwards I learnt 
how the emissions from burn- 
ing coal, gas, o»l a° d forCSls 


could trap heat in the atmos- 
phere. and so began writing the 
odd global warming srory. 
Tbeu. at the end of 1989. Mar- 
garet Thatcher made a speech 
on climate change which put 
the issue on the political map. 
In the US. they had a freakishly 
hot summer and a rising young 
senator called Al Gore took an 
interest. By the end of 1990 the 
bandwagon was really rolling, 
and it was during that year that 
governments decided they 
should negotiate a dimate 
change treaty through the 
United Nations. 

They bad one agreed in 
time for the Rio Earth Summit 
in 1991 but it was a mouse of 
a treaty. The Framework Con- 
vention on Climate Change 
gave a legal definition to the 
problem and asked developed 
countries to volunteer to sta- 
bilise their rising annual emis- 
sions at the 1990 level by 20(H). 
The majority failed to hit this 
target: those thaL succeeded 
did so only by accident of eco- 
nomic decline or of policy 
chances unrelated to global 
warming. 

Clearly another treaty was 
needed - one which really did 
stop areenhouse cas emissions 
rising with each passing > ear. 
accelerating the rate of climate 
change. That was what could 
and should have been negoti- 
ated in Kyoto. But it was al- 
ready pretty clear, months 


before delegates from mure 
than 150 countries arrived in 
Japan for 10 days of intense, 
against-the-clock negotiating, 
that this was not to he. 

Meanwhile, the science oi 
climate change has become 
stronger and deeper over the 
past seven years. The super- 
computer models of global 
climate have simulated chang- 
ing temperatures and rainfall 
more and more convincingly. 
Globally, the 1990s have seen 
the warmest years since world- 
wide records began more than 
100 years ago. And, chough the 
uncertainties remain large, 
and will stay that way for years, 
an impressive scientific con- 
sensus has emerged. Climate 
change has begun or, to use the 
cautious, painstakingly nego- 
tiated words of the Science 
Working Group of the Inter- 
governmental Panel on Cli- 
mate Change. “The balance of 
evidence suggests a discernible 
human influence on global 
climate." 

I was at the meeting in 
Madrid two years ago when 
rhey came up with that phrase, 
and it honestly was a thrilling 
moment - although m> ex- 
citement was admittedly in- 
tensified by being the only 
British journalist there. 

To see opinion swing 
around through the I9wtfc lias 
been fascinating, and nlten 
thrilling. This is a subject «*n 


which presidents anj prime 
ministers have been phoning 
each other in the middle of the 
night o\er the past few days. 
An issue that was once the con- 
cern of only a lew hundred 
people now engages millions 
who think that, even in spile of 
the uncertainties, we need to 
reduce the risk of catastrophe 
and start slowing climate 
ehangc now. 

Along with leading politi- 
cians. e\er\ kind of expert 
and lobbyist and pundit now 
has an angle on climate 
change: economists, biologists, 
geographers, media commen- 
tators. It has been fun to watch 
the doubters of the right wing 
think-tanks and the lossil fuel 
lobby shift their ground. First 
they said the science was 
baloney. Then they said the 
warming was si' uncertain it 
was too early to act. Then 
they said that ii would prob- 
ably work oui cheaper to do 
nothing about eutling emis- 
sions. and adapt to a changing 
climate when it came. 

Seeing the failure to take 
decisive action in Kyoto over 
the past week, however, has 
nut been at all thrilling. The 
contrast between ministerial 
rhetoric and the hard bar- 
gaining behind closed doors is 
an unattractive spectacle. 
Years ago. in the fairly early 
do* of global warming. I 
guessed that nothing which 


really attacked the problem 
would be done until well into 
the next century. It was a 
gloomy bet. but a pretty safe 
one. When it comes to acting 
now to tackle an uncertain 
problem which lies years in the 
future, and when that action in- 
volves national interests and 
difficult changes, and when the 
problem is so global that most 
of the 1 60 very different nations 
have to agree on what to do, 
decisiveness is hard to come by. 

Kyoto is not the end of the 
road. Within a few years an- 
other treaty or an annexe will 
have been negotiated, and 
probably condemned for not 
doing enough. I just hope 1 
make it comjios mentis into my 
seventies, around 2030, 
enough time to find out for 
sure whether our predictions 
were far-sighted, or mis- 
conceived. 

If we prove to be right, lei's 
hope a few of the doubters are 
Mill alive so wc can tell them 
this. To the executives of Exxon 
lEsso as they are known in 
Britain) and those of Mobil 
Oil, to the Australian Gov- 
ernment, the Global Climate 
Coalition, the Republicans in 
the LIS Senate, the Institute of 
Economic Affairs in Britain, 
and to all you others who did | 
your best to stop a decent, ef- 
fective treaty being negotiated 
in Kyoto: you self-interested, 
reckless fools. 


censorship - should this song 
be banned? - not only misses 
the point, but increases inter- 
est and sales. 

Nor do I think it is possible 
for a mere poster to incite vi- 
olence. What we have to ask 
ourselves is a far more com- 
plicated question. What level 
of misogyny is acceptable in the 
public domain? For while most 
of us won't care what The 
Prodigy do at their concerts, we 
do not want to be confronted 
with a “Smack My Bitch Up” 
poster at the bus stop. 

The laddificarion of popu- 
lar culture which has prevailed 
for the past five years means 
that many of our children have 
grown up in an environment in 
which it is perfectly normal to 
see pictures of naked women 
everywhere, to hear lewd com- 
ments about them, to laugh at 
the more tedious escapades of 
Chris Evans and generally sec 
men behaving badly. 

Laddishness was always 
more than just a reaction 
against political correctness, 
which was always misunder- 
stood, but a flight imo a re- 
gressive and infantile version of 
sexual difference at precisely 
the time when these roles were 
being challenged. 

The elevation of hedonism, 
the beer and birds, and football 
and raves, that much laddtsh- 
ness invoked, obscured the re- 
ality that in fact an innately 
reactionary lifestyle was being 


propagated. It is not surprising, 
then, that The Prodigy, who 
brflliantiy provide a sound- 
track for such hedonism, de- 
clare themselves anarchists, 
but end up resorting to tired- 
out shock tactics in order to 
shake things up. There is noth- 
ing radical or ground-breaking 
about flirting with notions of vi- 
olence against women. Just 
listen to some blues to hear 
how it's done in all its goiy 
details. 

In many ways the reign of 
the lad appears to be coming 
to its own inevitable dead- 
end. There is no way of mov- 
ing on; the boorishness has 
become just boring. Even con- 
fused young men realise that 
they are more complex crea- 
tures than such a culture allows. 

While Keith and Maxim, 
Leeroy and Liam strut their 
stuff chanting “smack my bitch 
up" until the phrase is just a 
jumble of syllables devoid of 
meaning, they may well feel the 
rush of freedom that the best 
music creates. But they still 
have to come down, go home 
and live in a world where 
women will not accept being 
called bitches, or being 
smacked up. or being told that 
these boys don’t really mean 
what they say. 

If The Prodigy really want- 
ed to shock us they could Uy 
saying what they realty mean. 
But that, of course, would be 
a risk too far. 
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World markets 
spooked by fresh 
S Korean crisis 


The economic crisis in 
South Korea deepened 
yesterday, after leading 
credit agencies slashed 
their ratings for South 
Korea debt. Stephen Vines 
in the Far East and 
Diane Coyle in London 
report on how growing 
concerns about South 
Korea’s financial stability 
prompted a mass sell-off 
throughout the world’s 
stock markets. 

The FTSE tumbled by 94.8 
points yesterday to dose at 
5035.9 after a day's heavy share 
trading. Ar one stage in the day, 
the FTSE was 131 points down. 
The share fall, which was mir- 
rored in stock markets world- 
wide, was prompted by the 
worsening crisis in South Korea. 

Overnight, the won, the Ko- 
rean currency fell by its maxi- 
mum daily limit of 10 per cent 
to a record low against the dol- 
lar in just a few minutes. And 
concerns that the Korean au- 
thorities are failing to tackle the 
crisis we re underlined yesterday 
by news that two leading credit 
agencies, Moody’s and Stan- 
dard & Poor’s (SAP), had 
sharply downgraded the coun- 
try’s credit ratings. 

The latest wave of stock 
market selling was prompted by 
fears that the International 
Monetary Fund's $57bn (£35bn) 
rescue package will be insuffi- 
cient to meet the country’s 
short-term debt obligations. Ko- 
rea's short-term overseas debts 
are now estimated at SlOQbn. Al- 
though some of this reflects 
lending between branches of 
Korean banks and companies, 
some $40bn is thought to need 


refinancing before the end of 
this year. 

Standard & Poor’s has put 
Korea on a BBB- minu s rating, 
one rank above junk bond sta- 
tus. Spokesman John Chambers 
said it had placed the country 
on a negative credit watch, and 
would deride within the next 
few weeks whether to announce 
a further ratings downgrade. 

Standard & Poor’s followed 
an overnight decision by rival 
agency Moody’s Investors Ser- 
vice, which lowered its rating on 
South Korea’s foreign debt 
and also downgraded the rat- 
ings of 31 Korean companies. 

Officials acknowledge that 
the IMF’s package will only suc- 
ceed if South Korea undertakes 
financial and economic reforms. 
To this end. a special session of 
congress is due to agree later 
this month to give the central 
bank more independence, im- 
prove financial supervision, and 
legislate for commercial com- 
panies to produce property au- 
dited consolidated accounts. 

But commentors believe 
that Korea needs to do much 
more to tackle its long term 
problems. Much of Korea’s 
foreign debt is owed by the big 
industrial conglomerates, 
whose average debt to equity 
ratio is above 300 per cent As 
a result, a sharp economic 
slowdown, expected by many 
experts next year, will push 
many companies into bank- 
ruptcy. According to invest- 
ment bank JP Morgan, 15.000 
companies have already filed 
for bankruptcy in 1997. 

Even though this was the first 
day in which foreign buyers were 
permitted to purchase up to 50 
per cent of listed companies 
shares, overseas buyers were 
keeping well away. One broker 
described the decision to open 
the market further to foreigners. 


a few days ahead of schedule, as 
“another Korean joke**. 

Whilst his country’s eco- 
nomic crisis was deepening by 
the minute. President Kim 
Young-sam addressed the nation 
on television. Looking sombre, 
he said: “I cannot find the right 
words to apologise”. This is not 
bis first attempt to take the 
blame for Korea's financial 
chaos. He also apologised for the 
national humilia tion of having to 
accept the IMFs rescue package. 

The crisis of c o nfiden ce in the 
Korean economy was not helped 
by uncertainties surrounding 
next Thursday’s presidential 
decdoa The leading oppcstioa 
candidate Kim Dae-jung has 
promised that he will renegoti- 
ate the deal with the IMF if he 
wins. Mr Kim is a veteran cam- 
paigner who could pull off vic- 
tory in the volatile atmosphere 
now prev ailing in Korea. 

Even if be does not win, a 
high vote for Mr Kim will put 
pressure on the new executive 
to adopt a more aggressive 
stance in Korea's already 
fraught dealings with the IMF. 

The news from Korea was 
sufficient to trigger an out- 
break of jitters across the regjon. 
Malaysia, where the stock mar- 
ket dived by some 7 per cent, 
was worst-affected, as the gov- 
ernment wanted of bank clo- 
sures. In Hong Kong blue chip 
shar e prices slid back by almost 
5.5 per cent as interest rates 
started to rise again and there 
was renewed talk of pressure on 
the Hong Kong dollar. 

Ironically the stock market 
most affected by the Korea 
crisis, the Japanese market, re- 
sponded the least negativety. 
The key Nikkei 225 index shed 
just 25 per cent of its value, and 
this was mainty related to Japan- 
ese domestic considerations. 

Outlook, page 21 



A South Korean man is dwarfed by a 
huge billboard hanging from the Korea 
Exchange Bank building advising 
customers to help the nation's 
economy by opening foreign 
currency accounts in Seoul. 


South Ko reals battered banking system 
got more bad news yesterday after Moody% 
Investors* Service downgraded the coixitry*s 
for e ign currency ceilings for bonds, notes and 
deposits. 

Photograph: Paul BarkeryReuter 


k 



PowerGen eyes 
£3.5bn strike for 



PowerGen Is 
contemplating a £3.5bn 
strike for the American 
electricity utility Cinergy 
in a deal which would 
ghre it a 50 per cent 
stake in Midlands 
Electricity, the UK 
regional power company. 
Michael Harrison reports. 


Ed Wallis, PowerGen’s chair- 
man, is understood to be ready 
to make his move as soon as the 
Government gives the power 
generators the green light to ex- 
pand into electricity distribution 
and supply. 

The Department of Trade 
and Industry is expected to in- 
dicate whether it will sanction 
further vertical integration in 
the sector when it gives its rul- 
ing on PactfiCorp’s £3.7bn bid 
for Energy group, owner of 
Eastern Electricity, early in the 
New Year. 

PowerGen is understood to 
have examined buying out one 
of the 50 per cent stakes held 
in Midlands by Cinergy and 
GPU, who joined together as 
Avon Energy Partners to ac- 
quire Midlands for £1.73bn in 
May last year. 

The US takeover followed 
the previous government’s de- 
cision to block a bid for Mid- 
lands by PowerGen . and 
National Power’s agreed 
takeover of Southern Electric. 

Now, PowerGen is believed 
to have concluded that its strat- 
egy would be best served by ac- 
quiring one of the two US 
parent companies. This would 
give it exposure to both the 
American power market and 
the UK electricity suppty in- 
dustry as the domestic market 
is opened to foil competition 
from next April 

FriweiGen has examined the 
takeover of several US utilities 


bur there are complications with 
a number of them since they own 
nuclear generating capacity 
which it is not interested in. .w 

Cinergy, however, is a punf»< 
fossil-fuel generator. It owns an 
operates 11,000 megawatts of 
coal and gas fired generating 
plant in the mid-WesL Head- 
quartered in Cincinnati, it 
serves 1.3 million electricity 
customers and 434,000 gas con-: 
snmers in Ohio, Indiana and. 
Kentucky and has a market cap- 
italisation of $5.4bn. It has 
8,000 employees and made a. 
net income of $340m on rev- 
enues of $3.2bn last year. 

Cinergy is one of seven or 
eight US utilities examined by 
PowerGen and although a final 
decision has not yet been tak- 
en, it is thought to be the 
group’s favoured takeover tar- 

** Mr Chilis refused to coxM^* 
meat on PowerGen’s inten- 
tions but it is well known that 
he would like to acquire an in- 
terest in a UK regional elec- 
tricity company. 

PowerGen executives vehe- 
mently deny suggestions, how- 
ever, that it. has offered the 
Government a deal to stop 
coal closures in return for the 
green light to own a Rec. The 
Prime Minister Tony Blair ait- 
Dounced on Tuesday that thq 
three main generators had 
agreed a deal with RJB Mining 
to avert the threat of pit closures 
and redundancies for the next 
six months. 

The deal has yet to b£h- 
thr ash ed out in detail but is likef 
ly to involve the three genera- 
tors taking an extra 7-8 million 
tonnes of coal on top of con- 
tracts so far signed, either to 
bum or stockpile. So far Na- 
tional Power and Eastern have 
agreed to take 12 million tonnes 
from RJB next financial year 
while PowerGen has contract- 
ed to buy 45 million tonnes 
from other UK coal producers. 
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LucasVarity sells diesel engines business for $1 .3bn 


LucasVarity yesterday 
announced the sale of its 
VarityPeririns diesel engine 
subsidiary to Caterpillar, the 
US engine maker for $1 Jbn. 
Peter Thai Larsen finds that the 
deal will give the automotive 
and aerospace engineer 
a sizeable war chest with 
which to beef up its 
remaining businesses. 


Although the offer from Caterpillar 
had been unsolicited, the $1.32bn 
(£803m) price tag made it impossi- 
ble for LucasVarity to refuse. “The 
price beat our own internal valuation 
of the division, so it was right to sell 
it," said chief operating officer Tony 
Gilroy. 


Nevertheless, the sale contra- 
dicts the strategy mapped out for the 
business when Lucas and Varity an- 
nounced their merger just eighteen 
months ago. At the lime, chief ex- 
ecutive Victor Rice claimed that 
VarityPeririns would benefit from 
sourcing Lucas's fuel injection sys- 
tems. He said joint research & de- 
velopment initiatives between the two 
divisions would "result in cost sav- 
ings and enable the two businesses 
to compete more effectively on a 
global scale." 

At the time. Mr Rice also pre- 
dicted that Varity Perkins’s sales 
would almost double to £15bn by the 
year 2000. 

Last night. Mr Gilroy admitted 
that those targets were no longer at- 
tainable. “VarityPerkins’ sales and 
margins are not as strong as expect- 
ed," he said. However, he claimed 
that this was mainly due to the 


strength of sterling, which had hit 
VarityPerkins more heavily than the 
rest of the group. 

Lucas Varity's third quarter results, 
which were also released yesterday, 
support that view. In the three 
months to September, the group’s 
Diesel Engines division produced op- 
erating profits of f 13m on sales of 
£157m - lower than in the second 
quarter, and roughly in line with the 
pro-forma figures for the third quar- 
ter of 1996. 

LucasVarity also said that more 
stringent environmental controls of 
diesel engines had prompted it to sell 
the business. 

VarityPerkins largely produces 
diesel engines for off-highway vehi- 
cles like earth- moving equipment, 
which have historically enjoyed less 
stringent emissions requirements. 
But environmental legislation is 
prompting the technology used in off- 


highway diesel engines to converge 
with the engines used in trucks and 
cars. “We concluded it would have 
been very challenging to develop a 
major on-highway business organi- 
cally," said Mr Rice, adding that 
building a position through acquisi- 
tions was not economically viable. 

Investors welcomed the sale, 
pushing up LucasVarity shares I5p 
to I92.5p in a falling market. “Var- 
ityPerkins was always the likeliest dis- 
posal candidate. It wasn't really a 
surprise." said Tim Bennett, engi- 
neering analyst at investment bank 
Morgan Stanley Dean Witter. He 
added that at a multiple of 19 limes 
forecast earnings and 1.2 times ex- 
pected sales, LucasVarity had secured 
a good price for the business. 

Industry observers now expect 
LucasVarity to use the proceeds of the 
sale to strengthen its aerospace and 
automotive businesses. After tax and 


transaction costs, the group expects 
the disposal to bring in “in excess of o; ‘ 
£400m." That would reduce its net 
debt, which stood at £496m on 31 Oc#1| 
tober, to under £100m. But Mr Gilroy" 
confirmed that the group would btr 
comfortable with current levels of m J 
terest cover, suggesting that Lucas-' 
Varity could afford a big deal. ’’ 

Since the merger, it has added tb 
its aerospace businesses while also 1 
making three bolt-on acquisitions for 
its braking division. Speculation that 
the group was linin g up an acquisi- 
tion was heightened when it con-' ' 
firmed that it would not be' 
accelerating the share buyback pro- 
gram which has seen it buy in 3 per 
cent of its equity this year. “The last . ; 
thing this company wants to do is’ 
stick with cash," one expert ex^ 
plained. “The logical conclusion 
would be that they’ve got something- 
lined up." . • : 


Racal Electronics to split in two Triplex Lloyd shares soar 

by floating telecoms business on takeover ■w""* 


Racal Electronics, the 
engineering group led by 
Sir Ernest Harrison, is to 
split itself In two by 
floating its Racal 
Telecoms business and 
selling the loss-making 
data communications 
division. The break-up 
marks the third time 
in a decade that the 
Racal empire has 
been restructured. 

Michael Harrison reports. 

The decision to float Racal 
Telecoms follows the group's 
failure to find a trade buyer pre- 
pared to pay a high enough 
price. The business is expected 
to be valued at anywhere be- 
tween £500m and £lhn when it 
is listed. 

However, no timetable has 
been set for the flotation nor 
has Racal decided what pro- 
portion of the business will be 
sold off or how the proceeds 
will be used. 

Sir Ernest said: “We were 


seeking partnerships for Racal 
Telecoms which might enhance 
the business and we received 
many interesting offers but did 
not believe any of them gave 
shareholder value." 

The data communications 
business, which employs 2500 
and made a loss of £18.4m in 
the first half of the year, will be 
disposed of in the next three to 
six months. 

The investment bank Gold- 
man Sachs is handling the sale 
and has already received sev- 
eral expressions of interest. 
Racal would not be drawn on 
whether it would make a prof- 
it from the disposal. 

The data business has assets 
worth £223 m, of which £90m is 
in the form of property' and fi- 
nance lease receivables. 

But the sale will result in a 
goodwill write back of £112m 
and further unquantified 
provisions for restructuring. 

Together telecoms and data 
communications have sales of 
about £600m a year. Once they 
are separated out, the remain- 
der of the group consisting of 
defence electronics and the 


instrumentation, recording and 
survey business with sales of 
£550m and annual profits of 
£42m. 

This is the third radical re- 
organisation of the Racal group 
under Sir Ernest. He demerged 
the mobile telephone business 
Vodafone in September. 1991. 
The day after that, Williams 
Holdings made an unsuccess- 
ful hostile bid for the remain- 
der of the group. After fending 
off Williams he then demerged 
the locks business Chubb in Oc- 
tober 1992. Its value then was- 
£3 66m. Wiliams subsequently 
bought Chubb earlier this year 
paying three times that amount. 

Sir Ernest, 71, who joined 
the group the year after it was 
founded in 1950, refused to be 
drawn on whether this latest 
corporate restructuring would 
be his swansong, saying: “This 
company has a lot of share- 
holder value yet to be released 
and I would very much like to 
be around to ensure we achieve 
what is possible," 

Racal Telecoms is a business 
telecoms operator which uses 
a network built around the 


national rail network. It is sim- 
ilar to Energis, which the Na- 
tional Grid floated earlier this 
week for £846m. However. 
Racal executives would not be 
drawn on the likely valuation of 
their business. 

Racal Telecom was created 
through the combination of 
RacaJ's existing business tele- 
coms division and British Rail 
Telecom, which it hought for 
£140m two years ago. In the six 
months to 10 October it made 
a profit of £16.5m on sales of 
£140m. Sales growth slowed to 
2 per cent during the period be- 
cause of reduced income from 
the network of National Lottciy 
terminals and lower railway 
income. 

About half its business 
comes from contracts with the 
privatised rail companies. 
Other customers include W H 
Smith, Heinz, JCI. Zeneca and 
a range of government de- 
partments. 

Racal blamed the escalating 
losses in data communications 
on delays in new product 
launches. 

Outlook, page 21 


Shares in Triplex Lloyd soared 
15 per cent to 263. 5 p yesterday 
after the engineeringgroup re- 
vealed it was in talks which could 
lead to a bid being made for the 
company at ahoul 280p a share. 

Speculation about a possible 
bid for Triplex has been raging 
for several days. The predator 
is rumoured to be Doncasters. 
the Derbyshire -bused aerospace 
and industrial engineer whose 
shares are quoted on the New 
^ork Stock Exchange. 

However Ian Dillamore, 
Doncaster s chairman, refused 
to comment on the speculation. 
“I have nothing to say. There is 
no present or impending an- 
nouncement," he said. 

According to sources close 
to Triplex Lloyd, discussions are 
continuing but a deal is not im- 
minent. 

Speculation about a bid for 
Triplex Lloyd has been contin- 
uing since July, when chief ex- 
ecutive Graham Lockyer left the 
group over disagreements 
about strategy. The shares 
promptly touched a new low of 
fo4p. However, they soon re- 
bounded as bid rumours swirled 
around the market, forcing the 
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tober that it had been in talkj| « 
that bad subsequently ended af- k 

ter the two parties were unable y M 

to agree a price. 

Triplex’s strategy has been in \ 
tatters since the group's at-^t.^' --: 
tempt to buy William Cook, the®** ^ ■; ... 
castings group, failed when its * ‘ 

offer was trumped by a man-* ’ *' 
agmeni bid backed by venture it ‘ 
capital group Eleetra Fleming: r * - 

Triplex had argued that the ac® .' l : . 
quisition would give it the crit? ‘ ^ . 
ical mass it needed to compel^ 

In global markets. Tlie group” r - 

s exports have also been hurt by *■*. 

the strong pound. “ v 

Triplex has yet to find a perr '**'*. ■. . _ 
manent replacement for Lock-: r 

y e f- Finance director Bob, •*. 
Mitchell has been acting chief ' 
executive since July. ^ ^ 

Analysis suggested that in- 
vestors would be happy to ac- r . 

«pt an offer pitched at 280pa; : 

share, but stressed that the 
company was basically sound:' , 
Despite the pressures cf cur: 
rc ncy, recent interim results 
were ahead of expectations,' 
prompting brokers to upgrade 
full-year profit forecasts to 
£l7m. 
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Why Christie’s is better off privately owned 


> 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE BID FOR 
CHRISTIE’S, THE 
CRISIS IN SOUTH 
KOREA, AND THE 
FLOTATION OF 
RACAL TELECOM 




Auction houses have never bad a partic- 
ularly comfortable existence as publicly 
quoted companies. Their earnings are 
cyclical and unpredictable, and their 
main asset - their experts - tend to be 
people of fragile ego and a willingness to 
walk at the slightest prompting. Moreover, 
the business has changed in a way which 
makes the generally quite inflexible cap- 
ital resources of a publicly quoted com- 
pany inappropriate to the task of selling 
fine art. 

So it is hardly surprising that both 
Christie’s, and to a lesser extent Sotheby’s, 
should find themselves in play right now. 
Both are in truth probably much more suit- 
ed to private ownership than the publicly 
quoted sector. Surprisingly, the most im- 
portant reason for this is not the one most 
often cited — that rich people are prone 
to aspire to such businesses because of 
vanity. 

These days, the big vendors expect to 
have their collections underwritten, they 
expect the auction house’s valuation to be 
guaranteed when the collection is put up 
for sale, so that they achieve the reserve 
even if it is not reached. Few publicly quot- 
ed companies can justify taking such 
risks with their shareholders’ money, and 
indeed Sotheby's recently lost a packet on 
such a transaction. Even in today's so- 
phisticated financial markets, it would be 
difficult to underwrite these things on a 
case by case basis.' 

Obviously, the auction house in a po- 
sition to guarantee the vendor is much bet- 
ter placed to win the business. Returns 
from auctioneering could thus theoretically 


be greatly enhanced in the hands of those 
with access to limitless capital. Christie's 
has admitted to on off, and now on again, 
talks with a mystery predator. We still don’t 
know who it is. but it seems likely that the 
above is what this is all about. 

Christie's has hired Merrill Lynch 
alongside its traditional merchant bank ad- 
viser, Hambros - presumably with the in- 
tention of bolstering its defences or 
finding an alternative. It may be too late 
for that. The question is no longer about 
whether Christie’s remains an indepen- 
dent, publicly quoted company. Rather it 
is about the price at which the company 
goes private. Given the bind it finds itself 
in, that's unlikely to be much of a 
premium. 

No more money 
for South Korea 

There is probably no alternative solution 
to South Korea's ever-deepening crisis but 
to throw a large quantity of internation- 
al money at it. The trouble is that the 
$57bn of IMF and other credit already 
doled out may not be enough, as the mar- 
kets were beginning to anticipate yester- 
day. Nor is there any certainty that this 
hastily arranged package will in practice 
buy sufficient reform in South Korea to 
tackle its deep rooted structural faults. 
Would it not have been better in the long 
run to have allowed Korea to go to the 
wall? 

A number of conditions have been at- 


tached to to the IMF’s support, bul there 
is not much evidence of South Korea tak- 
ing real responsibility for its economic ills. 
Nor. given the haste with which this 
package was agreed, can the IMF have any 
more than a superficial understanding of 
the nature and scale of South Korea's dif- 
ficulties. No real banker would lend on 
such terms, and there must be more than 
a chance the IMF will end up regretting 
it. 

There is scarcely any point in the IMF 
and other lenders stumping up the emer- 
gency loan unless it leads to root and 
branch reform. All it achieves is a bail-out 
of the banks and other financial institu- 
tions that have lent to South Korea. 

The Mexican crisis that exploded at the 
end of 1994 offers a good parallel. It took 
two months for the terms of its interna- 
tional rescue package to be agreed. Bui 
that siand-ty loan of $50bn, settled in ear- 
ly February 1995, did not stabilise the peso. 
U went on to lose another third of its val- 
ue on the foreign exchanges. 

The currency only slopped falling 
once the Mexican Government admitted 
its mistakes, set in place new budget and 
privatisation policies, and said there 
would be a recession. After a year in the 
doldrums, the economy has since recov- 
ered, and Mexico never drew all of the 
emergency loan. Ii even repaid money 
ahead of schedule. 

There has been a grovelling apology 
from the Korean President over the scale 
of the crisis and some rotten investment 
banks have been closed. But essentially 
there has been no Mexican style men cul- 


pa from the Korean authorities, nor will 
there be ahead of next week’s presiden- 
tial election. The question is whether who- 
ever is installed then will make it plain that 
badly needed reform of the banking sys- 
tem and corporate sector will take place. 
The precedent set by worker unrest-a year 
ago over modest proposals for labour mar- 
ket reform is not encouragtng. 

If South Korea does remain unwilling 
to bite the bullet, it will call into question 
the purpose of the emergency loan. The 
IMF is proud of its ability to respond 
quickly to crises, but this year it has all but 
exhausted its emergency fund with cred- 
its for Thailand and Indonesia as well as 
Korea. It should not have been so swift 
to agree to the Korean request. 

Now that it has done so, it finds itself 
in an awkward situation. Should it cany 
on disbursing the loan even if the coun- 
try does not implement the tough condi- 
tions properly, throwing good money 
after bad? Or should it halt the loan what- 
ever the political and economic conse- 
quences of doing so? 

In the end. it boQs down to how much 
worse the repercussions for the rest of 
the world economy and financial system 
would be if the Koreans had to fend for 
themselves. Would the resulting loan de- 
faults and turmoil in Asian and other 
emerging markets fatally damage the in- 
ternational banking system or plunge 
the OECD into recession? Probably not 
is the answer. The IMF must be hop- 
ing beyond hope that the Korean gov- 
ernment will do enough to meet its 
conditions. But if it does not. it should 


let Korea face the consequences of its 
own decisions. 

Racal’s third 
reincarnation 

Racal Electronics may not bear the name 
of Sir Ernest Harrison but it ought to. He 
has been synonymous with its evolution over 
the last 47 years and there seems to be no 
end to the amount of shareholder value that 
the wily old bird thinks be can wring out 
of the business before hanging up his boots. 

At the age of 71 be is about to preside 
over the group's third re-incarnation in less 
than a decade. The first rebirth carac in 
1 991 when he demerged the cellular tele- 
phone business Vodafone (having float- 
ed a minority stake three years earlier) 
while simultaneously beating off a hos- 
tile bid from Nigel Rudd of Williams Hold- 
ings. The second came with the demerger 
of the Chubb locks business a year later. 
Now RacaJ Electronics, as the shrunken 
empire is known, is re-inventing itself again 
by floating off the business telecoms arm 
and selling data communications. 

Shareholders can hardly grumble at the 
first two demergers, Vodafone has tripled in 
value since demerger while Chubb went for 
three times the price when Sir Nigel returned 
with his knighthood and an agreed bid this 
year. Optimists think Racal Telecom might 
be worth f lbn if Energis can float for £S50m. 
But a more realistic price might be nearer 
£600m given that telecoms companies and 
public listing do not make happy bedfellows. 


Cassidy ousted as 
Liberty family feud 
reaches bitter climax 


Harvey Nichols shares slump 


Denis Cassidy was 
yesterday ousted from 
his post as chairman of 
the luxury department 
store Liberty in the 
: bloody climax of a 
bitter feud among 
: members of the store's 
founding family. As 
Andrew Verity reports, 
Elizabeth Stewart- 
Liberty united with her 
former nemesis, 
corporate financier 
Brian Myerson, to vote 
out Mr Cassidy. 

ffhe Stewart-Liberty family 
Hjwas yesterday attacked by 
members of a rival branch of 
the Liberty dynasty for “tram- 
pling on the Liberty flower" as 
it staged a shareholders’ coup 
against a chairman who said 
his real sin was to be too in- 
dependent to tolerate. 

, - Rebel shareholders led by 
Elizabeth Stewart-Liberty, a 
descendant of the store's 
founder, gained 10.9 million 
votes in favour of three reso- 
lutions to remove Mr Cassidy 
and install Brian MyeTson, a 
South African corporate fi- 
nancier, and Odile Griffith, 
Mrs Stewart-Liberty’s financial 
;r, as directors. Votes 
tinst toralled 8.7m. 

Andrew Garety, a serving 
director who has been ap- 
pointed chairman in Mr Cas- 
sidy's place, said: “The Board 
regrets the departure of De- 
nis Cassidy, who has played a 
vital part in leading the team 


that has turned the business 
around. It is my first concent 
that we try to avoid further dis- 
ruption to Liberty." 

A decision to abstain by the 
Merchant Navy Ratings* Pen- 
sion Fund, which holds a 5 per 
cent stake in the store, assured 
Mr Myerson and Odile Grif- 
fith, MrsStewart -Liberty’s fi- 
nancial adviser, victory. They 
won a resolution to oust Mr 
Cassidy with a majority of 
votes cast. Two further reso- 
lutions, giving non-executive 
directorships to Mr Myerson 
and Ms Griffith, were also car- 
ried. 

Sitting stoney-faced at yes- 
terday’s egm with Mr Myer- 
son. Mrs Stewart-Liberty 
resisted repeated calls to tell 
other shareholders her cor- 
porate strategy. The two this 
year reconciled past differ- 
ences to form a J Concert Par- 
ty " which controls 47 per cent 
of shareholders’ votes at the 
London-based department 
store. 

In a swipe at Mr Myerson, 
Aothony Blackmore, a share- 
holder descended from an- 
other member of the Liberty 
clan, said: “It is quite unac- 
ceptable that Mr Myerson 
and his colleagues should de- 
cline to say what they intend 
to do. J don't think (Myerson} 
is qualified to sit in the board- 
room. 1 want to improve Lib- 
erty by retailing and not by 
pushing bits of paper around 
the City." Another share- 
holder said of Mr Myerson’s 
silence: “This is a very arro- 
gant way to behave." 

Facing the prospect of be- 


ing removed as chairman, De- 
nis Cassidy, a former chief ex- 
ecutive of Bhs, accused the 
rebel shareholders of seeking 
to acquire control of Liberty' 
without paying a premium. 
“The real victim here is not me 
but the company, corporate 
governance and shareholder 
democracy. 

He added that both Mrs 
Stewart-Liberty and Mr My- 
erson had failed to honour as- 
surances given as a condition 
Of his appointment that they 
would not interfere with the 
running of the business. “Per- 
haps. in their view, 1 am too 
independent," he said. 

Mr Cassidy also warned 
that the four other members 
of the board, who have given 
him unanimous support, 
would reject a demand, float- 
ed by the Concert Pam-, for 
Mr Myerson and Ms Griffith 
to become co-chairmen. 

The latest episode of the 
family feud at Liberty was os- 
tensibly over a plan by the 
board to expand the compa- 
ny’s flagship Regent Street 
store. The plan was to utilise 
50,000 square feet of unused 
space to compete with West 
End rivals such as Harrods and 
Harvey Nichols. 

Mr Myerson and Mrs Surw- 
art-Liberty claimed to be an- 
noyed at the £43m investment 
required, against Liberty's 
market capitalisation of £o7m. 
They have also objected to the 
closing of regional branches. 
Mr Cassidy yesterday said Mr 
Myerson had backed both the 
branch closures and the size of 
investment. 



Exports pick up 
despite the 
strength of sterling 


Harvey Nichols, the Knightsbridge 
department store made famous by Edina 
and Patsy from 'Absolutely Fabulous’ 
(right), had an absolutely ghastly day 
yesterday as news of a slowdown in pre- 
Christmas sales wiped almost II per cent 
off its value. Shares in the company 
slumped 23p to I93p as the company 
reported that sales growth in che first nine 
weeks of the second half had slowed to 
only 3 per cent. Joseph Wan, the group’s 
colourful chief executive, called the 
performance ‘disappointing’, but said that 
he was still ‘optimistic’ about the 
Christmas period. While trading at group’s 
new store in Leeds is improving, sales at 
the flagship Knightsbridge shop are 
slowing, leading to the likelihood of sharp 
mark downs in the January sales, said Mr 


Wan. Part of the problem is the strong 
pound which has deterred overseas 
customers from spending. The retailer 
makes around a fifth of its sales from 
outside the UK. The news of disappointing 
current sales growth came as the company 
reported a 24 per cent rise in first half 
turnover to £60.9m and pre-tax profits (0 
per cent ahead to £6.1 m, boosted by a first 
time contribution from the Oxo Tower 
restaurant and a full year's trading from 
the Leeds shop. Mr Wan said he planned 
to open another two department stores in 
the UK and a further four restaurants. Mr 
Wan said he was *within a few months* of 
announcing the next department store, 
which will be located either in Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Newcastle or Manchester. 
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Export orders have 
improved despite the 
strength of sterling, 
according to the latest 
business survey. This 
brighter^ than -expected 
picture on the industrial 
front contrasted with 
other reports hinting at 
a gloomier consumer 
outlook, says Diane Coyle, 
Economics Editor. 

Manufacturers' order books 
have returned to their health- 
iest level since August 1995, the 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry reported yesterday. Do- 
mestic orders remained strong 
while export orders picked up 
from their depressed level. 

The CBI said the strong 
pound was still hitting exports. 
But it admitted: “The sharp de- 
terioration in order books 
recorded in the middle of the 
year seems to have been balled." 

The balance of manufac- 
turers surveyed saving over- 
seas orders had risen rather than 
fallen was minus 29 per cent, a 
bit less deep into negative ter- 
ritory than November's minus 
34 per cent balance. The bal- 
ance reporting an increase 
rather than a decrease in total 
orders climbed to plus 2 percent 
from minus 3 percent. Sudhir 
Junankar, a CBI economist, 
said the slight improvement in 
export demand provided a 
"welcome breathing space for 
hard-pressed exporters”. 

Some City economists were 
far more upbeat. Adam Cole at 
James Capel said: “This may be 
the first sign that the worst is 
over for exporters." 


While others shared the 
CBI's caution, all agreed that 
the latest results did little to 
change the Bank of England's 
interest rate calculation. If in- 
terest rates do increase further, 
as widely expected, it is unlike- 
ly to take place until some time 
after the New Year when the 
Bank has more evidence on how 
fast the economy has expand- 
ed in the final quarter of 19y7. 

According to the month!)’ 
CBI survey of industrial trends, 
the modest improvement in 
orders did little to boost busi- 
ness optimism. Hie expected 
output balance improved a 
shade to 10 per cent from 9 per 
cent last month, although the 
increase would be greater ad- 
justed for the normal seasonal 
downturn in December. 

Manufacturers' expectations 
of pushing through price rises 
also increased slightly. But this 
too reflects the normal seasonal 
anticipation of raising list prices 
in the New Year - an expecta- 
tion which has been disap- 
pointed in recent years. 

Mr Junankur said the infla- 
tion outlook remained very 
promising. Kevin Darlington, 
an economist at ABN-Amro. 
agreed. “Core producer output 
price inflation should remain 
muted," he said. 

Figures earlier this week 
showed that the benefits of 
low inflation at the factory gate 
had not fed through fully to the 
high street. Retail price infla- 
tion last month remained at a 
two-year high. 

The economy is expected to 
slow in 1998, bul opinions dif- 
fer as to whether this will be 
marked enough to make addi- 
tional increases in the cost of 
borrowing unnecessary. 


Co-op revamps but rules out sell-offs 


* ■■■■' 


The Co-op has 
. - completed its strategic 
Tfreview, more than six 
Months after Andrew 

Regan failed in his £1 bn 

break-up bid for the 
group* No businesses 
will be sold but costs wifi 
fc cut and the emphasis 
: shifted more towards 
_ convenience stores than 
major supermarkets. 

Nigel Cope, City 

. Correspondent reports. 


./ The Cooperative Wholesale 
Soddy said the shake-up should 
fcfp focus management ihinfc- 
■ hag and investment priorities. 
Managancnt afcohopes that che 
- win help change the CV> 

■■ "-Mips image as an old-fashioned, 
hsnbering under-achiever. 

, Announcing the changes. 


the CWS chief executive 
Graham Melmoth said: “Now 
that the distractions of the first 
half Of 1997 are behind us, we 
can set our agenda and focus 
the CWS on a new direction.” 

The decision not to discard 
any of the Co-op’s disparate 
array of businesses means it will 
retain interests in food retailing, 
funerals, farming, travel, bank- 
ing, insurance and opticians. 
However a number of 

changes will be made: 

• No more superstores will be 
developed and the CWS's 20 
superstores may be sold if their 
performance does not unprove. 
Rival superstore groups have al- 
ready been buying some stores 

from ibe avopmov-ement 

• The number of food-based 
convenience stores will be in- 
creased front the current ^fl wt- 
lets to 300-350. No cost of this 

programme has been released. 

• The 300 mid-sized super- 
markets will be retained and the 


Co-op will continue to con- 
centrate these outlets on mar- 
kets towns. 

• The Co-op dividend card will 
be roiled out nationally to all of 
the group's 7U0 food stores, in 
the New Year and to other busi- 
nesses on a trial basis. 

• Around £!0m of costs will be 
cut from the CWS supermar- 
ket supply chain, which is seen 
as inefficient compared to ibc 
major supermarkets groups. 

• Additional funds will be al- 
located to rhe CWS opera- 
tions in ftmerals, fanning and 
travel, which have been under- 
invested- It plans to stow mar- 
ket share in funerals. 

• Several management changes 
have been made, including the 
appointment of Malcolm Hep- 
worth as retail controller. He re- 
places Allan Green, who was 
sacked for his part in Andrew 
Regan's break-up bid last spring. 

• Mervyn PCdein . recently ap- 
pointed" chief executive of the 


Co-opera the Bank, will join the 
CWS executive with responsi- 
bility for financial services. 

Commenting on the review 
CWS director Bill Shannon 
said a reshaped, better per- 
forming Co-op would help pro- 
tect the business from the 
unwanted approachesuf preda- 
tors. such as Andrew Regan. 
■The best wav of del erring an- 
other Andrew Regan is to show 
that we can add real value by 
being a Co-op. We are not 
reiving on rule changes to pro- 
tect us. We intend to demon- 
strate that there is a clear 
difference between the Coop 
approach and those of others." 

Graham Melmoth added: 
-The CWS will play to its 
strengths and build on those 
businesses which benchmark 
well with their peers." The 
review was undertaken by 
LEK. the cv»rp mile strategy 
2Tt»up and BDDH. the 
communications consultants. 


Stock Exchange moves to thwart 
New Year’s Eve manipulation of FTSE 


The Stock Exchange 
moved yesterday to 
tackle problems with 
Sets, its new electronic 
order driven trading 
system. It has modified 
New Year's Eve trading 
rules, and intends to 
crack down on market 
abuse. Lea Paterson reports. 


The London Stock Exchange 
will close at 12.1Upm on New 
Year's Eve, the same time as Ihc 
London International Financial 
and Futures Exchange l Lift'd 
and 20 minutes earlier than usu- 
al. A special pricing formula will 
be used on New Years' Eve to 
calculate dosing prices. 

The Exchange is also plan- 
iiim: t> i strengthen it* rules on 


price manipulation, following 
claims last week that two JP 
Morgan traders had tried to fix 
the FTSE 100 index. 

Yesterday’s decision was 
prompted by heavy criticism of 
Sets, the order-driven trading sys- 
tem launched at the end of Oc- 
tober. At certain times of the day, 
particularly in the laic afternoon 
and early morning, very few or- 
ders are placed on the Ex- 
change’s new order book and very 
few trades are conducted. This so- 
called lack of liquidity makes it 
easier for a small number of 
trades to distort the FTSE 100 in- 
dex. In particular, there have been 
several instances of “rogue", or 
unrepresentative, closing prices, 
hoih for individual stocks and for 
the FTSE itself. 

Concerns had been voiced 
that if the level of the FTSE 
were distorted on New Year's 


Eve, traditionally a very thin 
trading day. there could be se- 
rious fiuanica! repercussions. 
Cosing New Year's Eve prices 
are used, among other things, 
to calculate fund valuations. 

The Exchange took two 
steps yesterday to try and head 
off the problem of rogue clos- 
ing prices ou December 31. 
Fust, the Exchange will shut at 
the same time as Liffe. Typi- 
cally, trading is particularly 
thin on the London stock mar- 
ket once Liffe has shut. 

Second, the Exchange plans 
lo use a special formula to cal- 
culate closing New Year’s Eve 
prices. This formula will “en- 
able the Exchange lo strike out 
anomalous closing prices for 
the purpose of valuation and in- 
dex calculation," the Exchange 
said yesterday in a statement. 

Final details of the formu- 


la will not be revealed before 
next w'eek, after rhe Exchange 
has had an opportunity to con- 
sult with market partiepanis. 
But it is thought that the for- 
mula will be similar to the 
“uncrossing” that happens at 
the beginning of the trading 
day. At 830am an “uncrossing 1 " 
process matches all buy and sell 
orders inputted between Kam 
and 8.30ara against one an- 
other. A similar process at the 
end of the day should help pre- 
vent trades being executed at 
rogue prices. 

The Exchange also moved 
yesterday to tighten up its rules 
on market manipulation. At 
present, when there is an illiq- 
uid market ticking it easy in 
distort the FILE, conditions are 
ripe for r.ir-rkc. /use. as illus- 
trated by claims of FTSE 
manipulative two weeks ago. 
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Pfizer creates 1 ,000 jobs but Siemens thinks ag ain in Tyneside 

Pfizer, the US drues investment into Britain ShesaiH attrarim* Bir mnn> nF iho umrld'c hu! tniIPP7Pfl mnn* nmdllftflOn t ,.- v ‘ 


Pfizer, the US drugs 
ipant, confirmed yesterday 
that it is investing £109m 
in a new research facility 
in Sandwich, Kent in a 
government backed move 

which wEI create 1,000 new 
British jobs in the next five 
y®ars. However, Siemens, 
the German engineering 
and electronics giant, has 
abandoned plans to create 
up to 600 more jobs at its 
computer chip plant on 
North Tyneside after a 
new crash in global 
semi-conductor prices. 
Sameena Ahmad in London 
and ChrisGodsmark in 
Munich report. 

Pfizer's decision to expand its ex- 
isting research facility in Kent was 
hailed by Margaret Beckett, Pres- 
ident of the Board of Trade, as 
“a vote of confidence" for inward 


investment into Britain. Shesaid 
the investment by Pfizer showed 
“Britain’s historic science base 
really is a priceless asset”. 

Pfizer which receives a £3m 
grant bom the Department of 
Trade and a £2_5m contribution 
from English Partnerships is con- 
sidering an additional £24 lm in- 
vestment in the next three years 
to expand its research facilities, 
and for a new manufacturing plant 
and warehousing. Ken Moran, 
chairman of Pfizer Limited, the 
UK subsidiary of the US group 
called the UK was “the healthcare 
innovation centre of Europe." 

Ms Beckett defended her de- 
cision to award the £3m grant 
even though Pfizer has been op- 
erating in the UK since 1951 and 
already employs 3,400 people. 
“Pfizer could have put its in- 
vestment in a number of other 
countries includin g the US,” she 
said. Pfizer said the grant was a 
“ s i gn i fi cant factor", in its decision 
to expand in the UK. 

Though Ms Beckett boasted 
yesterday that Britain “has 


attracted far more of the world's 
inward investment than any com- 
parable country of its size," not 
everything is going the Govern- 
ment’s way. When Siemens re- 
vealed its £l.lbn investment 
programme for Tyneside in 1995 
the original intention was to 
build two manufacturing halls, 
creating 1,800 new jobs in one of 
the UK’s most depressed re- 
gions. Bui as work began on the 
site, the price of computer mem- 
ory chips crashed by as much as 
80 per oem, forcing the compa- 
ny to review its world wide in- 
vestment plans. When 

semi-conductor prkes staged a 30 
per cent recovery in the spring, 
Siemens pledged to press ahead 
with the second stage of the plant. 
But the group pointed yesterday 
to a new slide in prices. 

Heinrich von Pierer, 
Siemens's chief executive, said: 
“It’s always been a cyclical mar- 
ket and the cyde is now at a low 
point, a trough. That is why it 
would not have been wise to start 
up a new plant.” Instead Siemens 


has squeezed more production 
out of the first halt opened by the 
Queen in May. 

The move follows hot on the 
heels of the decision by Samsung, 
the Korean elongomerate, to 
cancel £350 million expansion 
plans at its Teesside manufac- 
turing base. Toyota also con- 
firmed this week that it had 
chosen France and not Britain as 
the site to build a new small car. 

The chip price crash took its 
toll on Siemens results yesterday 
with profits at its semi-conductor 

divisions in the year to September 
dropping from DM6U3m to 
DM 109m Siemens's overall prof- 
its in its 150th anniversary year awe 
5 per cent after tax to DM2.6hn. 

It also emerged that the com- 
pany has delayed for six months 
holding single currency semi- 
nars with many of its 1 3.000 UK 
suppliers. They have been asked 
to adopt voluntarily the euro for 
transactions with Siemens UK 
companies, which will prepare 
their accounts in the single cur- 
rency from October, 1999. 
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Visit your local Time Showroo 
for the UK’s Best PC Deal 


Margaret Beckett Pfizer’s decision hailed as ‘a vote of confidence’ for inward investment into Britain 

Bank of England obtains 
injunctions in fraud scandal 
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Choose a personal computer from your local 
Time showroom and you'll get the best value for 
money in the land. 

We make all our PCs in the UK 

We design and make all the PCs we sell including 
our award winning Colossus and Omega brands. 

We manufacture in Britain, employing over 700 
staff, and can incorporate the latest PC technology 
to give you better specifications at lower prices. 

We cut out the middleman 

We sell to you direct because, with no 
middleman, it means lower prices for you. Our own 
Showroom staff who specialise only in PC systems 
serve you directly and can give you better advice to 
enable you to select the right system. 

Try before you buy 

Visit your local Showroom and take a closer look 
at the quality and performance of our systems. 
Pick-up our PC Buyers Guide and speak to our staff 
who will give sound specialist advice, in jargon-free 
plain English, when you ask for it 

We get you started 

Our PCs are pre-configured and ready for use 
with preloaded software. Simply plug in and switch 
on. Our unique 90 minute video trainer and user 
guide covers all aspects of normal PC usage and 
can be more useful than a visit from a home 
instructor as you can watch it and learn from it at 
your own pace, at times convenient to you. 

10 years of service and support 

Our service is also direct and we have been 
serving customers for over 1 0 years. Who else can 
provide the best service but the people who 
designed and built your PC. Each Showroom has 
trained technicians and a Service Centre in 
addition to direct hotline support to your home. 

Money back guarantee 

Buy with confidence with complete peace of 
mind. We believe our products, services and prices 
represent the best value in the UK. if you are not 
happy for whatever reason, you can return your PC 
to us within 14 days for a full refund excluding 
delivery costs: 



233M-2 

Power Pro PC 

BM 6x86 MX PFG33 {233 M-2) processor 
Mtti MMX" technology, 04*fc. 6.4Gb. PCTV 
& Teletext, 56K modem. VideoPhone neowa, 
24 x CD. massive software bundle and a tat 
more. (A tat taster Than our 233-2 Rertum It 
233 Mhz processor based system.) 


1189 


£1397 


Plus VAT 

.08 

Inc. VAT 


• Intel Pentium* 200MHz 
Processor with MMX™ 
technology 

• 32Mb EDO HAM 

• 4.3Gb UltraATA hard disk 

• 56k voice/fax/modem 

• 24 Speed MAX CD-ROM 

• 3D Wavetabie sound 

• 4Mb SIS Graphics 

• 14' (or optional 15*) 

SVGA colour screen 

• PC'97 chipset ATX 
motherboard 

• IBM Gold speech 
recognition 

200M-2 HomePro 


• VideoPhone red eve 

• £1000 of software 
including Lotus 
SmartSuite 97 

• Free Printer (Med offer) 

PraduH code: 400-30-403 


999 


Plus VAT 


£1173 


•83 

Inc VAT 


BEST 

BUY 


Family PC 166M-2 


929 


Plus VAT 


1.58 

Inc VAT 


166M-2.32MM.3Gb.24x CD 
multtmecfe, massive software bundle 

FREE PRINTER 

{Imtad to Srst 2000 enters) 


BestBuy model only £85 +VAT =£9988 Extra 
with 64Mb RAM, faster IBM 6x88MX PR200 
processor with MMX Technology, additional 5 
games software and FREE higher spec dual Ccriridge printer. 
Pradud coda -tab 3CM09 

MediaX HomePro 

These models include Joystick, Microphone, larger premium 

speakers said 15 muffimetfia/ educational titles at onfy 

£89+ VAT= C11GJ33 Extra Product codes. 200M 40040456. ZOOM'S 4fflKHM5a 

AR our Computers are year 2000 compliant 


12 Months Interest Free Credit 

NO Deposit 
NO Payments 
NO Interest 


^ ^ i 

200-2 1 

Ultimate PC / 

Rertkxn H 36S2. 64Mb. f 
&4Gb. PCfV & Teletext, V 
56K modem. 4Mb ATI ' 

DVD graphics. 

Videophone reawe. 15’ r 
saeoiandatatmare * 

entiuirrll 

£ t 

545 

Plus VAT 

£1815.38 

Inc VAT 


42 UK Showrooms 


Time Showrooms within 
the superstores of 


Powerhouse 





Example: 200M HomePm MstSaX. Cash prica 
£993 +£39 +£25 delivery +VAT - £1319.53 
No Deposit No payments tor 12 months and 
then pay ihe total in Nwember 1S98. Loan is 
Interest free tffuflyrepffldwihinl 2 months. 
Finance also erasable over a period ol 3 
years a APB 23.9*. France is subject to 
status. Written detais erasable on request 




% 


APR 


2 Years Interest Free Credit 

Only with Exec Family modal 


Exec Famiy Model shewn above with 
15 extra software tttes, joystick, 
microphone, 5 games and Compass 

CD, £148 +VAT £17190 he VAT extra. 

Interest Free Example. Pay just C 13085 (KW) 

deposit and 24 monthly paymonB of MJL50 or 

£38J5d0po»safx324morttVypaymertsnf 

£29. Total price £929 +E148 +05 deGwy +VAT 

- 0294 85 - Cadi Pnca APHO* 


Win a PC for Christmas 

In our free Showroom competition 

See Showroom staff for details 

Visit your local Showroom or order direct on 

Freephone 0800 77 11 07 



AYLESBURY 

Cambrtdfla Close, 
Cambridge Ratal Park 

BANBURY 

2 Lockheed Close. 
Banbuy Retail Pak 

BASILDON 

Mayflowv Retafl Park, 
Arterial Road 

BRACKNELL 

Stampedes Lane 
Rated Park. 

The Peel Centre 

BRENTWOOD 

81/85 High Street 

BRISTOL 

Lysander Road, 
Patchway. 
Cribba Causeway 

CAMBRIDGE 

The Bee Hire Centre. 
CofcJftams Lana 

CANNOCK 

Orbital Retafl Centre 

CARDIFF BAY 

Ferry Road. 
Corfu Bay Retail Part 

CARDIFF 

Newport Road 
(Opens 18th Dec} 

CHIPPENHAM 

Hahaway Rated Park, 
Foundry Lane 

COVENTRY 

Gallagher RetaB Park. 
Stoney Sterton Road 

DAGENHAM 

Memetentte Retafl 
Park, Hippie Road 

DERBY 

TheKingsway 

RetadPark 

GUILDFORD 

Ladymead Retail Partu 

Europe Park Road 

HAYES 

Lombardy Retafl Park, 
Cold Harbour Law 


HEDGE END 

Hedge End Ratal 
Park. Tol Bar Way 
Southampton 

HUNTINGDON 

Huntingdon Retafl 
Park. St Peters Road 

IPSWICH 

SandVncB Rated Park. 
Ransom es Way 

KETTERING 

Kettering Retail Park. 
Carina Road 

LONDON 

Humphrey Street. 
Southwark 

NORTHAMPTON 

Riverside Ratal Park 

NORWICH 

Blackberry Cout, 
Swatbnar Road 

POOLE 

Manning Heath Ratal 
Park. Yarrow Road 

SLOUGH 

BdhRoed 

SOLIHULL 

Sears Retafl Park. 
Marshal Lake Road 

SOUTHAMPTON 

NiisSng Industrial 


STEVENAGE 

Roaring Meg 
Retail Park. 
Monks Wood Way 

STOKE 

Festival Park, Ebuna 

SWINDON 

Greenbrtdge Retail 
Park, Drakes Way 

TAMWORTH 

Venture Retail Centre. 
Bnerscotr 

WORCESTER 

Bgar Retail Park. 
Stackpole 



Time Powerhouse showoom in Stake 
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Other Time 
Showrooms 

BLACKBURN 

Whitebirk Trading 
Estate, Peel Centre 

NEWCASTLE 

MetroCentre, 

Red Quadrant, 

GLASGOW 

34-36 SauchiehaD 
Street 

HULL 

Ferensway 
(Now open) 

LEEDS 

Crown Point 
RetailPark 
(Now open) 

PRESTON 

The Capitol Centre, 
London Way 

SHEFFIELD 

Meadowhall 
Retail Park 
(Now open) 

TELFORD 

Telford Shopping 
Centre 

WATFORD 

Asda Shopping 
Centre, 

SL Albans Road 
All Showrooms open 

Sundays (except Brentwood) 
CwtaHMay opens soon 



Preston Showroom 
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The Bank of England has obtained injunctions against three 
alleged swindlers trading trader the name of First Merchant 
Bank. Robert Young, charged with fraud in August 1996 
after allegedly losing £16m in trades executed by a UBS 
subsidiary, is thought to be one of the three implicated in 
the latest scandal The Bank is currently investigating claims 
that Mr Young, together with Marish Chorbrzynski and 
Mark BuUen, posed as a bona fide bank employee in an 
attempt to defraud would-be investors. But Mr Young is 
also understood to be currently facing fraud charges relating 
to trades executed through Can trade Private Bank Switzer- 
land, a subsidiary of Swiss bank UBS, between 1988 and 
1993. 

Small business Bill launched 

Barbara Roche, the Small Firms Minister, announced a bill 
aimed at protecting small businesses against late payments. 
The Bill will give companies a statutory right to charge S per 
cent over base rate on the late payment of commercial debts. 
The Government had originally suggested interest be 
charged at 4 per cent over base rate. Announcing the Bill, 
Mrs Roche said: “Late payment hits small firms hardest; it 
s tifles growth, disrupts cashflow and ultimately hits profits. 
I believe that small firms should be given every opportuni- 
ty to benefit from the increased competitiveness that a healthy 
cashflow can bring.” 

UKTV appoints chief 

UKTV. the joint venture between BBC Worldwide and Flex- 
tech, has appointed Dick Emery chief executive. Mr Emery 
is presently chief executive of BBC Worldwide. UKTV con- 
sists of three new channels - UK Arena, UK Horizons and 
UK Style - which launched on cable at the beginning of last 
month. Two further sports and entertainment channels are 
due to start broadcasting next year. 

Daily Mail profits leap 

Daily Mail and General Trust, owner of the Daily Mail and 
The Mail on Sunday, yesterday reported profit before tax up 
68 per cent to £143.7m. Lower newsprint prices and higher 
advertising revenues contributed to the good figures, which 
encouraged many analysts to upgrade their forecasts for next 
year. Northdiffe Newspapers, DMGTs regional division, has 
been approached by Lord Hollick’s United News & Media 
about the purchase of United Provincial Newspapers. 
However, analysts say it is unlikely DMGT would buy the 
whole of UPN. and point out that there are few geographi- 
cal synergies between the two groups. Investment, page 24 

Brussels looks at Reed plan 

The European Commission said yesterday it had begun a full 
inquiiy into the proposed merger of the publishers Reed 
Elsevier and Wolters Kluwer, saying it feared for competi- 
tion in the British and Dutch legal publishing sectors. Reed 
and Walters unveiled a £17bn merger plan earlier in the year. 
The investigation by the EC could lead to the disposal of 
various titles in businesses where the two publishers are un- 
duly dominant. The news will come as a futher blow to Reed 
shareholders, who have been hit by the disclosure of irreg- 
ularities in its Travel Group circulation figures. 

Thomas the Tank set for US 

Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends will be shown across 
the US by Rupert Murdoch’s Fox Family Channel, follow- 
ing a deal with Britt AllcrofL Britt, which has the rights to 
Thomas, believes the move will make a big contribution to 
profits in 1999 and 2000. Shining Time Station and the Mag- 
ic Adventures of Mumfie will also be televised. Fox bas the 
option to extend the existing contract for two years for an 
additional significant licence fee. 


COMPANY RESULTS 




Turnover £ Pre-tax £ 

EPS 

Dividend 

AMs (F) 

72 . 88 m ( 90 . 42 m) 8 . 1 m ( 8 . 8 m) 

7 . 8 p ( 10.1 p) 

3 . 5 p ( 2 -Dp) 

n. i 


7 S 3 p( 0 S 9 p) 
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B. 4 p ( 7 , 0 p) 
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| Cwflbyride Pram (F) 

195 . 7 m ilBOan] 9 . 3 m ( 3 . 1 m) 

10 . 6 p ( 3 . 4 p) 

3 J 3 p ( 2 - 25 P) 

1 Daily HaflSGen itet (F> 1 JXbn (l.Obn) 143 . 7 m ( 85 . 5 m) 

82 . 4 pi 64 .ljj) 

a op (iwp) 

RettwHnofl) 

2 . 49 m ( 2 . 13 m) 0 . 144 m (0 072 m) 

1 Sp( 0 ^p) 

0 . 75 p (Dip) 

Haney HetateO) 

6 Q. 94 m ( 49 . 18 m) 6 . 1 m ( 5 . 5 m) 
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HBSSnttfn 
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Abbey National breaks through Asian gloom 


TAKING STOCK 


DEREK PAIN 


Asian turmoil returned to 
haunt the stock market At 
one time Footsie was down 
131.1 points; it ended off 94.8 
at 5 . 035 . 9 . 

Supporting shares, which 
have sadly under performed 
iheir peers this year, had a much 
more relaxed time as the spot* 
light concentrated on blue chips 
with For Eastern exposure. 

So HSBC fell S 4 p to l, 536 p 
and the Standard Chartered 
banking group 27 p to 698 p. 

The market, however, re- 
mained receptive to old fash- 
ioned, unadorned take over 
rumours. Not surprisingly the 
latest escapade featured two fi- 
nancial high flyers. Abbey Na- 
tional 3 nd General Accident 

Of the handful of Hue chips 
to record plus signs Abbey led 
the way with a 22 p gain to a 
l,Q 35 p peak and GenAcc trot- 
ted behind, up 16 Sp to l,G 54 p, 
a shade below its all-time high. 


Rumours, as even the most 
casual observer of financial 
shares must be aware, have 
swirled around for much of this 
year. The Merrill Lynch Strike 
at Mercury Asset Manage- 
ment, the investment banking 
retreats of Barclays and Na- 
tional Westminster Bank and 
the Swiss roll of UBS and Swiss 
Bank Corporation are merely 
the latest examples of the dra- 
matic upheaval which is trans- 
fonning the investment scene. 

The former building soci- 
eties are flushed with cash. 
Abbey, the first to become a 
bank, has demonstrated the rich 
benefits available jErom con- 
version and with its shares rid- 
ing at a record level must feel 
it has the muscle power for a 
strike at a major quoted group. 

Insurance would represent 
an intriguing expansion and 
GenAcc an ideal target. 

Abbey has made no secret 


of its burning ambition to use 
its market dout - it is capitalised 
at around £l- 4 _ 5 bn - and has 
even looked in the direction of 
NaiWesL 

The Abbey display was 
helped by positive comments 
from Merrill Lynch, which is 
thought to have sharply in- 
creased its profit estimates, 
and SBC Warburg. 

The Asda/Safeway story 
took a breather with Asda off 
25 p to I 73 pand Safeway 10 _ 5 p 
to 344 . 5 p. In general retailers 
had another poor session as 
Christmas trading worries con- 
tinued to hit sentiment. 

Cairo Energy, the ofl and 
explorer, was one to buck the 
market trend. The shares 
flared 1 i 5 p to 497 Jp as hopes 
about the eventual Bangladesh 
concession continue to flow. In 
the meantime the market bad 
an encouraging drilling report 
to dwell on and positive com- 


ments on prospects from Mer- 
rill. But Enterprise OH tumbled 
253p to 582.5p. Technical 


of drilling at its Italian Monte 
Foi field and worries about the 
crude price did the damage. 
Lasmo lost 10 . 75 p to 261 25 p. 

Rail track remained on the 
down line, off a further 53 p to 
943 p following the regulator's 
threatened review. 


Share spotlight 


share price, pence 
301 


fiscal 

Electronic 



D J FMAMJ J ASOND 


Orange, the mobfie tele- 
phone group, felt the impact 
of Societe GeneraJe Strauss 
Turnbull 

sell advice, falling lOp to 
250p. RacaJ Electronic rose 
I4p to 2345 p as chairman Sir 
Ernest Harrison plucked his 
third demerger out of the 
hat. He intends to float 
Racal’s remaining telecoms 
operations and sell its loss- 
making data products side. 

The telephony share sale 
will follow similar exercises 
featuring Vodafone and 
Chubb Security (now owned 
by Williams). 

RJB Mining gave up half 
of Wednesday Tony Blair in- 
spired rise, ending at 250 p, 
and Christie's International, 
the floe art auctioneer, sur- 
rendered 14 p of the take over 
fuelled advance to end at 
292 p. 

Take over action among 


the market’s under card play- 
ers created interest ILP, a 
pack ag ing group, rose 5.5p to 
29.5p on a bid approach and 
electronics group Plasmac 
rose 40p to 225p on the 
agreed £llm offer from Arlen 
at 23Qp a share. 

Tfrlk? about a passible bid 
for engineer Triplex Lloyd 
provided a 34 p uplift to 
263 _ 5 p. After hours Armour 
TrusL, the car accessories 
group, said bid talks bad 
ended; the shares, 21 p, wfll gp 
lower today. 

Newcomer the Autologic 
transport group motored to 
264 . 5 p from a 250 p placing. 
The Sytner garages chain end- 
ed at 23 l- 5 p against a 230 p 
placing. Bovis Homes, which 
arrived on Wednesday at 
200 p. fell to 1883 p in a house 
building sector weighed down 
by worries that the house 
price spiral was over. 


General Industries, sold at 25p 
a share, is dne to appear on 
AIM today. Headed by Richard 
Wollenberg, who runs Cardiff 
Property, it is the latest start- 
up aiming to offer support to 
i^-aDd-a>mii^ companies. The 
four directors have 31 per cent 
of the capital and fund m anager 
Jupiter Asset Management has 

taken a IS per cant stake. 


Industrial Control Services 
jumped 8p to 49p as the Tkevor 
Wheatley inspired revamp got 
underway. The shares were 
14&5p in September, before 
estimated half year losses of 
£27m became apparent. There 
are hopes of profits in the sec- 
ond half year. To help stabilise 
the company shares are being 
sold at3()p to raise £324m. Mr 
Wheatley, former head of Con- 
trol Ihchniqnes, becomes chair- 
man, investing £15 bl 
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Daily Mail & General Trust: At a glance 

Market value; £18.8bn, share price (A) £18.75 (+67.5p) 

ilfl*; 1996 1997 

■fbmover (£hn) 

Earrings per share (p; 
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Daily Mail reaps 
its rewards 

Lord Ro therm ere has been pouring 
money into the Daily Mail and The Mail 
on Sunday at the expense of Lord Hoi- 
lick’s rival Express newspapers for 
such a long time, that it is high rime 
he started reaping the rewards. 

Yesterday, there were rewards aplen- 
ty for all investors, with pre-tax profit 
for the year to September ahead 68 per 
cent to £1 43.7m. That inspired virtual- 
ly every analyst in town to upgrade their 
forecasts. The price of the company’s 
A shares - not controlled by Lord 
Rothermere - rose 67 Jp to 1875p. 

Newspapers were the main impetus 
for growth. Newsprint prices fell IS per 
cent on average and advertising rev- 
enues across the two national papers 
and the Evening Standard rose 12 per 
cent Much of the advertising growth 
came from yield - extracting more 
money per ad - enabling the compa- 
ny to squeeze the maximum cash out 
of advertisers without having to spend 
more on extra pages. 

Northdiffe Newspapers, the regional 
paper division, also had a good year and, 
like the nationals, mana g«ri to improve 
circulations. Advertising revenues were 
also ahead 13 per cent MucbofNorth- 
cliffe’s future performance depends on 
whether h responds to United News & 
Media's approaches about the sale of Lord 
Hollick’s regional titles. United Provin- 
ce/ Newspapers. Such a move could prove 
risky and expensive. However, buying the 
whole ofUPN looks unlikely given a lack 
of synergies between the two companies. 

Apart from Euromonev Publica- 
tions, the specialist magazines and con- 
ference business which announced 
record results earlier in the year, 
DMGl 's other divisions have a slightly 
less certain future. 

DMG Radio has run up against the 
regulators in the UK so far. While its 
tie up with Chris Evans to bid for the 
North West radio franchise could lead 
to further involvement with the DJ- 
turned-radio magnate, further oppor- 
tunities in UK radio look scarce. 
However, DMG Radio has approached 
the Radio Authority about buying a fur- 
ther 14 per cent of in Essex Radio, if 
approved, the move would lead to a 
takeover, as DMG already owns 27 per 
cent of the group. It is also flirting 
somewhat dangerously with television 


via its local cable venture, Channel One. 

Teather & Greenwood forecasts 
£168m next year. That would leave the 
company on a forward p/e ratio of 17.8, 
a 12 percent premium to the market. 
Not cheap, but still worth tucking 
away in the medium term. 

Atkins deserves 
a higher rating 

WS Atkins must wonder wbat it is do- 
ing wrong. In the past, the group has 
produced compound earnings growth 
of about 25 per cent a year. It operates 
in the fast-growing areas of outsourc- 
ing and facilities management - run- 
ning prisons, managing road building 
programmes for example. 

The company has£74m of net cash 
on its balance sheet - less than half of 
which belongs to its customers. Yet 
compared to more established peers 
such as Serco, Atkins’ shares are on a 
pitifully low rating. 


True, Atkins hasn't been around as 
long as Serco. It is also less exposed to 
outsourcing than its larger rival, rely- 
ing on that area for about 50 per cent 
of its revenues. And Atkins share- 
holders have not done badly - ihey are 
sitting on a 66 per cent profit from last 
year's flotation price of 215p. The 
shares put on another 7 .5p to 357.5p 
yesterday. 

Nevertheless, on the evidence of its 
interim figures, Atkins deserves better. 
The 31 per cent jump in operating prof- 
its to £8.4m. achieved on a 14 per cent 
rise in turnover, was almost entirety the 
result of organic growth. 

Atkins still relies on the public sec- 
tor for about half its revenues. Bui the 
private element is growing faster, as is 
the proportion of sales from overseas, 
which grew by 19 per cent despite the 
impact of the stronger pound Chief ex- 
ecutive Michael Jeffries is targeting 
South East Asia and the US - where 
Atkins is hoping to cash on its oil in- 
dustry expertise- as growth areas. 

He claims the recent dearth of deals 
is the result of prudence rather than lack 


of activity, ami argues that Atkins has 
plenty of good idea*; for its spare cash. 
Brokers are forecasting full year prof- 
its of £20m, pulling the shares on a for- 
ward p/e ratio of just 18. Given Atkins' 
track record and growth prospects, a re- 
rating looks overdue. Cheap. 

Disaster at 
Harvey Nichols 

Absolutely disastrous. That’s the ver- 
dict on Harvey Nichols' share price 
since its unfortunate investors were per- 
suaded to buy into its over- hyped and 
over-priced flotation. The fashion 
store beloved of ab-fab Kntghtsbridgc 
ladies was launched at 270p in April 
last year to much puff. 

The shares soared to over 370p - 
putting them on a ridiculous rating of 
almost 40 times earnings - before de- 
flating as investors started to worry 
about the group’s expansion plans. 
When they fail, go-go stocks fall hard. 

Yesterday’s news of just 3 per cent 
sales growth in the first nine weeks of 
the second half, sent Harvey Nicks' share 
price crashing 23_5p to !93p. Though the 
group refuses to split out the relative 
contributions of its two shops, growth 
at its flagship Knightsbridgc store ap- 
pears to be slowing. The strong pound 
put off overseas shoppers, which account 
for around a fifth of its sales. 

Thai together with a general lull in 
trading as a result of uncertainties dur- 
ing the general election and the death 
of Princess Diana, led to the compa- 
ny to slash prices of some summer 
stock lines by almost half to dear the 
backlog. 

There is likely to he more discount- 
ing this January given the mild autumn, 
great for shoppers but not for margins, 
already under pressure from higher in- 
vestment in the new Leeds store. True 
some of that should he offset by con- 
tinuing strong contribution from the 
higher margin Oxo Tower restaurant di- 
vision and better profits from Leeds as 
the product mix improves. 

However, when Harvey Nicks goes 
ahead with its second store opening, 
probably in Newcastle or Edinburgh, 
costs will rise again. Broker UBS fore- 
casts £ 13.5m profits for the full year. 
A rating of 12 times may look cheap 
compared to a market on 1 7 times, but 
is reasonable for the sector. Hold. 
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Sky staff have received an unexpected Christ- 
mas e-mail from the company concerning the 
recent decision by TelewesL the cable oper- 
ator, to drop Sky’s History Channel from its 
line-up. It is being replaced with a number of 
other channels, including the new BBC chan- 
nels, “none of which offer a service dedicat- 
ed to historical programming, or provide the 
educational value that The Hisloiy Channel 
does”, says the memo. 

Sky continues: “It is important that all Sky 
staff who subscribe to Telewest call their local 
Telewest operator and demand, that 'Hie 
History Channel be retained on their service. 
“Please also encourage any friends/family 
whom you know to be Telewest customers to 
do the same." 

The memo then lists 14 Telewest customer 
service phone numbers, and concludes; 
“Please delete after noting down the relevant 
numbers. Thank you." 

Poor old Denis Cassidy. The chairman of 
Liberty was already facing rebellion yesterday 
by the Siewart-Uberty family at the London 
store's egra. Mr Cassidy also had to deal with 
some highly eccentric questioning from the 
floor. 

As soon as Mr Cassidy asked for questions 
from the couple of hundred Liberty share- 
holders gathered at the Institute of Actuar- 
ies in Holbom. a white-haired man in the 
second row popped up and mumbled some- 
thing incomprehensible. 

Mr Cassidy said he couldn't understand 
the question, at which the shareholder 
raised his voice: "Are the board a deficient 
number, an excessive number or a perfect 
number?" 

A visibly nonplussed Mr Cassidy gamely 
replied; “There is no answer I can give you 
but that the number of directors is five." 

To which our mystery shareholder declared: 
“If you divide by three and you get two. then 


♦ is These arc infinite numbers that ■ 

'° U S h mleof the universe.” A bemused 
ire the rule ot ot her matters, un- 

meeting f e i t the need to comment 

Andrew Garet/s 
jpon the nnan nany was investing--- 

re TeWWte-haired One said: -MrGareW; 
, converse tat it is inverse, reverse, 

S^^ofU.ishssU.tawiU. 

Ltae future of Liberty is unclear. 

Apologies for the following lastd^s jokes' 
^J^ntly doing the rounds of the City wne 
SJ^What does UBS siand for? \ou ve been 
a cked How about SBC? Sacked before 
Christmas. A heartless place, the Square Mile. 

Church & Co, the posh men's shoe company 
tased in Northampton, said yesterday that 
John Church is stepping aside as joint 
managing director next year, but will remain 
executive chairman. 

Iain Kennedy, who became joint manag- 
ing director with John Church when the 
previous chairman. Ian Church retired six 
(tears ago, will take the new role of chief 

Executive. , . . 

John Church is the fourth generation of 
Church’s to run the company since it was 
founded in 1873. “We were intending to split 
the roles. I’m 61 now. but I'm not in the market 
for retiring. I still intend to work - that's what 
executive’ means," 1 he tells me. 

Church’s shoes are a virtual part of the 
City’s wort uniform, being too expensive for 
most mere mortals but not as w all el - 
damaging as getting your shoes individual- 
ly made for you. 

John Church agrees that “our shopper is 
reiy much a City man". He also says that wfafle 
the family connection is useful in marketing 
terms, especially in the Far East, “wc re not 
in the nepotism game". 

There are 1,750 employees in the compa- 
ny, he says, three of which are Church's; 
tiimself, his son and a younger cousin. 



v we don’t let Churches near the company 


Granada has appointed a former president of 
Hertz International to run its Forte Hotels 
division. Antoine Can will join the hotels 
operation as chief executive in January, 
having worked for the hire-car company in 
France, Italy and the UK. 

Mr Cau says: “There are many similarities 
between Forte and the customer-focused 
businesses I have led in my career to date." 


Foreign Exchange Rates 



Starting 



Country 

• Spot 

1 month 

3 month 

UK 

10000 



Austria 

2-4844 

1^ 

24760 

Austria 

20560 


20463 

BelgliiTi 

60231 


5&6S0 

Carrada 

23644 


23451 

1 > rT7i T Ti!^^K 



sj j 

ECU 

KtUvfl 

14757 


Finland 

83088 



Francs 


9753 

B685 

Germany 

23211 

29136 

28934 

Greece 

45943 

46397 

Kti<rul 

Hong Kong 

12842 

12876 

0545 

Ireland 

11304 


1054 

Italy 

28603 

pump 

28457 

Japan 

2m 

2053 

2029 

MalaySH 

B24B1 

62355 


Mexico 

13577 



Netherlands 

32901 

32845 

32687 

New Zealand 

£77» 

27693 

27559 

Norway 

naoa 

TV876 

11795 

Portugal 

SauoAratxa 

t i -m 

29794 

6284 

29643 

61931 

IXSL 

27083 

au53 

l^i 

27117 

82744 

Span 

24717 


24648 

Sweden 

12.796 

0.773 


Switzariand 

23640 

23534 


US 





Other Spot Rates 


Dollar 



D-Mark 

Spot 

1 month 

3 month 

Spot 

08034 


06060 

rml 

14991 


15005 

l.vicr.cl 

0407 


0400 

L- 1 

36345 


36148 

pntgm 

14268 



08094 

6705 



38082 


■TTvvl 


08093 

53155 

53035 

52048 

K - J 

F'T'L ■ 

58895 

58890 

33482 

1762 7 

17583 

17534 

■l ■■■J 

27723 


20498 

15728 

7W85 

77750 

7B445 

43965 

14660 

14657 

14663 

B‘ T ' irB 

17260 

17264 

17269 


wmm 

0657 




37553 

Eiml 


6030 



46481 

15854 

19633 

15796 

1063 

05977 



03391 

wzzm 


71479 


18005 

17951 

T7964 

■ ■sn 


37513 

37530 

2070 

16343 

18360 

18433 

05272 

48970 

45408 

50143 

27782 



14677 

B46T7 

772B 


76995 

43808 

142 85 

142T1 

VMM 

08093 




05673 


Country 

Starting 

Dollar 

Country 

Sterling 

Dollar 

Argenttna 

18572 

10000 

Oman 

06380 

03850 

Brad 

1847* 

1TM8 

Pakistan 

72517 

44000 

China 

0721 

82796 

PhSpines 

60902 

36750 

Czech Rep 

57887 

34.798 

Poland 

56708 

35425 

Egypt 

56373 

34017 

Qatar 

80330 

36405 

Ghana 

37154 

23420 

Russia 

98355 

58350 

Hungary 

33349 

20124 

South Korea 

Z7919 

168470 

tnefia 

65360 

38440 

Totwen 

S268S 

31500 

Indonesia 

M63.7 

45050 

Thatend 

71384 

43075 

Kuwait 

05056 

03051 

Turkey 

329799 

«90D 

Nigeria 

0843 

77500 

UAE 

80861 

36725 


Interest Rates 


UK 


Germany 

US 

Japan 


Base 

725% 

Discount 

250% Prtne 

aso% Docourt 

050% 

Ranee 


Lombard 

450% Discount 

500% Beigium 


WervenUon 

330% 

Canada 

Fed FUnds 

550% Discount 

275% 

Italy 


Prime 

550% Spain 

Central 

330% 

Dlscouit 

825% 

Discount 

400% 10-dRepo 

500% Switzerland 


Netherlands 

Denmark 

Sweden 

Discount 

100% 

SpAdvanco 

330% 

Discount 

350% Ftepo(ree) 

410% Lombard 

300% 


Bond Yields 









Country 3trth 

_da. 

DEL 

<*9 

UL 

chg 

5jfL_ 

-#3L 

10 yr 

**9 

Australia _ 

ooo 

4S9 

-002 

536 

■002 

594 

002 

625 

-0 07 

Belgpun 363 

-003 

450 

-002 

4ffi 

■on 

494 

008 

547 

005 

Canada 366 

006 

473 

008 

493 

ooa 

544 

004 

579 

004 

ECU 450 

000 

469 

000 

453 

4108 

504 

009 

544 

009 

Ranee 000 

000 

382 

-006 

436 

•007 

484 

050 

531 

-008 

Germany 378 

000 

410 

OOO 

431 

000 

493 

OtJ 

532 

007 

Italy 579 

-009 

534 

-001 

514 

•006 

537 

008 

578 

007 

Japan 035 

006 

(W0 

001 

053 

OOO 

115 

002 

192 

003 

Nlands 373 

-QOI 

408 

-002 

427 

-ooa 

492 

009 

529 

007 

Span 478 

003 

458 

-001 

466 

■004 

512 

007 

563 

008 

Swadan 441 

003 

492 

-006 

509 

050 

577 

013 

605 

on 

Stand 169 

-013 

194 

-007 

170 

■ooa 

260 

-ooa 

342 

-005 

UK 700 

000 

7B1 

-001 

688 

008 

857 

on 

629 

OTO 

US 502 

-002 

516 

-004 

565 

006 

576 

005 

582 

ooo 

Money Market Rates 








Ovenioht 

1 week 

1 month 

3 months 6 months 

lyear 


Hd 

Otter 

Bid Otter 

Sti 

enter 

Bd Offer Bid 

Offer 

Bd Offer 

Treasury Bfe 




718 

700 

715 700 




LB0R 










Domestic Depos 

753 

759 

733 72 

74J 

747 

759 766 

766 

m 

769 775 

Eurosfciiig Deps 

759 

725 

759 731 

747 

753 

783 789 

7B9 

775 

r 72 77ti 

Sgta Bank Bfe 




721 

753 

730 722 

740 

733 


Stertog CDs 




744 

738 

762 754 

768 

762 

70S 782 

Eurodolai CDs 




566 


583 

583 



ECU Deposits 




431 

444 

438 450 

447 

459 



wwwdjloomberg.com soufee: Bloomberg 


Liffe Financial Futures 

Contract Settlement 

High 

Low 

Eat. Boor 
vatu me 

Open 

Interest 

Long Gil 

Dec-97 

12088 

12094 

12028 

6TG 

28235 

German Bind 

Dec-97 

10434 

10438 

0388 

*30975 

257320 

US Long Bond 

Dec-97 

11925 


_ 

„ 

_ 

fiafon Bond 

Dec-97 

TB30 

116 31 

11475 

44472 

10548 

Japan Govt Bd 

Dec-B7 

W1W 

13013 

12995 

1096 

_ 

3 Mth Storing 

Dec-97 

8231 

9231 

9229 

9608 

14064 


Mar-96 

9235 

QT-'g 

9230 

15701 

03687 

3 Mth EwomarK Dec-87 

9625 

9625 

9623 

42*77 

232630 


Mar-98 

96B 

966 

9609 

78712 

341709 

3 Mth Eurrira 

Dec-97 

9391 

9391 

9359 

1865 

90773 


Mar-98 

9477 

9478 

9470 


136281 

3 Mth Euroyen 

Dec-97 

9909 



_ 

_ 

3 Mth Eurrewtes Dec-97 

9829 

9830 

9826 

4553 

5044 


Mar-98 

9820 

9634 

9816 

12482 

54601 

3 Mth ECU 

Dec-97 

9550 

9550 

9547 

581 

8216 


Mar-98 

9545 

9545 

9541 

592 

7071 

FTSE VO 

Dec-97 

504000 

509000 

503000 

11426 

46386 


Liffe FTSE 100 Index Option 

SoHlaiMiA Price: 503590 





Dec 


Jw> 


F* 


Series 

Cell IrrnVol Put ImpVbl 

cun 

Pul 

CMS 

Put 

Csfl 

Put 

4950 

338 25 

202 25 

M2 

50 

228 

118 

301 

167 

5000 

305 34 

221 34 

105 

65 

197 

139 

269 

187 

5050 

273 23 

340 34 

76 

87 

188 

«a 

236 

207 

500 

341 82 

260 23 

52 

TW 

137 

182 

205 

228 


Energy •RSdopm 


Brent Cmde(S/bsnel}Ga8 oil(S/tonne) WTI Ciudafflbanral) Products (ytonne) 


IPE 

Last* 

ET1 

VM 

PE 

Owe Chg 

Vol 

NYM 

Last* 

Chq 

SpotdFNWEur 

Jsn 

rr*s 

003 

11771 

Dec 

WOT 000 

8865 

Jan 

WH 

-am 

GaaWwSS 

0300 

Fed 

1757 

004 

0828 

Jan 

6475 -075 

11758 

Feb 

«40 

•001 

Naphtha 

17350 

Mar 

1783 

004 

7727 

Feb 

6000 -LOO 

2297 

Mar 

B60 

-0C1 

Gaaoi 

6300 








to* 

678 

002 

Fuel 03 D5M 

8900 


Commodity Indices Goldman Sachs « KJOpfn 



Base date 

Last 

Chg 

%chg 

31 Dec 

%chgYTD 

index 

*970=100 

1970=100 

1983=9X1 

1977=100 

1970=100 

1973=100 

B194 

23897 

65.6 

10X83 

17807 

30344 

•106 

-2.74 

-015 

013 

-051 

■373 

■U5B 

■113 

-023 

000 

-329 

-096 

21526 

23123 

8586 

16379 

19103 

46354 

■1548 

335 

■2407 

-412 

■378 

-1728 

Agricultural 

a* 

Livestock 

Free Metals 


Industrial Metals 


LME (SAonne) 

Cash 

Chg 

3 month 

Chg 

LMitocIa Chg 

AkmwwjmHG 

1543 

1544 

-5500 

15655 

1566 

-» 

646050 

■3350 

AkntounABoy 

1410 

1420 

000 

1430 

1440 

0 

4278) 

-180 

Capper A 

1782 

1783 

-500 

1610 

«n 

-7 

339725 

-2275 

Lead 

5105 

5115 

-700 

526 

527 

-8 

114750 

-600 

NUal 

6135 

6M5 

7000 

6230 

6235 

65 

66318 

-54 

Tm 

5475 

5480 

-moo 

5385 

5360 

0 

9650 

3W 

Znc 

teas 

11295 

350 

TM9 

ISO 

25 

492200 

■750 


Precious Metals 


pin ttxfS per ox 


/9‘Yfearta 


pm fix/E per at 


Day -a 'fear s 
<*8 


Coins (S) 


Year's 

chg 


Pfatfmm 36200-075 -750 Ptathutn 2B45 -965 -460 Kiugfcmfc 28425 -8460 

Pafedun 20500 -275 8500 Paladun 123.70 -240 9175 Sava 6681 

Star 605 021 119 Star 386 012 072 Ptottes 36205 

Gold 28480 -150 -8345 Maple Leal 29825 -8255 


Agricultural 


*atfc30pfn 


Cocoa 
LFFE EJtore 
Decs? TO1M 
Marts 112100 
May96 03900 
Vbi: 17371 

White Sugar* 
LFFE Stare 
DK97 30800 
Mar98 30550 
May98 31170 
Yob 4010 


Coflee 
LFFE Stans 
Nw97 167200 
Jor98 181700 
Mai98 180500 
Vofc 5GS5 

Freight 
UFFE SWkpl 
Nov97 177100 
0®C87 trooo 
JanBB 130000 
Vtot 140 


Barley 
UFFE Ctame 
NOV97 8325 
Jan06 7560 
MarflO 7840 
Wot 74 

Wheat 
LFFE Stan 
NovS7 8530 
Ja 0S8 8275 

Marts 8500 
VoL- 182 


Potatoes 
LFFE Etana 
Nav97 6080 
WtarW 87D0 
AprSB 10950 
Vtot 33 

Corn* 

CBOT Centa/hsH 
D*C97 26725 
MH89 27825 
May98 26575 
Vbk 144130 


Lge Potatoes 



Nov97 

72600 

AprSB 

70100 

Jui96 

70200 

Vol- 

157140 

Soya Beans* 

COOT 

3/5kbsrts 

Nov97 

2300 

Jan 96 

2700 

MaS8 

29fl0 

Vol: 

342 


Other Softs 


at fcJOpm 


Fab Live Cattle (CUE) S/40L Kj 8730 
Fob Port* BeDfes (CME) S/40k b 5800 
Jan Orange June (CTN) $J 15k b 8300 
Dec Mfc (CSC) S/50k b 1220 

Mar Oats (C6T) S/5k bsh 15050 
Mar Rax (WCE) S/20 tn 35000 


DecWhrtfiMasta (SAF) SnOQ mt 96500 
Dec Ribbw (TCM) 'll 5k kg 7B60 

Mar Cotton iCTNj S/50fe to 6840 

Dec Crude Palm (KLC) S/25 In tt8800 
Jan Soya Ofl ICBT1 S/MMb 04.75 
Dec Wooten Yam (TCM) S/500kg 12S500 


Latest Unit Trust Prices 


Buy «a 


fey YU 













E- ;I; i| 

|ifi >■ 


p */»,'■ 





■rrrrj 







■ -y rl 

■ »Y/- »l 




B' 1* i*l 




■ 



■ ; V V-.tl 




B -J 1 1 




B-f:l 









ML i' -.1 

Ikr-ri 


(E 1 *1 

Kr; v,.| 








B-.7i 

|«j; 




hTTr 






|'/l r| 

| i| 








f-v'.’.l 




I-IM 



fc.V-1 




Bl-I .| 

M -’A I- ‘1 




■ »1 



■'f gTr %1 








g : ; j 



I. 

■ .17 1 



I' v — 




: ' i : r-i i J**, - P ® J 


[-V :V. '1 


xsax^ife 




A J . ujWO C HgmjmntmBMO 789505 
DuSaeOffl tSS SOB 
BamonFtad 1000 T 22 J 0 lux 

EknQowth meo 23SX 

Bwton FUnq Htfed chop* s par cant 
Ein feowth mel charge 625 per cem 
KM Samuel EftCfnpc Umfarela Thwt 
EurapMn Me asfisa 27750 msx 

JaanMe KKJ 33B5 raw 

fWhtonvttc 32290 33580 0S29C 

PaottAee 4733 50S8 2 4SX 

UKfi**yte 37530 38280 23SC 

UOmfcCoite 16790 17860 2.14X 

Legal 6 Cencral JUrnaaagare) Lid 
Xnw Coerfc B nubn Place 
C-nHTCF? ITL 

Enqi 0R22 448472. Dealing: 0032 611512 
haps wia wJ egaleai»f BP araUBj6i 


Cta 

Equity Me 

EqaiyDsm 

Equtvtncem 

Eurepeoi 

taonMac 

FarEanan 

FhadM 

On 

Oewaowm 

MM 

Japan Mn 

Japanese 

NKiAnwrtean 

PaeAeOwVi 


G267 6257 658X 

C3<60 S3400 264 
7SSS0 7S50 204 

i»an mrx 1 ta 

17580 17580 035 

11230 11220 102 

earn bwo ooo 

5851 5851 731 X 

9836 9636 S97X 

8181 8181 0« 
<889 4M8 tar 

gg 258 ? ODD 
S3Z7 51 ZT 000X 
289*0 269*0 000 
7M5 TB» OK 


Funs 

Paafletadar 
UK hem 
IK IndBK ta 
UKHacoimy 
IK SmS Cos 


Sal 


Buy TU 


Buy W 


3270 3230 3SX 

MU 9453 2SBX 

UUW 9 BOV 

BS90 13590 146X 

WQ30 0030 IS 


NmikSmud Hovre.Ouihjm 


Kent , HB4 4)9 

B3M00, 


M634SJ4H3 

53270 UQk 
DBOO C9600 IU 


fend 

Gorman Gwtfi 
OmneiGaiMoc 
QWiPUo 
QMtti PtatoAce 
rtrfl N 

JVireacc 
he Pttto 
hcPWtaXec 


SB fey YU 


Ac Bloom A 


.to; w c dun r |usr 


Japan Qwih 
Japan Own Atx 
Uosaalhoa 
UasWIhm Acc 


make hisrorv every elav 




; r- 1 r e 


% 


C740 17830 000 

17550 W4KJ 000 
76070 Bfi.70 037 
80750 esM 057 

xsaao TTZBo max 

13(00 «H«1 67B 

EMV 7172D 387 

79Qn 64060 387 

6SI50 73570 3<S3 

sirum 21B4O0 xrw 
*86 7964 ODO 

7512 7092 000 

7832 8120 l» 

B968 9541 Ifl 

n8«0 32600 193 

rumSmCoSnecMB 23560 25Q70 ore 

NAmfeiCoarUehe 23060 34560 are 

NhAmgr&Qan 31770 33SdO 000 

MMitnrfiGenAec 36770 39120 OOO 

POOte BaJ*i 10660 17730 060 

ftodncBoseiMe 17760 rare ore 

Pienaar Eaamp* SBS0 20730 282 

Safaj Pna meo oon ire 

&i*C04&Bnry 63830 584 go 

araCosARecAcc >5330 79260 208 

IK Buy he «130 rTire 3*3 

UX&MYGwih 7D260 21560 226 

UK GraMh 0990 13820 160 

JK Owitl Acc 16580 17640 1613 

WadJeGwei 39690 42230 0407 

WMEMhrmAcc 58780 62520 040 

Nawton Fund Ma ma e r * Ltd 
2 Festival Square, Edinburgh EK3 9SU 


Yes, BLOOMBERG is the leaamg^yscem for - 
historical financial analysis 5uc imagine what you could unleash ^ 

with die real-ome pov^er of the BLOOMBERG.service 

Up-to-thc -minute. Functionality to lead you to moreyn^rme'd A 
decisions. From the one system that lias the Doweraand ^ 
resources to keep you on top of the world's marked 

Bloomberg 


UK SedtUartwAcc 
UK TtaJcjl 
U3hvtt> 


V«rtMlA« 


641 

9124 

8307 

1020 

moo 

mre 


fey «a ftaia 


Map** ®“k Unit TWw Man^ert Lirf 


8324 D7QX 
8307 S20X 
«a 089X 
moo usx 
nun it?x 


CcnUEurOMitiAcc 

CorfEurpaCwth 
Ena ne 
Em me See 
P1EEID0 
FTEEHDAk 


fiol 

Bur VB 

rare 

two 

000 

942B 

9823 

anox 

sssre 

ShflO 

MOT 

ni5w 

more 

440 

earn 

ttSJD 

1» 

•sere 

PKfiO 

ISO 


Anwtem Gwm tae 66 is 7037 ore 

Amjncan Garth he 0564 6982 nnw 

J*? 9 . C4.Q £27 

cSte * 7294 

M 29 5029 

SSSSSf 0481 2j3n 

7637 ore 

S^ ori 0773 0587 157 

2680 27994 i W 

2«78 3691 IflO 

WO 18529 180 

S22L*. «57 17730 ISO 

^Whewm 4130 4391 *91 

3450 38718 28Q 

MQm«n 13234 1407,5 * 36 * 

4417 4693 000 

23BS £534 nno 

«aaa H682 os 

Regret Centra Gotten 

s s? 2 % as 

^■49 HS»rd MB, llferd. Earn, IGI jni 
ffA Dednn M45 oS«; IDL 

63® B35500 

W27 10177 02SX 


Find 

Cadi Ham Acc 
Dbofeuinn Act 

DttWuntcnhc 

Ecyay 
EqMylK 
Etacpeon 
OobalGnmih 
Hgh Income 
M GlOwlI. 
kif Soul Cos 


Sd 


fev W 


Mnagm 
Managed he 
Nth Amencan 
Paste tans 
Pieiraw Inc 
SmaICco 
Special Sfe 

UKGrowm 


<2605 12596 625 

0929 14434 4457 

TO12C POM 487 
W476 10272 187 

W36S 0027 3B4X 
340 £H 35237 054K 

1Q84 12323 155 

0586 1064 454X 

23035 2*500 099 

■9554 10164 094 

1063 11796 000 

4866 5042 136 

M« 5186 7J1X 
3M60 32549 Q87X 

8189 6*55 189 

»53 S2. 59 5=4 

raw 0421 156X 

“829 0776 169 

*048 19136 186 


Sjtm IL rrosper Scajaltlfs Ltd 

RMI w 

B»nfcorfln*a M0Q 727 770 

tow 5n* Cos 17820 18740 ore 

0046 6434 024 

™ ™ 

EifM 3788 053 

X 

m~ ssf 

Crewth jw 0D ° 

txr 9 H ® « 

rru *ba 

Japan Gmatn ^ ^ 

Japan s«t* rjw if 4 ? 0 000 

La^4nw« '^6 ere MO* 

MBMWund Sj® 

tan Europe IHS 7186 oasx 

Prenaw Bay ^ 000 

SE Aala Gnih *“1® l* 

Southern 034 

I* 8 Ofeaa 4660 122 

UKBntyhe 34130 a7 ° 

ukSS&i^ S* 

UKSntCos 

USQranh «« MO 

2^90 3073Q 000 

FK 9 4 ZD 


aroaiih jzsl ' 


WvSa^i^^, <»«) ore 

'tettlFiBcwnCap <ua ) 0» 

WwMtf’nwmnc 000 

— K s S 


flaw 

Corpcaaw hcoms 

09.jtKt*njrt. Flas 

European 
foodul Raw - 
Gfcbal Bono 
awasBnani Trua 
R«e«rwe Bci Up R*i 
Sairaaej 
Startng feserve 
T» Pan 

LKEmerg LeaUm 

UKEqurty Income 

Uh Growth 
Singer ■> Friedlan 
Canflnant 
fesbal Garth PS» 
m'»*rn4TniStf s tato 
Luqano 
ttonaged Ee 
Pieleired he 

SmC Cos 1 _ 

Standard LH a Unit Trusts 

*** Mnburgh EH1 2DH 
Tel: 08W 33 JJ 53 
OfetoaiAduntge 
GktoalAdwngeAcc 
hctoJumosAcc 
hcAdantgehc 
MBragedtox 
Precrter Inc 

Premar he *cc 
UK&B7 GwOiAcc 
U< aityHBWnc he 

leffifltyHghlnMct 

Virgin Direct 

r&Effntt Etoad * N " n- ^ h 

Pgn Inc PtmecJgi 
Pfts 













■■ 






























f.' B 








B' 1 . ^ 






CTfj 






■T-tJ 

l-V.'i'J 

E2I 




5181 

5207 

108 

5588 

sm 

108 

ME 

M39 

340 

4309 

4391 

349X 

71® 

7540 

178 

seas 

54 ® 

65OT 

sore 

6291 

650 

ttZJO 

C9fi0 

1 ® 

5139 

sue 

333 

nm 

7528 

35.1 


0431 

0431 

ore 

I02B 

H338 

ooo 

m3i 

moi 

604 

wan 

B8n 

204 


’’S* ^ 7*rtra*re tro- • 
““ ^enciA Expua lordw 

wqrain. up* 

oct a? ^ winente d tna aJ u n u*w i 

<*x****>i ortsiiais tf any reORMtoncy hWf.. 

■Finanixm. Express Bloomberg 

wn«J*»o nittn4W 

x -BKhtrad 

’^QPi^ gwinagiecgj'TuggBs i^aomtl 
onedn jib MteCtotem imimnsnlw 
«'BWS 

* moowiihowla din buss and iraracedkirtB 























cm V&& 


25/RACING 


THE INDEPENDENT 
FRIDAY 12 DECEMBER 1997 

25 


I 

Make A Stand may meet his shadow 


One Man will not be the 
the only attraction at 
Kempton's two-day 
Christmas fixture. The 
meeting is also likely to 
attract the Champion 
Hurdler. Ian Davies 
reports. 


The Champion Hurdle winner 
Make A Stand now seems iike- 
. Iy to make his seasonal debut in 
i^r the Christmas Hurdle at Kemp- 
ton on 27 December, where he 
could dash with the Supreme 
Novices’ Hurdle winner. Shad- 
ow Leader. 

Make A Stand has not raced 
since bis five-race winning run 
was halted when he trailed in 

R IOT S HOW 

Cheltenham — 2.30 

Nona C H L T 

podgy M W M M 

Ttaatan « 94 2-1 9-1 

MaMaCBtaw gj 6-1 M 8-1 

Mfcterfta jg V4 7-1 M 

BwBo y 7-1 U 7-1 7-1 

Bifeaall 1M Ifrl H-1 g-1 

... toiVfatage ti-l TM an ti-1 

^ BcfruBf[acf»lr tK/eettc.pbos£ 1,2 
■' i C - Coal H-VMamWL-lAtoote&T-l* 

RESULTS 


FAKENHAM 

12.40: 1. ERICOUN (X Abpreti) 13-2; 
2. Atbamfere 4-t ; 3. Thomas Crown ^2. 
13 ran. 11-4 few rtghfy Reputable f6th) 6, 
% (kfes A Stoked. Ctaverdon). Tata: SB30; 
C24CI £150; £2£Q. Duel Forecast: £2350 
CSF: £3207. Tricast £19501 TMo: £S&7tl 
Non Rumor Laura Lya 

1.10: 1. MISTY CAY (R Thornton) 7-2; 
2. ScwTDts 9-4 fav; 3. Sharbadsrid 6-1 
10 ran. 16, & [Mis V Ward, &BJtfi£*n). Tote: 
£460; tun run £4>w DF; fssfl CSF 
£1231 Ufa: £332(1 Non Ftarerer. Dick 
Ttrpii 

1.40:1. MANOR MIEO (Michael Bren- 
nan) Tf-8 fav; 2 . In Truth 3-1; 3. Chen' 
lofrtvole 50-1 5 ran. 37 j. a distance- {G 
piortomau. Best KartingJ. TofiR £220; 
CIBO, £150. Dual Forecast: £440 CSF: 
£600. 

2.15:1. WAYFARERS WAY (M A Ftager- 
( <*q 94 far. 2. Lauda 14-1:3. Lotetor Cot- 
tage 4-1 9 ran. 19 Vk- (N Hondereon, 
Lembounl. Tote: £270; £130 £390 £16U 
DF: E340Q CSF: £3094 Triraafc EH3J5 Tito: 
£1820. 

2.45: 1. COPPER BOY (B Rowel) 4-7 
fatf; 2. Straight On 8*1; X Lord RooMe 
9-4 6tan. 17, S (R Buddei Bridpcrt). Tote: 
£150; COO £380 Dual Forecast £660 CSF: 
£632. 

3.15: 1.HOLKHAM BAY (X Abpuu) 6-1; 
Z Frontier Right 3. Crown And 

Cushion 13-8 jt tau B ran. Ys 6- (LVford- 
fagfwj* faksnham) Wee £8«X £150 OTQ 
£120 Dual Faracasc £860 CSF: £1738. in- 
cast E2323 

Ptacopot 0030 Quadpofc £240 
Place 6: £1384 Place 5: £3971 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Garnwin 
(Doncaster 2.10) 

NB: The French Furze 
(Cheltenham 12.10 


MARKET RASEN 
12-50: 1. HEVER GOLF DIAMOND (B 
MoGarai) 4 -V. 2. Fair And Fancy 10-1; 3. 
A Eskimo 40se 3-t 7 ran. 13-8 lav Forzaar 
■% (4toV ’A. tt.(J Best Maidstone TWk 0*00; 
■# £250 £330 DF: ES7AO CSF: £3764 Win- 
ner bought in for 4600 {Mneoe. . 

120: 1. HARLEQUIN CHORUS (R 
Farrart) 1-5 fan 2. t&tsaf B-2; a Rnnure 
20 - 1 7 ran. 9 7 (»s J Pitman Upper Lam- 
boum) Tbte: £120; ELIO £180 DF: £250 
CSF: £169 

1.55: 1. MAJORITY MAJOR (A S 
Srttti) IB-1; 2. Dorfln Castle 5-4 tor 3. 
Shwte 2 D-i 6 neu hd. 23 (P Chaeshmugh. 
Bishop Auckland! Tote: £1880; £490 
‘ £140 DF: £1510 CSF: £3327. Non Ru**r. 
Daiso Marshal 

2^1.GUTTERflXJE(RJ0tT1safl)4-7 
far. 2. Contour Express 11-4; 3. N*sM 
Dance 8-1 4 ran. 4 disL (p Evans, Wbteft- 
pooO TatCElfiQ DR £20 CSF: E282 Non 

Ruretar Our Kite. . 

2 Ji& 1. WADE ROAD (J FTJtte y)B-4: 
2. Tfejano Gold B-1 ; 3. Zahatfi 4-5 tot 3 
ran. 5. ’A. tfAas H KrHghL HStnage). Tote: 
£220 DF: £200 CSF: £631 

325: 1. MANILEMQ (R Jrfirsson} 0-2; 
2 Miss Ondee 11-4; 3. Hoh Exptaref£l 
9 ran. 9-4 fav Grata Tknes. 8, a (U Pipe, 


third to Bimsey and Pridwell in 
the Ain tree Hurdle on Grand 
National day last season and his 
reappearance this term has 
been delayed by a minor cut to 
a foreleg. Make A Stand, train- 
er Martin Pipe's only entry 
among the ]4 published for the 
Christmas Hurdle yesterday, 
won the valuable Lanzarote 
Handicap Hurdle at the Sun- 
bury venue last season. 

Shadow Leader is 11-2 fav- 
ourite with Coral for the Cham- 
pion Hurdle with Make A Stand 
7-1. The firm have cut Grey Shot 
to 20-1 from 33-1 for the race 
after winning a novice hurdle on 
his jumping debut at Taunton 
yesterday. 

The Christmas Hurdle has 
also attracted the Champion 
Hurdle fourth Tm Supposin, but 

CHELTENHAM 

1-55: AVRO ANSON, formerly a 
top-class staying hurdler, devel- 
oped into a smart staying handicap 
chaser last season and impressed 
when finishing a close-up third id 
Jodami and Unguided MissOe in the 
Peter Marsh Limited handicap 
Chase over three miles at Haydock 
last January. Not disgraced in fin- 
ishing sixth to Lord Gyffene in die 
Grand National, he starts the sea- 
son cm a lemon handicap mark and 
goes well when fresh. Yorkshire 
Gale may be the main danger. 


CHELTENHAM 


his trainer Richard Rowe, 
mindful that the Kempton race 
might fall foul of the weather, 
will also enter I'm Supposin for 
the Knights Royal Hurdle at As- 
cot next weekend. 

The Ascot event could also 
attract San marline, who re- 
cently beat Tm Supposin in 
the Gerry Fcilden Hurdle at 
Newbury. Rowe said yester- 
day: “On recent evidence you 
can’t rely on the Christmas 
Hurdle taking place. The horse 
needs a run and a couple before 
Cheltenham. If Ascot is on I 
might well be tempted to run 
there and I wouldn't be both- 
ered about taking on San- 
martino again. He's a great big 
colt who needs a couple of 
hard races to get there." 

Indefence, winner of the 


HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


130: MISTER RM, a course and 
distance winner, was a fair 14 
lengths third to Storrayfairweaiber 
over 2raIK)ycis nt Newbury last 
time. He is well handicapped on his 
best farm and looks a good bet at 
7-1 with Ladbrokes. Doctoor could 
pose most problems. 


1996 Supreme Novices’ Hurdle, 
is also on the comeback trail He 
has not raced for 18 months. 
Jenny Pitman's assistant David 
Stait said: “'We’re hoping lo get 
him ready to run but the weath- 
er will play the biggest part. Op- 
portunities will be limited 
because he is so highly rated. 
He’s going to have to make up 
into a conditions horse or things 
are going to be lough for him. 

“He’s a bigger, more fur- 
nished, horse than he was when 
he woo af Cheltenham, so you 
would hope there would be 
some improvement in him. If his 
legs stand up Tm sure there are 
races to be won with him, even 
if not the Champion Hurdle. We 
think he picked up a niggle 
when he last ran at Ain tree that 
didn't show itself until we stan- 

3.05; FULL OF BOUNCE, 25 
lengths tbird to Sophie May on soft 
ground over 2m7fl 10yds al Worces- 
ter last Lime, may prefer today’s 
more resilient surface and looks fair- 
ly handicapped on his best form. 
With Impunity looks to be the 
most potent threat. 

□CO 

3.40: MENTMORE TOWERS, 
seven lengths second to the smart 
Deano’s Bee no over 2m6f al Hay- 
dock, will find life easier here. 
Gysart appears best of the rest. 


ed training him last year. It just 
started to grumble away so 
Jenny decided to stop and treat 
the injury properly." 

Meanwhile Mudahim, one 
of Mis Pitman's two remaining 
entries in the Welsh National, 
has only a 60-40 chance of lin- 
ing up at Chepstow on the 
same day as the Christmas Hur- 
dle. The 1 2 -year-o Id, who won 
the Irish Grand National last 
Easter, has list lib in the 
Chepstow handicap chase. Stait 
said: “It would be touch and go 
whether he's ready as he didn't 
come back to us until late. It's 
probably 60-40 against running 
at the moment. We’d like to get 
him there but if we feel he’s 
short then he won’t run." 

Mrs Pitman, who has a great 
record in the Welsh National, 


having saddled subsequent 
Grand National winner Cor- 
biere to win in 1982, subsequent 
Cheltenham Gold Cup winner 
Burxough HUl Lad in 1983 and 
Stearsby in 1986, had with- 
drawn Nahthen Lad from the 
three mile five furlongs and 1 10 
yards contest, leaving Jet Rules, 
beaten S3 lengths into sixth 
behind Sesame Seed in a hand- 
icap hurdle at the Welsh course 
last Saturday, as the only oth- 
er possible. 

Indian Tracker was yesterday 
cut to 7-1 and joined his sta- 
blemate Cyborgo at the head of 
Coral’s betting for the Welsh 
National. But Banjo remains 
friendless in the market and 
Coral have pushed him out to 
8-1 from 7-1. 

Pipe’s overall band in the 



basketball 

Injury-hit 
Chester look 
to Tresvant 

The Chester Jets coach, Mike 
Burton, may look to American 
John Tresvant to bolster his in- 
juiy-hit squad for Sunday's deci- 
sive league trophy qualifying 


Richard Rowe: Race plan 
race is looking strong as he also 

has Eudipe (12-1). Dom 
Samourai (12-1) and Evangel- 
ica (20-1) in the slaying oontest- 

Welsh National betting: Carat MCy- 
borgo. Indian Tracker (fern 8-1). 8-1 Sam- 
lea wife (bom 7-1). to-1 Betmcw King, What 
A Hand, 12-1 Eudipe (from 10 - 1 ). Own 
SarmureL i*-i Bafeutai General Wtatta 18-1 
Celtic Attwjc Staler Stephan* Cariboo 
Goto, 20-1 bar 

Cfmpfen Hurdle Coal: n-2 Shadow 
Leader B-ltetebraa7-i Make A Stand, 12-1 
Sawnarttoa *-l SKihBw Sands. Date Star, 
Colter Bay; 20-1 Tm S^jpoeto, Pridwel. 
Grtnes, Gray Shot (tram 33-1). 25-1 bar. 


Options open for Simply Dashing 


Connections of Simply Dashing 
arc still lo decide which of his 
two engagements the six-year- 
old will take up tomorrow. 

Simply Dashing is entered in 
the Tripleprint Gold Cup at 
Cheltenham and Haydock’s 
Tommy Whittle Chase. 

Trainer Tim Easterby said: 
"Simply Dashing is in good 
form, absolutely great form. 


But we don’t know which race 
he’ll go for yeL We'll just have 
to wail and see how much rain 
they’ve bad." 

If the son of Simply Great 
goes to Haydock he will be rac- 
ing over three miles for the first 
time, but this does ooi worry the 
Habton trainer. Easterby said; 
“He’ll get three miles aD right," 
he stated 


Simply Dashing is 4-1 with 
Coral for the King George VI 
Chase at Kempton. However, a 
decision on his participation on 
Boxing Day will not be made 
until after he has raced at the 
weekend. " 

Andrew Thornton will ride 
the 1996 Grand National win- 
ner Rough Quest in the Tom- 
my Whittle Chase. 


HYPERION 

12.10 The French Furze Z30 Mister Rm (nb) 

12.45 Yhfimf 3.05 Full Of Bounce 

1.20 Mountain Storm 3.40 MENTMORE TOWERS (nap) 

1.55 Avro Anson 

GOING: Good (Good to Sott in pieces) 

• Left-hand, ^nloptog cw*s*a wrtfi stiff tencos. Upfi* rmvin of SWyti 

• Come is im north erttown off A43S. Bus Ink from Chettsnham nation (served by 
Bristol, SaTTfegfram and London, Foddngton) 2m. ADMISSION: CU> & Ibttwsals £14 
Qiriors, 16-24 yams. EE): Fosters Enclosure £& CAR PARK: Rw. 

81 LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 35 wraws from 239 annefsfMGfc). 0 Mbhofson 31-171 
(Klft), NTMaton-Davies 23-208 fm%), J GWonl 1B-T10 (*4%). K Batey «63 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dunwoody 32-«5 (173%), H WiDIuiuon 2S-T2Z (23*). A P Mc- 
Coy 26-102 (255%). M A FtageraW M-T25 (112%). W Maraton 12-85 (141%). 

• FAVOURITES: *5 wro from 503 races (398%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TME: Doctoor (23C$, Flying Eagle (220). 


hOin l EAGLE PEST CONTROL HURDLE (CLASS Q £5,000 
added 3Y0 2m If Penalty Value £3,688 

1 41 REALEStKIE(2D)(q (MaJ Mnto)DMchotaon117 R Johnson 

2 -BBT 7IC F1ENCN FURZE (2(9 (Cl? Urn Enis) M Rp* 71 7 —AFUeCoy 

3 113 SOUND APPEAL (20) (D) (B^ (RW Hid JRFUef) A FbsKr 112 Albomon 

4 PP AUWEMUStC(fOt9(UsSaiyM*feJM*BnO D«witJTtanar<7J 

5 3 BORAZON (14) (U Archer Sites J Soadixst) N TtotmDwws 11 0 -C Uewelri 

6 2 CnYHALL(lQ(MsRFfteySMsVCttonHMsVMferil10. OGritegtor 

7 30 R£1CH3 (9) (Lady Mupdata) H Morton 11 0 T .tanks 

a GOLDEN SADDLE (USA) (F114) (82 Of A Mix Patneo) D Wrde 11 0 WUanton 

9 5 HADUX(14(StartrtBrdgBPWrtnll|4CMmill0 — RDumcody 

fi 233 LETPffiAKF^ (lS)(SttaJdinPqnm) I WtemsnO-^ jlWnaon 

11 4 inoSOTOp^JIWUDnia44*9Noreii}Parti03WPf«l1lO.._EHuMS«nd(3!) 

■e TttCDPlA (FM) (Robert 6. Ewe; La» Etaabeth I Bating 71 0. GBradtay 

0 TeiEPH0UEC7(F14g(La^'ltar»Coie*yf CBarwJna —Bfunttn 

-13dociarad- 

BErraiGt ±5 Tfw French faze. 10040 Horf Ettite, 13* Sound Appeal, 10-1 Boncna. 12-1 CSy 
HsB, 20-1 Tlkopta, 71n» ProjBCl, 33-1 HacfltS, UBylsk, 50-1 Flolctw, Uyonotls, 100-1 o9>m* 
SSS: Dsatonoti 3 1) 9 M A F&gsaU 4-1 ftw (Ifes H KivgWJ 12 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

THE FRENCH FURZE hasnt had to Ure3k wnat srica confeg from tetand. bemg easad 
® a vmfc few domateffeg a vmaK field al Pkanpton and janping his W3y ngw Wo -the 
TMumphHudta picture by treating batter rlvafc wati fenostaa much cfedain hero last month. 
Ho tes snpressad with his last, fluent htrtteg and thte shoUd heap Wre ahead of nvate 
in th«3 much ttronger oortsst. Roto Esrato, a uaahi rrfede-tisiance cott on the Rat fin- 
ished (arred up when odds-on and only tourth belted Sound Appeal and Lottyfak at 
Kempton ai his hun*ng defcul in Octnbw: He put that way batted him an more suftebfe 
ground at Aacot with a -ax-length (value tor more) dateal al Leviticus end Sound Appeal 
and. felh scope to further knprnvement The Flench ftirzo is unfleeiy to haw it aU nw 
i mm way UtetlmeLSowid Appeal tofcwed up that Kamptan van whh a facte success a 
Aacot and was stayng on after beng outpaced al a vital stags baited Raal Estate n her 
latest run ttwra She should be in the money again. Selection: THE FRENCH FURZE 

l -id ' A *] ‘YES-NO-WAIT-SORRJES’ CHRIS COLEY RACING 

1 NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) £7,000 added 3m If 1 10yds 
Penalty Value £4,652 

j M-TO H1QaKX»PIWCE pT)pF)(Tte Ftedns Hams) P Hobbs C 11 C RDunaoady 

2 30-12 YAHW (14) (CD) (W E SUrl) J Old 7 11 12 — M AHkgsreU 

3 433-3* BOBSAND (26) (®5 fa Bran McGrath) G feUng 8 0 4. — BCNford 

-Sdaetosd- 

SETTWG: IM* W«nL 11-8 EdB«no« W«te 5-1 Robtttto 
1906: Ftansy Thith 10 11 4 Ur M Hams 9-1 (M Vfeston) 3 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Evan with Robeand to do the donkay work there might not be an teat greai a pace with 
only three runners and VAHMr may be abte to beat Edgwnoor Prince tor ton up toe 
hit Hovwvat a lot may depends how much ran g«a into the ground. Hawing made too 
perfect start to hfc chasing career when pouncing on Strong Chairman etas® tome here 
test month, Ykhmi was unable to reproduce that tom wnh the winner m more tesmg con- 
ations (mid 7to worse terms) at Newbury. Edgemoor Prince has always looked more ol 
a closer than YWvtil end best henefcappers at Bangor on only te second ouong over 
fences tofewmg an easy introduction at UBnwtec He wasn't quite up to a stitter teat against 
Ottawa and EUtogy n the mud at Worcasrer last time but remans an exciting prospect 
and there tart Breiy to be much Sit it Selection: WHMJ 


P Tonl CHELTENHAM SPONSORSHIP CLUB NATIONAL HUNT 
NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) £5,000 added 2m It 
Penalty Value £3,664 

1 0222-1 CUWTOH (23) |E N Ttwraa) K Batey 6 tl 5 NWnareson 

2 E02B-1 SILHfT CRACKER (11) (8) (Sto4 Portree,) M Rtmsi 5 11 5 GBnttey 

3 04-34 BAVABOra (34) (BF) (BaatfcrRrtoBSbpJG Saifegfi 7J 0 SFOc 

A 008 BHVENTO (20) (Ms Jean FfadiaiQ J Gifiod S 11 0. PHkta 

5 303-0 BOZO P4) (B J M Ryal) B Ryafl 6 n 0 R Johnson 

6 /2D32 CAIVARO (XQ W=) (9 Naytx] J Grttod 6 11 Q WGreflton(7) 

7 2Q32P IXlitrrmMlNSTRa(t4)(^ISADtuSi]SDoute6'nO CRu(7) 

a UD- aURN LEA0B3 P?5) (D) (BF) (Ebruprr* J Ok) 5 n 0 CLtareiyn 

9 003 F0LDWG(11) (Mn Althea Boday) Ms ABaiday 6il 0 TJenks 

t) 3 GOODTWEQEORGE(33|(lfeMJ6ana|Msjr 3 teni4iIO RRarranf 

11 34 LIFE'S WORK (21) (The Foil DuUJe-US) PHofabsSII 0 RDBMOody 

tt LUSC0M8E (P J Jones) P Jom 4 11 0... QUptnn 

0 1-2 MOUNTAM STORM (2^ (BF) (A Speetean] N Hondereon 5 11 0 NAFtagmU 

W PSICYCROW (Mra Susan P Daws) P R Wsfcber 4 Ti 0 A Thornton 

S 4 PROCEED (3Z) (G T Rateore) J ®fcnj 5 Ti 0 .Ofteira mfS) 

B 2-4 STORM FOIECASr (IS) (ffi 1 ) (Lad \testey) Mss H Kri*il 5 11 0 JCuftay 

-iBdactared- 

BETTING: 100-30 Mountrin Stem. 9-2 Dawn Leader, 1 1-2 CBnton, 13-2 Storm ForaaeL 10-1 Start 
Oadnn; 12-1 Goodteie George, Lta'a Work, 14-1 BannSni; BelmAo, Cawdiy HbntiaL 20-1 CoJ- 
«teo, Procttet 3W Bozo. Pwey Crete 8B-1 otham 
^6: Darafean 4 fi 7 R Hughes 6-4 fan (M Ppn) 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Bumper winner Mountain Stern made a promising start to his htadtaig career, just rress- 
ftg oul on the run to the fine against Cflnton at Kempton after hawig every chance at 
toe final fljfet. With ttet n« betted Mm, plus a 5to p«A Mounain Smrm has an wcetent 
chance of going one better, yet just as he toota Bong matang the grade there nust be 
every chance of DAWN LEADEH dong teewee This ighty-raced individual won He only 
Nationai Hint Fiat race two seasons ago and last term reappeared to eesiy overcome 
Damien^ Choree and Shebang (who Mountain Storm boa) only live lengths in a Ludtow 
bumper) at Sandown. As a result. Dawn Leader was fmouroe tar the big Cheltenham Fes- 
hval bwnper and although he detot prove up to «. he remains a smart prospect Storm 
Forecast, a half-brcitoer to Tu8ymurry Tort was runner-up h hs only start in a bumper 
last season and had a nee rtrodubon to budteg with htsfoulh behind Lord Of Tin Riv- 
er over two and a half mfes id Windsor 16 days ago Although dropping down n drstance, 
this is a much suffer track and with ttutt wpenenoe oehtod h«n tie should again run wel. 
There are tferty more wito knprwofnent n them, though tor the moment Folkertone win- 
nerSBent Cracker elkety to be ahead ol most Selection: DAWN LEADER 

cel C.F. ROBERTS ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS fCAl 
1 pj_ c HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £15,000 1 1 

added 3m If 110yds Penalty Vhlue £10,221 

1 01324 YOUNG HUSTIBi (20) (CO) (Bsvn MscEctem) N Twm-D»« D n C ^..CMaode 

2 ^3U85- AVHOAMSDNp30)(A«m)MC»»BenoSn5 — PfSven 

3 (P121- BAFW&i-LAD (230) (D) IH Yte&Teadi R Alter B ti 1 UrRMdUl 

4 QOF-P YORKSHIRE GALE (13) (CO) IBI MtytofJ J QttM itBO . . . . NMbntson 

5 2P2-44 STORMTRACKHt (41)(CD) (BF) (TmOwBl CWBCdon B Y)0. ...MRUarfs 

-Sdectared- 

BETTIMB: 9-4 Young Hustler, H Avre Anson. 4-1 Ybriaiiire Gale. 9-2 Harenl Lad, 8-1 Stomteadur 
B96 tatotwe Gale D n ON Wfamson fi-O (J Gttoti) 2 ram 
FORM GUIDE 

Afl five cam be given a chance and with Ybung Hustler or Stormtracker to cut out toe 
rwrtiQ « sfioife be a miy-ron race. Amtree speefeist Itxng Hustler was havmg hu firs 
am since fnshng second n toe Becher Chase m race bed won n 1995) tost year and 
was m from unti btondertng res way out o ( that same event 20 days ago Normafy Che 
safest of jumpers, he onT gong to be easy io catch. Stormtracker has shaped neely to 
both sums this season and was only just run out of toe National Hunt Handicap Chase 
at the Festival m March The weights going up overvghi leave hm bang on toe mtnurwm 
and ne a sure to go waB rl toe ground hokte up YORKSHIRE GALE weakened between 
toe last two 10 fmsh seven lengths behnd Stormtrackei m that race and « Bto better w 
Apart from ha good record here - he upset Glarnot m a match tw toe race 12 months 
ago - Yorkstwe Gale nvanafity goes «el first time out though with fxs reappearance to® 
season being n toe Hennessv Gcto Cup he cotidn I have been expected to keep to® 
up. hi the Wfntbreaa last Aprl Von-stwe Gale was st* showing ahead when he came 
down at toe itwd last The chances are hen be stiaighiei than toe wmer. HanreD Lad. 
whom he meets 7to better Avro Anson was vaiea oti m tilth in toe Whabread but tha 
caw? only 19 days aftei tnatvng strih m the Grand NationaJ and a best forgotten. Avro 
Anson Oespita looking burly was beaten just a neck and hall a length by Jodami and 
Unguded LfcsSe at Haydoc* first wm out last season, a repetition of wtieh would giro 
turn a great chance if the ground remans decern Selection. YORKSHIRE GALE 


— “oTfl CHUBB FIRE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C)| £4 1 
■^1 £5,000 added 2m If Penalty Value £3453 1 I 

1 30414- BAiWA BOY (223) (CO) fiyrn Wfeon) IV Handknon 0 S 0 JIA HtzgaaW 

2 44W>t TBETAN (17) (D) (Mra Wstdy Bn>«n) Lady Harts 5 ti 7 RDunmody 

3 (312-2 DOCTOOR (8)(D)(0F) (A WMjAlri Mbs K T Mwetisfe) M 7 ft 5. JkPMcCofB 

4 S3304Q NON VINTAGE P (D) (Atari Mann) M Chfemwi B 10 Q WMMttfeffeo 

5 42843 IBSTSl RM (14) (CO) (FJIMsAMr WMfcJ Nlkaston-0»w5 DTI CUnielfe 

6 93140 HYING EAGLE (13) (0) (T F Ma^ock) R Stopaon 6 X) 3 NWfflteramB 

7 FFS21 NOfllf COLOURS (2B) (CO) (SGGfVfitosJS Ghfflfis 4 t3 0 Johnson 

-7 dsdared- 

Mrenura Mfett tOtf fn« horeveap «*ofT AWiti Cobum f » 

BETTING: 7-4 Doctett; 5-2 Tlbstan, 6-1 Batna Boy; 13-2 Mister RU, NoHb Coloure, 14-1 Hying 

agin, 20-1 Non Vtotags 

1396 Ctte-toetl ttGUpten5-4tavUCU)4ran 

FORM GUIDE 

DOCTOOR boat al accept Carlo Brigante off a rating only 4fe lower than today* in the 
toipttia) Cito at Sandown test Mach, torni which ghres him awery chanoa Only five days 

alter toe topanal Cup Carlo Brigpnte was beaten a length by Bama Boy h the Couidy 
Hurtle hare af toe Festival A strict ta tegaraftBion leaves tha advantage with Doctoor, who 
Is bemg tried in bfimeers tor the fist nm& Bama Boy was orty si* lengths betted nmner- 
up RBater RM (4tb worse) in Hoydockts Swinton Humte in May but Mater RM has yer lo 
racaptxre that form tote season and Tibetan, who beating New hm at Huntingdon last 
tone, a a bigger danger. Setetfton: DOCTOOR 

Scl LETHEBY & CHRISTOPHER CONDITIONAL pr^A - ] 

* UO ) JOCKEYS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 53,OOo!_z2lJ 
added 2m 5f Penalty \falue £3^420 

1 21-P21 PONGOWARMG(23)(CD)(pA3JKH6Ulieni)lfissHKri9*011 It PHaifey 

2 023-1 WIIH HHJNTTY (2ff) (D) (GZMzaQPtfttocteflllB L Cummins 

3 28932- YEOMAN WARMOR (253) (D) {M3 Heather Ataen) R Hnw Dllfi AGartyp) 

4 15234- GOLDatSWlFT p30) (D) (L*BSVVaK) SSa*ang7 n 0 A BMC* 

5 U36P3 HAL OF BOUNCE (17) (D)(Md5(iingnBcnQ)n Hodges B 1)7 TDasoonba 

6 34P-62 HAPJACKLAD (20) (D)(HB Shafe) N TwtonOwies B 10 3 JGoidS»ln(5) 

-Bdadnad- 

BETTMG: 136 With Impunity; M Pongo Waring, 9-2 OoidaoBwtft, 6-1 veotran Warrin; 8-1 FUl of 

Bounce, 12-1 Haptenk Lad 

1996 Benson 7 O 9 0 Hagen £4 lav (R BuddeiJ 5 iwi 

FORM GUIDE 

With toe favourite departing re the find. With bnpuntty was left with fttto to ben after 
Aly DMeytelat Bechert over ihe National fences a AWree on his reappearance and 
he came home a dstance dear of Flrtluk Lad. Yaoman Warrior ran hta best race ever 
when rtinner-ip to Beta Lite over the National fences In Apri but it remaino to be seen H 
he and With Impurity can reproduce that form truer these fences and PONGO WAHING 
Is preferred. The ngm-year-old n war hta various wind probtama end maktag up tor lost 
time. He woddril hove beaten subsequent winner Abavard even had he jumjwl the sec- 
ond last cteanly at Enter test month but fie atoned si no uncertain terms whan winning 
by three lengths from Antic Ata at Haydock 15 days met He was value far a length or 
two more and has gone up only 3b. Selection: PONGO WARWG 


1 T5-56 ALLEGATION (13) (C) (Martin Pipe Racng CU j ) M H pe 7 12 0 CDurtnm(7)V 

2 121-50 COURBARa. (13) P) (HctwJ ftBen (Fine Pairings)) M Ppa 5 « O JHoat(7) 

3 22SK MENIMORETOWB»S(13)(D)(Pfip»tetlDn)MraJPteHni1)T2 BFarant 

4 »2M UTOEBUCX W(l*^CanBZa»AN ( *, ) i,Wete9'Oti RttawaAfir 

5 IRMi GYSART (27) (C) (D) (Ms R CfebokQ M F^pe 9 ® t) A P McCoy B 

6 2131 ■ WN AT THE TOP (321) (Ms SjMa Btatetey) J lumer 5 D 4 RSuppta 

7 SSJ22- RUNAWAY PETE (USA) P32) (J D Smeadei) M Pjpe 7 1)4 CMaude 

8 FC-2P GROOWWG (B) |Ms T Broan) J GitOK) B I) 0 NWaDsonoo 

9 3P4tn SMfTH TOO (27) (Q(D)(Smto Mansfield Meat Cq Lid) Mm JPibiwn 9 DO— 4)Utaby 

tl -23442 NORDIC BRffiZE (37) |Mata*nBJoiW)MPpe 5 DO -.DFuhnnanc 

it fltn. ELBURG 064) (CO) (Mre Afcon Gartte) TGeo^7 HO— RJohnson 

V 53-re TOBYBROWifIJJ |A9terren& MsJStennetQ DNchetaU DB.ilrOMdPttM (7) 

-12 declared - 

MnAnum we^fr TOst true tionkcap vttghu: Smtti fooSst !2». Nordc Breeze 9n 1% Etaxg 89 
I lib. Toby Brawn to Jb . , 

BETTING: 11-4 OyesiL 7-2 Mertmorelrtw*. 134 SmitoTbo, 8-1 ten Al The Top, 10-1 NonteBtaeze, 
Rjfay Brown, 12-1 Runaway Pete, 14-1 Grooving, 16-1 Courtoaifl, aturg, 20-1 Uttte tou*. 2M Al- 
legation 

B96 aMg6*BMARttgBrald7-2(TGeage)i0rafl 
FORM GUIDE 

Allegation's presence at Haydoch 13 days ^o meant that toe weights ddrrt go up end 
enahfed Bghtty- waghted stablemafe Deancfe Beano to bea Mentmoreltowere. Tho time 
US GYSART from tho same yard who would be canyvig a tot more weight without Alte- 
ration IT too race, tt has to be acftnowtePfled that toe Haydock run was a promising reep- 
poa ranee from Mentmore Towere on hs first outing since testing tnw to Forest hrery 
at Aamee n ApnL but Gysart ootid not be in better form. Selection. GYSART 


DONCASTER 

r^tptacepot csaia Qusrfpot £1030. 

’ Place & £12676. Place 5: £B£S. HYPERIOt 


^Ptaca 6. C126L76. Ptaoe 5: £ia£Q. 
TAUNTON 

tJtt 1. THE MINDER |D Sabsi) 94 (air, 
i Fitendly Houw fl-l : 3. P«art PWrtte 
W-l 16 ran. TL sht-hd. (G Kwbi^). Toto: 
£170; EMU £890. EBSO. DuaJForera^ 


Jcm!gH£Y SHOT (H Pwro dy) 1-3 
fair- 2.VBtaoe King 14-1 i 3. Wefion 
E UminU OaaWngX^KCUS; 
£Mtt E33U £120 DF: £12.10 CSF: £65t - 

WINNOW (J QJoi y) fr ljZ- 
Htahtown Crivafcr 20-1 : 3. Miramaru 33-1 

gSa ,l JBBfta»aRS5 

Tncast £2^4896. Ufa: £54850 Non ft*™ - 
“wEt! TORCH VERT 

. Sw!SSf?SS5^® 

£140 ESAU £200 OF: £1050. CSF. £12 7a 
j| Tpcast Dio: £6190 Non Burners. 
* PhaisAc, Hum Custonw. 

. 3J35; 1. GALATASORI JANE (Mr J Tb- 

zaid) 4-1; 2L Mammy^ Cawfce 3-1 Jifi J 

Indian. Run 16-L B ran. l*A 2 ft. P 
NktooB^TMe: £390; £240 £130 E2JD &■ 
. Btai CSF’- ffitOQ TrteBSC£C2Si. 

3 JSJ i. NINE 0 THREE (A TTionwn) 
8-1:2. KJngOni»aMii 11-tJ to: 3. 
dfeisk 9-1 7 INI. 

£1140: £«q £130. DF: E8IXL CSF: £1647. 


pfacMoe Mssa Ouadpoc oafia 

Ptace &; £*191. Placa 5: Cf76t 


THF..INDEPENDENT 

RACING SERVICES 

n «91 261 + 

LIVE C8itf EKTH lESjgHj^ 

CHareVHAMj 971 jgL 
DONCASTER ( 972 
UNCHED I 973 983 

“ALL CO URSFS JUESULtt 

0891 261 970 

r>i Trrnn— 


HYPERION 

12.30 Silent Valley 1.00 Spring Gale 1^5 Gut- 

tefidge Z10 Garnwfn 2.45 Dear Do 320 Ermine 

Street , _ 

GOING: Good 

• Left-trend, pear-shaped coursa 

M Course is east ol town off the A63B (MiB Jets 3 & 4). BusSnfc 
from Doncaster Central st a tion. ADMISSION: Ctub CW; Taner- 
sato E8: SAw Ring £S CAR HARK: Free 

• LEADING TRAINEHS: Mr* M Rawaley U-66 (2t2%). j n^«^ 
aid 7-50 ( 14 %). T Easterby 6-18 P33%1 G Rirtaitte 6-30 G0%) 

• LEADING MCXEYS: P Carberry 8^7 (296%). L Wyar B-t6 
fJ74%) G aradtoy 4-16 (25%) W Maraten4-2i (»%) 

• FAVOURITES: 80^11 (379%) 

BLBKERED HRST Tlftis Cote fta FarealflB PSJG- Wtoatap (£30) 
Fteteetar (viaored. 9230) 

l-IO onl GLASGOW PADDOCKS SELLING 
1 £.OV\ HURDLE (CLASS G) £2J75 added 
2m 110yds 

2 P DHOSMBmALp6)KMBgan4it7 -ASarth 

% 3 no FSJOSW*(lNMDods4n7 -JteppNjf 

5 aM36 RECRumiafrta)Jtjita4ii7 -*^512 

s 60- CHANFfrfi»B-(30^BMu3i4ll 2 ! — 

? UtCNESK (R2^ Ite S Lampran 4 n 2 Jlugwp) 

? "i Tssgasss^s=w 

; J! SSSaSSSSs cSS 

« 031 2»NABAY(F32)Gf’«ro3« 2 .-GBfflfeOE 

“ -tsdedared- 

gV^Uehrts.20-12^.^^ 

rz~nn\ RED BUM NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
1.001 £5 ooo added 3m 

j Raider 

ragliSSs 

'j ^ 

3 — ^Massssssv^ 


7 £BM UN POCO LOCO f^WSJBrewi 500. GUm 
-T dectered- 

Mnmm wognr lost Tw fwtofcsp wb ighr Oakouv » ISH Un ftco 
Loco 95x910. 

BETTING: Evens GuHeAUp. 4-1 Most Mfartfld. 6-1 Gotdtti ThundertwO, 
7-1 Vintugu Itiltttngre, 8-t Oektiury, 12-t Darting FIoh. 25-1 Un Poeo 
Loco 

roiftl VULRORYS CLOWN CHASE (LIMITED 
lu l HANDICAP) (CLASS B) £6^00 added 
2m 3f 110yds 

1 aertil SPEAKER WEATISWJL (13) ffl)Oawnan flit 7 

M Brennan 

2 32F-15 POTTERS BAY (27) D MchdScn B tl 2 R Thornton pi 

3 m 26- QAHNWW (231^ (D) (K) N Handsrecr 7 C 0 

. JRKawanagti 

A 22P-PS BA5THORPE (21) (Cl kiss H Knqtit 9 S> C Jf T2t*r 0 
-4d»ctawl- 

BETTUiKL 11-8 Speaker WCuttwriO, 15-8 Potters Say. 4-1 Oanwrin. B-r 
Easthorpe 

Ac] DONCASTER RACECOURSE SPON- 

SORSHIP CLUB HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS C) £6,500 added 2m 110yds 

j 3toS tCnSTBY SAID (232) F Beauncrt 7 12 0 LWyer 

2 -sma QtEEN GRSi DESB1T (22) (DH8F) 0 Shereood 6 it 6 . 

_ . P Carbeny 

3 312MB JAZZYRffflAW(43)(D)L\IW5 7Ti3 JFTtttey 

1 DEAR 00 (BJ (OJ N Henjerean O tl C JRK*varagh 
s B234 BCHD BOSS (27) TO G M ifecre 8 w 12 JCatafltwm 

6 mP-i UONNA1E FORTE (26) (0) J *dam 7 ti A 8 PBMil 

-Bdectered- 

BETTING: 54 Monnata Forte, 3-1 Grew Green DesBrt, 9-2 Dew Da S-1 

Netooffiy Sfei. 7*1 Jaay JWrain, 8-1 Bald Bon 

l o' on l SAUCY KIT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
14.ZU 1 E) £3.000 added 2m 4f 

, m PRINCE KltBff (28j J 0U< n5. ...LHmrey 

2 CM23- ARROGANT HHS (241) (BFJDHBrt-n « t)T2 LWyer 

3 oyp CAHSaOWpWJUaetaeFXIO -- . .TBey 

t P ECHENTONE Mrs. P Sy6 O C G _ To(7n8 T 

S 0SP-44 ERIUlNESTRffirpOlOawwflnSCO Mfteilflir 

5 JUDICIOUS NORMAN (19) J Artti eoe Bfomt 

7 K32J UWDL£R(37)JNawiint2 ECatogfian 

s aes«.«a»i*naow«»»>*e B1MnM 

q u ROBERTO RWA(lS10Sher«wlJ1lJt? PCsrteny 

*3 tD3D a«0(34JMrsELarwrei4O12 

n 3' SU5Hi8AR(FB7)MsMaewde»6fl2 Gl««(3) 

‘-2 3-2 TUCKERS TOWN f3T) (BF) 0 Srtr«eu5 

yVUnjTTEROSAJffWlWsJC^ 5 ^^ JFT *** 
■4 ^ GBSHAI1»N3aBOage5lD7 

; = WILLOW IBLL M J ^ ® 7 A55mnn 

- is cteetarefl- 

SS.1M »1 Arrogenl Heu. 33-1 edi» 


L1NGFIELD (AW) 

HYPERION 

12.40 Vrennan 1.10 Chipstead Bay 1.45 Blue 
Shadow 2.20 Miss Skye 2.55 Twin Time 3.30 
White Plains 

GOING: Standard 

STALLS: tos*de. except 51 & im (outside) 

□RAW ADVANTAGE: low U 51 & 61 

• Left-hand sharp course (Equnracfi surfece). 

• Cause e siouto east d toe town on B2028 Ran station eefere 
course ADMISSION: MentHrs £713. Tfenersafe £9 CAR PARK: Club 
£3. rest tree 

• LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moore - 73 wmers from 566 ron- 
nare gwes a success ratio (t 1M%. M Johnston 59 302 rH5%i Lord 
Huntingdon 4&-3«4 pOiM R Hannan 49-389 (t2£%l 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A Clark 63-522 (119%), J Quinn 47-708 (66%). 
W Ryan 37-212 (175%). Dean McKeown 23-139 (65%). 

• FAVOURITES: 772 wins to 227B races (339%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME S Pretedante (wsored OKA ffighbury 
Legend ivsored. 2201 

1 0 ~ Zri l COLD AS CHARITY HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4,025 added Im 5f 

1 0CS5C6 KAILEY SB40R(10) 8tenaraig4 DO — Norton II 

2 000460 PRIVATE AUDBICE (G) W Iter 4 9 12 . ..Martin Dwyer 4 

3 203421 VRENNAN (6)10 WJarv* 3 BO 60 ) PD0bfaa(7)B 

4 062630 FRBUCH MIST (130) S DM 3 98 Ryan 10 

b 132600 AS-tS (6) (C) M Jcfmaon 392 - . Dean UtiCarren 3 

6 00703 BBtAAB (s) (Q Mss B Sanders « 3 11 A Claric 8 V 

i 7 ZJItw HARLHJU1N WALK (48) (CJ (BF) R OSrihon 6 B 5 

_...J(btan7 

18 000(D6 TBIPTRESS (10) JL Hams 4 B4 — RWkwton(5)2 

9 033306 002LEU (10) (C) L Moncrjr hVd 8 7 XJ-P N Oi*m (7) 5 B 

ti OOOOO ELPHESIDBfTEp)GErrig|ii4 7ti F Norton 9 V 

11 002600 EXECUTOEOH : lCCT(10)Rfio»iw47ti.APoeHlB 

-it dedarad - 

Minimum wagtir 7U lOto True handicap weight Oodm 7388'. B PtOSb 
rtWP Tsi 3tK Encvme Dlfitw 7* 21b. 

BETTING: 11-4 Vrennan. 4-1 ttertequinWNft, 9-1 Reha3b,to11bqriiBea, 

1 7*1 KfiUey Senoc 81 4»Js; IM frandi Ififit 12-1 Ooztere. Priwte An- 
dteflce, 33-1 othere 

pf-TT*} ALL’S FAIR HANDICAP (CLASS F) 

, I 1,1U 1 £3,300 added 5f 

i OOOOOO GOODBYE GATEMS1 (24J(D) DPeorce 30 11 

_ - MsrtnDayerl 

8 600003 JUST WSaDENT (10) (D) R WhWa 599 ^ — - 

DeanMeKawnB 

3 -258M TRRffi>LAY(a2jj/WfW939B . -.JM< 

1 j SOOOti CHPSreAD8AY(2)/QKlvCfy397f7ui). .-CScMy3 

if 3006 FEATMBTSTONE LAN£ (4) (D) Mss L SO0aJ 695 

MlglmT 

6 2W42 OP0WG RANGE P*) (P) N Berry 68 

P0Wfal«( 7)2 

7 300003 8UN$ETHAflflOUR|4J(DJ l SKel9i**l4 87 JWftfiB 

6 DOOOOO H0WLai8LeM((Ta)EWwi9r3B0 . SOwon(7)# 

-Bdadaiad- __ 

BETTING iM CWpatead Bay; 7-2 Opening Range. 5-1 

Sunwri Harbour. 104 Featheretona Lan*. IM Threeptey. 14-1 Gw» 

bye Gaiamen. »-i Royal Emtiietn 


nrScl GIFT HORSE NURSERY HANDICAP 
l,HO l (CLASS E) £4,025 added 2YO 6f 

1 322040 CAROL StNGER (<J (BF) U Jctrrstun g ".Dan KcfCeiMn 3 

2 2D5JB3 PRIVATE SEAL (14) G L Moore 9 6 H Bristato (7) 7 

3 042T aAroTWDf7THBaL£(8jCT£M«e*!rS(J(7ffl) 

S Cnoo (7) 6 

4 050034 BLUE SHADOW (14) R Hamn 9 f JiHughesS 

5 000233 MUIA’S MAGIC (8) K hoy B B NAdwnaZ 

E 533K4 OUD£TafE5(S5)KlwryS5 Jbr9nDiqer4 

7 453005 FtGAWBt (5) (D) S Dow 8 D P Do* (7)1 B 

-7daotanfe- 

BETTiNQ: 3-i Private SaM. 10OD0 ffl» Shadow, 7-2 Bathworto Bade, 
5-1 Muja* Magic, 11-2 Carol Sb^K »-l Oandt Time*, 14-1 Ffgafen 

[997)1 ANY PORT MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3^00 added 2YO 7f 

1 0 * 523 APPttSO(ff4}<BF)MamnS6 AtWwtoCT? 

2 004Q5 HIGHBURY LBGSD (14) Bob Jaws 8 6 JiDtiySV 

3 0 SOW BELLS (35) CUM 9 4 ACterM 

4 6505 CH1KA SHAN (150) S Uelcr B 3 PlkCsb«(3)3 

5 050045 BALI DANCE 01) C BootoS 1 N Adams I 

B 05 RJCKBI (5B) Lord rttengdon 6 1 J QuiraiS 

7 WO UUJT LAPHRQA® (FR) (41) W MurB i -Martin Dwyer 10 

B 065003 loss 5KVE (Z4j T j Najjyeon 8 1 F Norton 8 

9 00 KMGHTCRACKER (13) R Peww* 7 E JBwfalS 

ti 4064 THE ROBE (17) B Meehan 7 E NCBrfrt? 

- 10 declared - 

BETTBiG: IM Appyato, 7-8 FWren 4-1 Bow Bela, 1 1-2 The Rob*, M 
Use Sky*. Lady Laphnnig, 12-1 BaB Dance, 16-1 Ctrika Stun, Htjjtv- 
bury Legend, 33-1 KidgNemekar 

i g - gg l APPLE A DAY APPRENTICE STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,300 added Im 2f 

1 000(30 INVOCATION (17) P5 SLMonre ti B tt— B Brtitend (7) 3 

2 4WXC AWBOlCPOWBTpqfCO) JHteti Bti„AVfhelan6 

3 34«0 BIUADOiE(10)(Q BP®* r * 8 ' 0 RHavte* 

4 63-C60 SWANTfTT^ (CD) DCospneSSB HB*H1 

5 403030 IBflCHLLK (58) BoD Jwes 4 B O ....Gmie Joiwa P) 5 

6 33060 FEB- NO FEAR (14) WMir46 7 MafttlD»»er9 

7 mOI Lini£imSRB0Tpa^(CD)RCejlwn7B7PMeCM«7 

9 COO POU9ffiDSmp02)La1yHBtei3B7.J>D«|5)2B 

9 25CB98 TWNHE!(iH4) JXflQ384 GMBgwOB 

-Bdacviad- 

BETTKG: 2-1 TemTlmB, 7-2 lfe*Mles.M Invocation, IM Bteaddla, 
S-l Faef Nc Feat 10-1 Aurewma Pvaet, IM PsMwd 8te*L 16-1 Er- 
raw, 2M LBto Was Rbot 

l^onl LADBROKE TROPHY HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added im 

1 36JC6 TWWl*aaC8(8)(C)(D)VSo8nBBttO — RPtefiaml 

2 HH33 BANZHAF (32) (CD) (BF) GL 14301849® ACtai4 

3 61020 ZURS(^) (CD) J Fufm 49t) F Morton 3 

4 283100 UflUAJ£A(B)BI*eftr39ti MTttboBSB 

5 OSDO VICTORY TtAM flip (C) (BF) G Baking 69 6S DroiM 11 

6 500211 WHITE FLAWS B) (R) K0UVB4 98 pati—G PadfeCT 5 

7 43X02 NORTTBMANfiS.{Z7)PH9rt3B3 JQidnnlO 

S 500000 CSJHC (45) (CD) kUchnan 3 S3 J Faming 12 B 

9 001)04 THREANCHBaDG£ft91)(D) MXfTBBnS93 

Dean HcX&omi 8 B 

ti 3B433 BftfBASON (17) (CD) G L Mocre 5 B O.. Caodylbnif 7 

11 (R4000 DIGPASTp} (CO) J 0^9*789 .~PDoofi)6B 

e a&OO MSDQZA (123) (GO) D JAirat’ Snfe 3 8 8 S Mtleortfl 2 
- 12 dKUued- 

BEnWO: 11-W Wtrite PWna, lt-2 fiiirtlrem Angst TMSiiftWM.TO-l , 
Ttata Creaks. Banztfe, Yictoty Tbam, 12-1 Three Arab Wfa*. W C» 
N4L 16-1 Zure, Klndoea. 25-1 DigpaA Mr Mafica i 


mer dubs, Leicester City Riders. 

Tresvant, a 6ft Sin 33-year-old 
forward, won a Budweiser 
League championship medai 
Iasi season with Greater London 
Leopards, but they released him 
last week when signing Ryan Cuff 
from Worthing Beans. 

Chester left three of their five 
Americans out of last week- 
end’s trophy defeat against Man- 
chester Giants, which jeo- 
pardised their qualification for 
the quarter-finals. Sean Bell dis- 
located bis knee 48 hours earli- 
er against Birmingham Bullets, 
Brian Lloyd has an ankle injury 
and Ricardo Leonard faces the 
prospect of knee surgery. 

Bulkfe also have an injury cri- 
sis.^ Tbny Dorsey (bruised retina), 
and Nigel Lloyd (hand injury), 
missed Wednesday’s 63-55 Na- 
tional Cup semi-finaJ first kg de- 
feat at Thames VhDey Tigers and 
could also be out of action for 
next Wednesday's return. Tigers’ 
American Casey Arena also 
missed the first leg with injury. 

Worthing have completed 
the registration of the American, 
Joel Burns, who will play in the 
trophy against Leopards on Sun- 
day- But they will have to wait at 
least another week to clear the 
registration of the Canadian 
Grog Francis. 

In the United States, with 
some NBA players calling for a 
boycott of the All-Star game or 
World Championships in re- 
sponse to the suspension of La- 
trell Sprewell, there was the 
prospect of a compromise. 

Sprewell was sacked by Gold- 
en Slate N^ferriais and hanned for 
a year by the NBA for attacking 
his coach - the longest suspen- 
sion in NBA history. 

BiUy Hunter, director of the 
players’ union, said Golden State 
officials had notified him that 
“some sort of olive branch might 
be extended, or the door might 
be left ajar somewhat to give us 
the opportunity to work some- 
thing out." 

-Richard Tayfor 

ICE HOC1CEY 


Steelers need 
cash injection 

The Sheffield Steelers owner, 
George Dodds, yesterday issued 
a plea for a new backer to help 
the struggling club. 

Dodds has been in charge 
since Steelers were formed in 
1991, but he has now become 
increasingly frustrated at the ris- 
ing costs of the sport which have 
led lo mounting debts. 

The dub has been on the 
market for more than a year, but 
with Sheffield believed to have 
lost around £400,000 in their in- 
augural Superleague season, 
they now face a steadily wors- 
ening financial crisis. Unless a 
cash injection is found, it is ru- 
moured Steelers could well be 
out of business by the start of 
next season. 

A dispirited Dodds, now a 
retired businessman, said: “I 
have to put ruy family first. Z 
cannot justify throwing any 
more money into ihe sporL 

“We have been looking for 
a partner or somebody to take 
over in Sheffield for the last 12 
months and we are now’ step- 
ping up that search." 

Sheffield look set for further 
heavy losses in the remaining 
home games of the Express 
Cup, starting with Newcastle 
Cobras on Saturday, which has 
led to an appeal for the fans to 
turn out in their numbers. 

The Nottingham Panthers, 
yesterday, underlined ihcir Su- 
perleaguc title aspirations by 
signing the Canadian-Italian • 
defenceman Mike de Angelis. 

De Angelis has played at the 
highest international level for 
the last seven years wilh Italy in 
both the World Championships 
and in the last two Olympics. 
The 31-year-old, set for anoth- 
er Olympic call-up this year, has 
played for Milan Devils, 
Lugano and more recently 
Milano in the Austria-ItaJian 
League, where he scored 15 
goals in 35 games. 

Newcastle Cobras are be- 
lieved to have signed the former 
Sheffield Steeler. Glenn Mul- 
venna, wilh the forward set lo 
make his debut against his old 
Club on Saturday. 

- tan Parke s 
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Crews put their skills before thrills as race 


around the world restarts 


u son 




Whitbread Round the World Race 


Leg Bgtrt 
3.390 mies 




Anaapofe^ 1 


Farttawtenfifin 


I Leg Sevan 
1870 miles 


LegNtae 

i 450 mites 


PACIFIC 

OCEAN 


LeQ0oe[ 
7,350 mSes f 


Lag Six t 
4.750 miles r 


• / i, 7 : 

INDIAN 

OCEAN 


PACIFIC 

OCEAN 


As the Whitbread Round 
the World Race gets 
ready to resume, 

Stuart Alexander reports 
from Fremantle on the 
teams’ preparations for 
the challenges of the 
third leg. 


Leg Four 
1 ,270 mfes 


Leg Five 
6,670 mites 


SSoSetaastiao'sfi 


FrenHBfle; 


ATLANTIC 

OCEAN 


.Auddand 


Leg Two j 
4.600 mites 


Dfetnces shown Is 
nadteal mllet 


Leg Three j 
2,250 mite 


The Whitbread game shifts 
from man against the sea to man 
against man when the third. 
2J50-mile leg to Sydney starts 
here in Western Australia to- 
morrow. The amount of weath- 
er information crammed into 
the small acreage that is the Fre- 
mantle Sailing Club, where the 
boats have all been parked for 
their three-week stopover and 
makeover. Is enough to keep a 


television station going for a 
week and send some reputa- 
tions crashing for a few years. 

The gurus have been flown 
in. the faxes have been hum- 
ming. the phone lines have 
been hot. and all in pursuit of 
that little extra understanding 
about what is going to happen 
in the hard-iu-predici Great 
.Australian Bight. 

This is not the heavy weath- 
er confrontation of the second 
leg from Capo Town, though the 
Bass Straits between Tasmania 
and south-east Australia can 
serve up some very nasty con- 
ditions. and ifa southerly buster 
comes through at the right time 
to drive the boats up the east 
coast of Australia there will be 
some exciting times. 

But the real tension comes 
from the combination of a points 


system that means there is every- 
thing to play for, instead of hav- 
ing to endure a near hopeless 
grinding down of hours, perhaps 
days, of lost time, and a track 
which does not allow so many 
gambles to be taken. 

Going south for fresher 
westerly breezes could be just 
too expensive, and no one is ex- 
pected to go round Tasmania, 
as they ail would have done on 
the old route from Fremantle to 
Auckland. So the game should 
rest on having the right sails 
aboard and being able to com- 
bine the endurance of over 200 
hours of continuous racing with 
the concentration of an after- 
noon three-hour thrash round 
the buoys. 

Said the race leader, Knul 
Frostad: “I think there will be 
less chances than we have had 


in the first two legs to go for op- 
portunities like those which 
arose, so probably there will be 

more of a speed race than we 

have seen before. 

And so hope all of ^’Com- 
petitors Rtul Cayard, Ijmg in sec- 
ond place in Sweden s cr 
Language, expects his crew s 
day raring skills to come more to 

the fore on this leg. Third-placed 
Lawrie Smith is biasing h* sail 
selection to performing well in 
lighter airs and is looking to im- 
prove on two fourth places so fer. 
They can all cany 17 sails, two 
mains, seven spinnakers and 
eight jibs, but no one carries the 
second main, so afl go with 16- 
While Norway’s Frostad has 
a 10-point lead on Cayard, that 
is only one place on this leg. But 
these two have a good buffer on 
South. The four places of third 


to sixth are covered by 11 

points, in effect one place on 

this leg, and none of them are 
sure that they have any speed 
edge on another. It will be-as 
easy to be sixth as first. 

And that is if there is no im- 
provement • from George • 
Co Dins' Chesse Racing, now he 
is on board with John Kostec- 
Id, or last-placed Brunei Saner- : 
gy also with a new skipper in 
Roy Heiner. Christine Gufflou 
and her all-woman crew an EF 
Education have a 34-point lead 
on Heiner, so be will have to 
beat them by three places to get 
ahead on a leg where Guillou 

feels the playing field is more 

level for them. 


j 
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Blood on the water as Iceman and Maverick square up 


The competition for 
places in the Oxford 
University rowing team 
reached boiling point 
yesterday as two crews 
locked swords, or rather 
blades, in a trial race on 
the Thames. 

Chris Dodds watched the 
new man in charge 
struggle to keep the 
peace. 
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Oxford, facing up to five con- 
secutive defeats in the Boat 
Race, have brought in a new 
coach in Sean Bowden, a sig- 
nificant component of Cam- 
bridge's winning formula before 
he went to coach the Olympic 
eight in 1996. 

Yesterday he brought his 
squad down to the Tideway in 
spanking new Ayling boats to 
show off their talents from Put- 
ney to Mortlake - and they 
blew iL 

Iceman, on the Surrey sta- 
tion steered by this year's cox, 
Alex Greaney. and Maverick, on 
Middlesex steered by the Rut- 
gers cox, Neil O'Donnell, went 
not so much against each oth- 
er as at each other. They had a 
serious clash close to Harrods 
Depositoiy where blades and 
flesh made contact, but the 
real boat-stopping dog-fight 
came in rough water beyond 
Hammersmith. In the metee 
James Roycroft, No 6 in Mav- 
erick, crabbed and lost his oar. 
His rowlock and outrigger were 
damaged, and although he com- 
pleted the course when the 
crews set off again, he was 
clearly in difficulty as well as in 
a seriously bad mood. The 
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Henrik Nilsson, the Oxford stroke, in Maverick drops his oar as the cox, Neil O’Donnell, is hit by an oar from the Iceman yesterday 


stroke of his boat the Swedish 
international Henrik Nilsson, 
threw his hands up in despair, 
and cox O'Donnell, hailing 
from the land of straight tide- 
free courses, was questioning 
just wh3t he bad gotten into. 


Bowden vented his anger in 
the privacy of the crew debrief- 
ing and ordered Iceman and 
Maverick out again on the af- 
ternoon ebb. The press launch 
did not shadow the race from 
Hammersmith Bridge to Putney, 


but informants report that a 
dose race was eventually won by 
Iceman by a canvas after Mav- 
erick, on Surrey, had led from 
the start Blades did not touch. 

The crews we re we 1 1 
matched until disaster struck in 


their morning outing, with 
O'Donnell getting the beiler of 
Greaney for the firsl mile. Botii 
coxes had the belter of the 
umpire, who was inexperienced 
in his thankless task, by exer- 
cising deft bouts of deafness. 


Five Blues were on parade, 
including the president- Andrew 
Lindsay, elected recently in 
place of the British international 
Tim Foster who failed to secure 
a place to read for a PhD. The 
new intake includes the German 


international Jurgen Hecht and 
British international Ed Coode. 

We may learn who the real 
lop guns are today when Cam- 
bridge stage trials. Their 49er, 
Andy Ripley, the former rugby 
international, has been selected 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


McCurrie back in his old code with 


How to iron out failure and drive towards success 


Warrington after parting with union 


Steve McCurrie, the interna- 
tional forward who left the 
game to join Bedford, is re- 
turning to rugby league with 
Wim'nglon. 

McCurrie. who has played 
for both England and Great 
Britain as well as captaining the 
Under-21 international side, 
joined the ambitious union club 
last season, but is aow being al- 
lowed to leave and resume his 
career in his original code. 

At Bedford, McCurrie played 
centre inside his former Wldnes 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


635 


The strokes under par by 
CoTn Montgomerie for his 
last 102 tournaments. 
Montgomerie, who has fin- 
ished No 1 in the Order of 
Merit for the last five years, 
has won 10 of those events 
and been in the top 10 
55 times. 


team-male. Marlin Offiah - 
who has also returned to league 
- but is likely to be used in the 
back row of an extensively rebuilt 
Warrington pack next season. 

The Warrington coach, Dar- 
ryl \&n de Velde, described it as 
“one of the major dose season 
signings in the whole game. He 
is terrifically strong and des- 
perate to get back into league/’ 

The club, who have already 
made four other major signings 
in the forwards, hope to an- 
nounce the capture of another 
prominent Australian within 
the next few days. 

One player who will not 
now be moving in the foresee- 
able future is the St Helens and 
Great Britain winger, Anthony 
Sullivan, who has asked to come 
off the transfer list. 

“The club has assured me 
that I have a future here and 
that’s what I wanted to hear," 
said Sullivan, who was Saints' 
player of the year and played in 
the first Test against Australia 
in November. 

Saints’ chief executive. 
David Howes, said that the 
dub was delighted that Sullivan 


would be staying, unlike sever- 
al of his team-mates, who have 
already moved on this winter. 

“He became unsettled and 
there was some interest from 
rugby union, but we have ex- 
plained how we are going to re- 
build and maintain our challenge 
for trophies,'* Howes said. 

The Wigan coach. John 
Monie, is hoping to sign an Aus- 
tralian centre to complere his 
squad for next season, but has 
ruled out a move for the Test 
player, Paul McGregor. “He 
would be great, but he is under 
contract at Hlawarra for another 
two years,” he said. “We are 
looking around for who else 
might be available.'’ 

Monie has also ruled out any 
prospect of Henry Paul moving 
to the London Broncos. “There 
is no chance," Monie said. “1 
have spoken to Henry and told 
him that be is Wigan’s number 
six until he loses the job.” 

The Sheffield Eagles utility 
forward. Darren Turner, has 
agreed an 13-month extension 
to his contract that will keep him 
at the club until 2000. 

~ Dave Hadftdd 


As a measure of sporting in- 
eptitude having a golfing 
handicap far in excess of your 
highest break at snooker may 
be a handy rule of thumb. The 
only beef would be that it is a 
little loo near the bone. 

Whether it is on the greens, 
or the green baize, talent will 
out, or not as the case may be. 
Since too tittle of it is distrib- 
uted among so many, those 
willing to reveal their secrets 
of success will always be in a 
buyers' market, especially at 
this time of year. 

Whether dreams of lower- 
ing that handicap outlast the 
festive spirit and New Year res- 
olutions, you can at least lake 
comfort in the fact that re- 
ceiving such an instructional 
tome means there is someone, 
however deluded, who cares 
enough to believe that one day 
you might break 80, 90, 100... 

Inevitably, in a sport where 
the conceptually simple idea 
of striking a tittle white ball 
with a hi-tech stick produces 
an infinite array of individu- 
alistic styles, there are many 
contrasting approaches to the 
subject of golf instruction. 


One may be more helpful 
that the others, reading the lot 
would be a sure-fire way of 
never being able to play again. 

When it comes to home- 
spun wit and wisdom. Harvey 
Penick is still the leader in the 
field despite his death in 1995. 
a week before Ben Crenshaw, 
one noted pupil, won his sec- 
ond US Masters and two years 
prior to another, Tom 
Kite, represented his 
country as Ryder Cup 
captain. 

Peniek’s Little Red Golf 
Book was the first, and 
best, in a series of anec- 
dotal accounts of his life 

as a teaching profession- 
al in Austin, Texas. Penick 
turned to teaching after en- 
countering a young Sam 
Snead at the Houston Open in 
the mid- 1930s. The sound of 
Snead’s drive, more than the 
sight of it, started alarm bells 
ringing for Penick. “It sound- 
ed like a rifle and ihe ball flew 
like a bullet,” he wrote. “1 
knew right from that moment 
that my future was not as a 
tour player." 

Bud Shrake, Penick's ghost. 


so to speak, has now collect- 
ed The Best of Han ey Penick 
I Collins Willow, £12.99) into 
one volume. There is much 
common sense to be remind- 
ed of. although no explanation 
is given when he quotes Ben 
Hog3n as saying: “All other 
things being *equal, greens 
break to the wesL" 

Far more mysterious is 


BOOKS FOR 
CHRISTMAS 


Harry Alder and Karl Morris’s 
Masterstroke (Piatkus. £9.99), 
which delves into the power of 
the mind using “neuro-lin- 
guistic programming”. One 
sub-heading declares: “Con- 
textualising your anchor” - 
what is this, deep-sea fishing? 
- but if as natural a golfer as 
Ian Woosnam swears by it, 
there must be something in it. 

More familiar territory is 
explored in David Leadbetiers 
Positive Practice (CollinsWi]- 


low, £15.99). When “Lead” is 
not on the driving range with 
Nick Faldo, he is teaching 
someone else and on this oc- 
casion the theory is kept to a 
minimum in favour of solid, 
practical advice on improving 
all areas of your game. A 
must for anyone who lifts 
their clubs out of the car to 
take them to the first tee. and 
returns them to the boot 
after the 18th. 

Since nothing mins a 
card quicker than a two- 
stroke penalty, a knowl- 
edge of the rules is 
essential. To that end an 
— explanation of their evo- 
lution is a useful guide to 
understanding and such is 
provided by Kenneth Chap- 
man's The Rules of the Green 
(Virgin. £16.99). A dry subject 
to be sure, without a gin and 
tonic in the hand - much of the 
research was carried out in the 
Royal & Ancient library at St 
Andrews — but one treated 
with a pleasingly light touch. 

To learn from the rich and 
famous of the game, try A 
biography of Tiger Hoods by 
John Strege ( Piatkus, £14.99) 


and My Story (Ebury Press, 
£16.99), Jack Nicklaus’ auto- 
biography. Naturally, given ■ 
the length of their careers to 
date, the latter volume is 
somewhat thicker than the 
former. In his younger days, 
the Bear was known as “Fat 
Jack”. Tiger, coming up to his 
22nd birthday, is just a fat cat. 

Disappointing as it is not to 
have any account of this year’s 
Ryder Cup at Valderrama to 
review - shame on the pub- 
lishers who turned down pro- 
posals prior to what was 
always going to be a dramat- 
ic and controversial event - the 
hesu and funniest, account of 
life on the European Tour is 
presented by journalist- 
turned-caddie Lawrence 
Donegan. 

In Four-Iron in the Soul 
( Viking . £15.99), Donegan 
spends the 1996 season carry- 
ing the bag of Ross Drum- 
mond. It turned into die Scot's 
best season in 19 years on toor. 
This year, Drummond, at the 
age of 41, failed to retain his 
card. It can be a funny, old, 
cruel game. 

- Andy Farrell 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 


Draw date: 10/12/97. The winning numbers: 4, 17, 22, 29, 38, 48. Bonus number: 20. 
Total Sales: £29,689.955. Prize Fund: £13,360,479 (45* of ticket sales). 


Display of mirror-image leadership by Faldo and Pamevik 


M uch g f Jackpot) 

Match 5 plus bonus ball 

Match 5 

Match 4 

Match 3 

TOTALS I 

GCemelot Gtud pic. Players must be IS or oner. 


3 

11 

821 

35.381 

560.694 

602.910 


£1.333.546 

£113-906 

£937 

£47 

£10 


>3.546 1 £4.000,638 

L906 £3,230.966 

137 £769.277 

47 "I £3,662,907 

lO £5.666.940 

£13,330.723 

Breakage (prim wmCMf (tom to rwarcsx £11: £39.751. 
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THE NATIONAL LOTTERY’ 


In vto orom of any dlsagponcy in tlw nww. mo data comomoa in Cene'ot camral umpuror system snail oioraii. 


Nick Faldo and Jesper Rsimevik 
stayed neck-and-neck at the 
front of the Johnnie Whlker Su- 
per Tbur after the second round 
in Bangkok yesterday. 

Both scored 67 in the first 
round in Jakarta, and followed 
up with one-under-par 71s. The 
pair opened up a two-stroke 
lead over the South African, 
Ernie Els, who also hit a 71 af- 


ter treatment on a bad neck and 
is one stroke ahead of the Fil- 
ipino. Felix Casas. The second 
round was hard going, though, 
for Ian Woosnam. who hit a 74. 

It was tough at times for 
everyone. Faldo had three bogeys 
but saved his round with four 
birdies, and said: “I played well 
and had plenty of chances but I 
found the greens very difficult" 


Parnevik had a bogey on the 
lUth and a double-bogey on the 
1 1th and described the course as 
“very long and very tough". 

Today, the tour moves to Bo- 
racay in the Philippines for the 
third round, and finishes on 
Sunday in Taiwan 

40HNWE WALKER SUPER TOURJBmdu*) 
grand row*; 138 N FaKo (CbT® Tv] 
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in the third boat, so it looks as 
if his rowing technique docs not 
match his physical strength. 
Cambridge oarsmen dominated 
the British Indoor Champi- 
onships on rowing machines 
last month. 


^ind Grobbeiaar 
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# Colin Montgomerie has been 
given honorary life membership 
°f ! he European Tour in recog- 
nition of his five successive Or- 
der of Merit titles. Alison 
Nicholas, the US Women’s Open 
champion, has been awarded the 
1997 Golf Writers’ Trophy, brat- 
ing the Europe Ryder Cup side 
by two votes, with Montgomerie, 
last year’s winner, in third place. 
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Ferguson 
may buy to 
secure the 


ire 


up 



After Wednesday night's 
loss in Turin, Alex 
A Ferguson may dip into 
the Old Trafford war 
chest to improve 
Manchester United^ 
chances of lifting the 
' European Cup. 

Martin Upton reports. 


Alex Ferguson feels be already 
basa squad that can repeat the 
feat of Sir Matt Busby’s side 30 
years ago and claim the great- 
est prize in European club foot- 
ball. 

But as he returned home 
from yet another Turin defeat 
yesterday, the Manchester 
United manag- 
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revealed he Euro 

thinks ft could Dynamo Kfs 

mean the elu- Rea/ Madrid 

sive prize com- Bayern Mun/i 

ing back to Old Monaco 

Trafford. Aiventua 

Under Bayer Lsvert 

Champions’ 

League rules, Ferguson has un- 
til 31 January to register two 
more players with Uefa, which 
would allow them to play in the 
knock-out stages. And Ferguson 
admitted: ‘There’s no certain- 
ty about it, but we have been 
looking at certain things and it’s 
Ml possible we will buy before the 
J weadline. We always look to try 
d v to strengthen the squad. This is 
p a good opportunity to buy two 
players, but nothing’s certain.’' 
'] One who could be among 
■ the incomers is the Chilean 
striker Marceki Salas. Ferguson 
j. has already' been out to Santi- 
ago to watch the River Plate 
player in World Cup action, and 
he afflin rebuffed the suggestion 
that he had decided against 
making a move for the f 10m- 
rated player. Tve never said the 
deal was off," be maintained. 
“ We'll go and watch him again, 
but he might not play in the po- 
sition we need.” 

Ferguson was critical of his 
defence in Turin, but the fact is 
that evem without Nicky Butt, 

. Paul Scholes and Andy Cole, 
Uni ted held out against a des- 
^perate Juventus team for S4 


prize 


minutes until Filippo Inzaghi 
found a way past Peter Schme- 
ichel. 

With Rosenborg missing out 
at the death in Athens, the win 
was enough for Juve to sneak 
through into next Wednesday's 
last eight draw. 

“Juve, the Cup Whnts You." 
proclaimed Turin-based sports 
newspaper Tuaospon , striving lo 
find an explanation for the ex- 
traordinary turn of events in the 
dying minutes of Wednesday 
night’s matches. Inzaghi, who 
just two weeks ago was dropped 
by his coach. Marcello Lippi, 
after a poor run of form, was ec- 
static. 

The thought that the two 
clubs are destined to meet once 
more, next May, only grew in 
the aftermath, 

European Cup Juve 

Quarter-final qualifiers manager, Mar- 

Manchester United ^ .^PP'- 

Borussia Dortmund suggesting he 

Dynamo Kiev thinks the two 

Rea/ Madrid . clubs will ccm- 

Bayem Munich test the final. If 

M® 1800 that happens. 

United's failure 

Bayer Leverkusen to push on and 

eliminate La 

Vecchia Signora may come back 
to haunt them, although Fer- 
guson’s reaction hinted he be- 
lieved his full-strength team 
had the measure of Lippi's 
side, even when Alessandro 
Dei Piero and Didier De- 
schamps return. 

T don’t know if this will be 
a turning point for Juventus, IVe 
no idea," he said. “But Fm just 
not interested in that. It’s bet- 
ter for them than not being in. 
They’re a good and strong duh. 
and the quarter-finals will hold 
no fears for them. They've got 
the experience to handle it 
United at least know they 
will not meet Juventus again in 
the quarter-finals in March, al- 
though they could do in the 
semi-finals. Juventus lessened 
the chances of United meeting 
one of the lucky runners-up in 
the last eight, as United can now 
only be drawn against Bayer 
Leverkusen. The likelihood, 
then, is that they will come up 
against one of the other group 
winners, including the defend- 
ing champions, Borussia Dort- 
mund, Spain's Real Madrid, 
or Dynamo Kiev. 


Segers and Grobbelaar 
to learn their fate today 


Bruce Grobbelaar and Hans 
Segers appeared before a Foot- 
ball Association disciplinary 
bearing yesterday charged with 
misconduct. 

The pair, who were cleared 
earlier this year of match-fixing 
allegations, are charged with 
breaking the FA's rules on bet- 
ting. During their trial, both ad- 
_ ../nitted taking money from a Far 
r*j£ast betting syndicate for fore- 
casting match results. They will 
learn their fate at midday today. 

Earl Ban-eft, the full-back 
who was Joe Royle's first sign- 
ing when he took over at Ever- 
ton three years ago, has been 
told he can leave. The 30-year- 
old has had talks with manag- 
er Howard Kendall, and his 
availability has been circulated 
to other dubs. 

Crystal Palace are set to sell 
forward Carl Veart to MillwaH 


and defender Gareth Davies to 
Reading. Veart's price has been 
set at £100,000, while Davies is 
expected to depart for Elm 
Park for £175,000. Neither has 
been able to command a first- 
team place this season. 

Barnsley have decided not to 
take on the Estonian interna- 
tional defender, MarekLemsalu 
following a week’s trial 

Crewe’s hopes of signing a 
defender on loan before the 
derby trip to Stoke on Saturday 
have been dealt a double blow. 
Southampton's Richard Dryden 
and Derby’s Dean Yates have 
both turned down the chance to 
join the First Division stragglers. 

Wolves will not appeal 
against the sending-off of Steve 
Sedgley following Tuesday’s de- 
feat at Portsmouth, during 
which the central defender was 
dismissed for violent conduct. 



A Leeds United supporter wearing Billy Bremnerb No 4 shirt pays his respects yesterday 


Photograph: PA 


Farewell to Leeds* ‘greatest captain* 


A small church in (he south 
Yorkshire village of Old Edling- 
ton was the setting yesterday for 
football's farewell to Billy Brem- 
ner. who died on Sunday two 
days before his 55th birthday. 

Former team-mates of the 
Leeds United captain and Scot- 
land midfielder, such as John- 
ny Giles, Norman Hunter. 
Duncan McKenzie. Allan 
Clarke, Eddie Gray. Terry 
Yorath, Terry Cooper, Gordon 
McQueen, Joe Jordan. Paul 
Reaney and Peter Lorimer. 
were among the congregation. 

The former Derby County 
warhorse, Dave Maekay, was 
there as well, bringing to mind 
the famous photograph of the 
celebrated hard man holding 
Bremner by the scruff of his 
shirt as the young, flame-baired 
Leeds player protests his in- 
nocence. 

Present day players were 
there too - Newcastle United’s 
David Baity' especially will have 
good cause to remember Brem- 
ner. He followed his home- 
town club as a child, with 
Bremner as its focal point. Sev- 
eral years later it was Bremner 


who, as manager of Leeds, had 
the foresight to sign the equal- 
ly forceful youngster who went 
on to become an England in- 
ternational. 

Fresh from TUrin. Alex Fer- 
guson walked sombrely alone to 
the church. “I knew him for a 
long time." said Breraner’s fel- 
low Scot and Manchester Unit- 
ed manager. "He still had the 
same great enthusiasm for 
Leeds. He was a great player for 
Leeds United and Scotland." 

Lorimer found the sud- 
denness of Bremner’s death 
from a heart attack hard lo 
bear. “It’s such a tragedy that 
he died so young but 1 am 
proud to have known him and 
to have had the honour of play- 
ing with him." he said. 

Bremner was a legend at El- 
land Road, making 5S5 League 
appearances for Leeds between 
1959 and 1976. He won two 
championships, the FA Cup, the 
League Cup and two Euro- 
pean Fairs Cups. He was voted 
Footballer of the Year in 1970 
and was capped 54 times by his 
country. 

There will always be sadness 


when a former leading player 
dies, but yesterday’s ceremony 
was more about celebrating a 
life which had enriched so many 
lives in the 60s and 70s. 

Even Father Gerry Harney, 
the priest at St Mary's Church, 
regaled the congregation with 
his own tales of Bremner - par- 
ticularly a goal from 40 yards 
against Celtic in the semi-final 
of the European Cup. 

“The throng went wild with 
joy, an immortal moment 
among immortal moments," he 
said. "He has achieved so much 
and has meant so much to so 
many. Billy served his country 
at football with passion and 
with pride. It was the only way 
he knew." 

In one simple statement 
Father Harney underlined just 
what Bremner. who had been the 
catalyst for Leeds' greatest mo- 
ments (from the FA Cup of 1972 
to the League championship of 
l t *74) meant to so many. 

Yellow roses adorned the 
coffin and wreaths of yellow, 
purple and white - the colours 
of Leeds - surrounded the 
hearse. A wreath from the for- 


mer Leeds Lhiited captains, 
Gordon Stracban and Gary 
McAllister, carried a tribute 
which read: Tb Leeds United’s 
greatest captain. It is an hon- 
our to follow in your foot- 
steps." 

Outside the church, Leeds 
fens from different generations 
stood side by side. Such was the 
stature of Bremner that his 
name still adorns the No 4 
shirt in the club shop. Several 
were worn by mourners - one 
by a teenage boy too young to 
have witnessed his idol’s great- 
est moments. 

Even the weather turned in 
the favour of those who had 
come to pay their last respects. 
The threat of heavy rain was re- 
placed by bright sunshine but 
when the congregation emerged 
after the two-hour service, the 
sun hid again as though hon- 
ouring Bremner as well. 

Among the crowd, a Leeds 
supporter stood beside a fan in 
a Manchester United shirt in 
mutual mourning. The respect 
Bremner commanded bad 
crossed the great divide. 

- Ian Rodgers 


Is it a boat?.. 

Is it a plane?.. No... 
It’s a powerboat 


The Formula One 
Powerboat World 
Championship reaches 
its climax today. 

Adam Szreter reports 
from Abu Dhabi. 

One of the wealthiest tittle 
Emirates in the world is gear- 
ing itself up for today's final 
round of foe Formula One 
Powerboat World Champi- 
onship at foe Abu Dhabi In- 
ternational Marine Sports 
Club, along a half-mile 
stretch of foe Persian Gulf 
with the desert city's 
Mosque-topped skyscrapers 
for a backdrop. 

The traditional climax to 
foe season arrives after sev- 
en races in Europe and one 
in Xiamen, where over half 
a million Chinese spectators 
turned out on each of the two 
days of racing to watch foe 
catamarans travel at speeds 
of up to 140mph across the 
water. 

Barely a thousand are ex- 
pected to line the beach 
aloQg the corniche road to- 
day, but as most of those will 
be friends or bodyguards of 
Sheikh Sultan bin Khalifa 
A1 Nahyan, foe event’s pa- 
tron, it is foe quality rather 
than the quantity of the spec- 
tators that will count. 

What they will be watch- 
ing is neither in-shore nor off- 
shore powerboating - the 
sport in which billionaires 
battle against foe elements 
and where foe former For- 
mula One motor-racing dri- 
ver Didier Pironi and 
Princess Caroline of Mona- 
co’s husband, Stefano Casir- 
aghi, met their deaths. 

This is circuit racing in ex- 
tremely light craft (390kg) 
which barely touch the water 
as they blast down the 
straight, countering such G- 
forces in the turn that drivers 
can occasionally suffer a mo- 
mentary blackouL 

The trick is in the “‘trim- 
ming", where the driver at- 
tempts to control the amount 
of water flowing through foe 
tunnel beneath him, thus in- 
creasing or reducing drag by 
altering the angle of the two- 
litre engine. The choice of 
propeller (each team will 
have around 40 to choose 


SWIMMING 


from) is also critical and de- 
pends entirely on the pre- 
vailing conditions. 

“A Formula One boat is 
more an aeroplane than it is 
a boat." said Billy SeebolU. 
the American former world 
champion who now designs 
boats for many of those rac- 
ing today. “The driver is try- 
ing to fiy it just above the 
water, working the throttle 
with the foot, steering it and 
monitoring a two-litre engine 
all at the same time." 

It is a dangerous sport, 
where slight gusts of wind can 
cause havoc and a dodgy 
trim can catapult a vesse 1 sky- 
high. But safety has improved 
immeasurably since 1984 
when there were five fatali- 
ties in six races, with drivers 
these days strapped into their 
moulded cockpits. Now they 
only have to worry about 
drowning rather than being 
torn to shreds. 

It can also be costly in fi- 
nancial terms, with each team 
needing to find $lm 
(£600,000) per season per 
boat, and each event costing 
the Union Internationale Mo- 
tonautique, foe sport’s gov- 
erning body, around the same. 
Today marks the end of 
British American Tobacco’s 
involvement and the UIM, 
celebrating its 75th anniver- 
sary, has its work cut out to 
find new backers. 

The edge has heen taken 
off the competitive side of to- 
day's proceedings by the 
presence of the American 
Scott Giilman. who in his first 
season outside the US has an 
unassailable 23-point lead in 
the championship. But the 
race for second place should 
be a tight one between Italy’s 
Guido Cappellrai, champion 
in the four previous years, 
Finland's Pcrtti Leppala and 
the Welshman Jonathan 
Jones, another former cham- 
pion who combines this mad- 
ness with a job as a banker. 

FORMULA ONE POWERBOAT 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP Ninth andfi- 
ml round (Ate Dhabi OAE)r Rnaf qu* 
Hying classification for today's race: 

1 G CappeAn (le team: DAC Racing; hut. 
CMC) tastes! lap 57.23 sec. W153kph. 2 
S Gilman lUS, Rainbow Formula, See- 
bofcf) 5745: 3 F C-antando (It. Sftgha. 
DAC) 5750: 4 J Jew* IGB, 4P GcfcJ Leal 
SeefaaW) 5751 , 5 P Blackburn (GE Em- 
ratesFl Burgess) 5H2?, 6 P Leppala (Fin. 
DAC Eirope, QAC) 5B2a Selected: If 
A Efatt (GB. MPR ACE. Racing, Berness] 
1.-0080: 21 A Marshas (GB. MPR ACE 
Raong. SeeboW) 1.04B6 


NON-LEAGUE NOTEBOOK 


Anfield next for Cambridge prodigy 


Season’s best for Hickman 
books him passage to Perth 


The offer of a trial with Liver- 
pool caps a remarkable year in 
foe life of the 20-year-old Cam- 
bridge City striker. Neil Harris. 

There cannot be many Dr 
Martens League players who 
have both English Premiership 
and German Bundt'sli$a clubs 
competing for their signature. 

Last month Cambridge City 
rejected an offer for Harris 
from the European Cup quar- 
ter-finalists Bayer Leverkusen, 
with whom their hot property 
had spent less than a week 
training. Earlier in the season 
he also spent some time with FC 
Cologne - both trials having 
been set up by the former 
Cologne, Nottingham Forest 
and England striker Tony 
Woodcock- who is now a play- 
ers' agent. 

Harris joined Cambridge 


City last February from the hi- 
de Essex club. Maldon Town. 
He scored 12 goals in 21 games 
to help save City from relega- 
tion from the Dr Martens Pre- 
mier Division Iasi season, and 
has already hit 2U goals this 
term- including a hai-ir ick in an 
FA Trophy tie last week against 
the Dr Martens League leaders. 
Merthyr Tvdfti. 

Harris, who works as an in- 
surance salesman in London, 
joined Maldon as a 16-year-old 
from another Essex side. Great 
Watering Rovers, in 1 994. In his 
first season with Maldon he 
scored 67 goals os an under-age 
player in their under- 18 team. 
Maldon sold him to Cambridge 
City for only £4.000 - hut the 
Jewson Eastern League side w ill 
get a cut if Liverpool decide t* « 
pay the £250.000 wanted by City. 


Two somewhat older players 
were making their mark in 
the Screw-fix Direct Western 
League last month. When llfra- 
conthe Town's goalkeeper. Ross 
BclU.iui. was injured prior to a 
game i»i Pcwscy Vale, he was re- 
placed hv his father 5tt-year-old 
Derek Lidlotti. who made his 
League debut for Gillingham in 
|9rrt and went on to play for 
Charlton Athletic. Southend 
United and Swansea City. 

The previous weekend, at 
Wellington, Pewsey Vale in- 
cluded Alec Amor in their de- 
fence. At the age of 54, he lasted 
the lull 9ij minutes. 

The FA Carlsherg Vase 
reaches the (usi-M- third-round 
stage tomorrow. Arguably the 
top tie takes place in Dorset, 
where the IW2 winners, Wim- 
horne Town, will he seeking 


revenge against the 1993 run- 
ners-up, Tiverton Town. When 
the two sides contested an FA 
Cup second qualifying round tie 
in Devon in September. Tiwy 
won J 1-1. 

Hereford United - the 
financially troubled GM Vaux- 
hall Conference club relegated 
from the Third Division last sea- 
son - are hosting an auction this 
weekend to raise foods to safe- 
guard their future. 

Lots include signed first- 
day covers from Sir Stanley 
Matthews, signed shirts from 
David Beckham and Alan 
Shearer and a Scotland v Brazil 
programme autographed by 
Pele. The auction lakes place at 
the Green Dragon Hotel in 
Hereford at 2.30pm on Sunday, 
with viewing from 1 lam. 

- Rupert Metcalf 


Last year’s Olympic finalist, 
James Hickman, produced his 
best display of the season in 
Sheffield last night to book his 
place in the British team for 
next month’s World Champi- 
onships in Australia. 

Hickman met the qualifying 
standard with more than two 
seconds to spare in the 200 me- 
tres butterfly final at foe British 
Championships. 

The 2 1 -year-old world short 
course title holder had to chase 
a lime for foe championships, 
which begin in Perth in a 
month’s time after food poi- 
soning forced him to pull-out 
of the European Champi- 
onships in Seville last AugusL 

Hickman’s time of Imin 
58_33sec, just 0.1 Usee outside 
the British record he set in At- 
lanta last year when he finished 
seventh, would have heen good 
enough for silver in Spain. 


“That’s a relief,” said the 
Stockport Metros swimmer, 
who has recently parted from 
his long-time couch, Dave 
Calleja, after a series of rows. 
“My preparations have not 
been smooth. A lot of things 
have been going on, but it has 
made me mentally more fo- 
cused. I now know that more 
than anything I want to go to 
Perth and win a medal. 

“I was really pleased with 
my swim and it is a good lime. 
It puis me into foe lop 10 in the 
world going to the champi- 
onships." 

Britain’s two freestyle 
medallists from Atlanta both 
won foeir -If Kim heaLs. Raul 
Palmer, the Olympic silver 
medallist, won his heal in 
4:00,68. Graeme Smith, the 
1500m specialist also qualified 
comfortably for the final. 

- Ian Gordon 
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SNOOKER 

Williams reveals blueprint 




- Rex Williams, the chairman of 
the game’s governing body, the 
World' Professional Baitards 
and Snooker Association, yes- 
. terday unveiled a blueprint to 
end the sport’s btest civil war. 

Williams, heavily criticised 
for his part in the sacking of his 
chief acecurive, Jim McKenzie, 
las month, has outlined his 
vKwsin a tetter scut to all mem- 
bers of ibe WPBSa- 
■ His plan has four pans 1) To 
commission an independent rc- 
port id ^ how bestto manage 
. . the Association's organisation 
#into the next miltennium. 

- ' ’ 2) Appoiated management 
consultants would draw up a 


shortlist of candidates for a new 

chief executive not necessarily 
brought in from inside snooker. 

3) The number of voting 
members to be increased from 
the top 40 professionals 10 the 
top 64 in the last wo years' 
ranking list- 

4) A series ot target groups 
to be established to advise and 
inform the Board on issues of 

concern ns and when they arse. 

The letter is published before 
the game’s AGM at London’s 
Cafe Rural next Friday where 
Williams’ chief opponent, ten 
Davie, is expected to begin his 
campaign to have the chairman 
ousted. 


Athletics 

Wilson Boil Kipketer. the world 3D00 
metres steeplechase champion, wB 
take part ft next months County 
Durham International Cross-Country 
meet at fiy kley Head on 3 January.. 
Kipketer. 24, who fed a dean sweep 
of the medals for Kenya at the World 
Cteitpionships in Athens this year, wK 
be up against defentSng champon Jon 
Brown, the Sheffield runner. 

Badminton 

WORLD GRAND PfflX (JNUfta): Men's Sft- 


Smil ■B-3 frW; PtSfe-Oraenwi genj ' » 
B Sana® fhdor*i tS -2 3-»7 Owue& Sun Ap 
iCh) BS H Marwky flnaani fra «-9 Group C: 
P Remssson (DdR) K H HartSaman 
S S-f frU Group ft P - .’Deri 

_ £ „ uinmpti * Smalsfi, 


'.V8.-3 C?wi :Chni ^-9 ~ 

Basketball 

NBA 1 Bcsjcn 96 Mwatte * | 

(utgurtSCn lil: wSn.W 83- 

St Golden iw 93 - A lar.e« 33,1 
noiaiACtpn!' 

Boxing 

Paul Inate. the British ana Common- 
wealth feather«&gn: dwopen has 
been fined £2000 bv the Being 
Board of Control tor taking a banned 
substance. Ingle, 25 :: -- m Scarbor- 


ough, tested positive tor the diuretic 
FrusanUde after his successful title 
defence against Jonjo Irwin ai the 
Sheffield Arena on 11 October 

Cricket 

WOMEN'S WORLD CUP (Oeltif): Vte£4 kv 
effls 79 (T Gunaiame -*-6i Sn Lantu ffi tar 
4 Sri Linka won by six wwkots. 

Cycling 

The International Cydng Union has 
banned the use ol high-technotogy 
cycles from cfiamponshps from Jan- 
uary 20011 The UCJ wifi issue new 
gudfilnes to specify acceptable bi- 
cycle weights, frame and wheel sees 

Football 

UK Kirsten, of Bayer Leverkusen, the 
Bunefes/iga s feadsig scorer, has been 
barvted for nne weeks for elbowing 
Schafce Ws Thomas Linke in the jaw. 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE R*- 
oranged ttaun. Tw* 20 Jan GnfcraKMf v 

COCA-COLA CUP QUARTER-FINAL FIX- 
TURES'- 7i»g J*n Peaorg » 
wre; Ham v Ars*ruu Wed 7 Jen- taw* » 

'■liijtscfl fjewcjav V L/rtSfOOW 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: European 
Cup. crumplnns* League Group a- 

liaia^sjra-.- : Pwro ‘ Span* fV.wue o «*«. 
sa Dunmjnd • Group B - FC Mis-cv U Ft .vino- 
;rtf ? ju.e«us i Man Uid & croup 
ffeYUBFe - Cwiamo ruev 0.PSV fcuKjnoj«»» . 

SaiceKra j Group 0: * 

agjAnt-f’' 2 Ptv'L' J Group t 

3 sy*rr MiSwn OF 1 '- hahenttJrg i P.ws 


mam ^ Best ias 1 Croup F: Save* LewrVusan 
’AS Monaco 2 SpoomaLfsPonSLmrseSN l 
FA Umfira Trophy third round qualifying re- 
play: Laigp RM i BraJfcrt Port' Auenue u 

Golf 

OMEGA PGA CHAMPIONSHIP Itkjng KdflO) 
Leading firm-round acorns: 64 L Waste 

,Au$L Lu wwt T«r (Tail Par* Ho- IS Hurt 
65 Crv> KyimJu iS Korj GG Z*w Moo (&*] 
D F-up# i&ngj CTk. Gwaog-Soo IS 0 tatet 
(Hu Cher Liang -H® ft#} SetacUth 6B C 
Wfcams (G&I K wakef iGB) 

fee hockey 

NHL: Honda £ Caraftu 2. Montreal 4 ST LOUa 
3 /OT). Ne* Jwwy £ famerton 5. Calgary a 
NY Rangeis i.TcponoLCaitiiadoSIpiTi.CMa 1 
go 3 FheerD 3 m rates 3 tarree Bay 0, Pltfr 
Burgh a AnaiWni 0. San Jose 3 Wasrtngnn 3 
(OH 

Rallying 

tog# Mansell, the former Fomu* One 
work) champion, wii take part In the 
24-Hour Chamonix saloon car en- 
durance race, which wil be run on ice 
in fhe French Alps on 3J January 

Rugby League 

Sheffield Eagles are to experiment 
wflh Saturday rugby in the 1998 Su- 
per League season. The Eagles have 
decided to switch their home match- 
es at the Don Vb/tey Stadium lo Sat- 
urday afternoons, kicking off 
315pm. ft June and July to test the 
markei 


Skiing 

Heavy log and drizzle forced organ- 
isers to cancel yesterday^ women's 
World Cup Super-C si atom at Vfe) 
tflBereln France. 

Squash 

WORLD DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP (Hong 
Kang; Hri round: Mans: Pool A: Canada U 
US fr9 15-0, Hong Kong ti Ausrraia 0-6 fr 
U frta fttetan hr Material** fr2 fr5: P&- 
fctan far Hong Kong TT-w frt?; Canada bi 
Nwhenanoa £-17 &S-. Ausmia H US (A 

Harren and J Oal®) fre frC Pool ft MstoflQ 
w ScoHand (G SwwJandATlwstni frSfr 
n. NBwZsdmdtz South Africa tj.b frn fr 
6 : Enflfcand (C Water and M Cams) bi 
frr fr€; Errand « SoufrrAfrta frfrG-E 
Malsycffl tt Naw Zealand fr 13 *-t3; Sn- 
gapom b« Scodand n-fr frfl fr9 Wbawr hxa 
3CtS » Ltateysa O-S frO 15-11; AiMrBlaW 
Canada &-E frl.ScuDi Africa bmepotnesfr 
5 fr3, Ausfrate M US frS fra South AMca 
bi Canada frO 6-2. Uataysia ta Hdppnus fr 
tl fra Pool ft England <C JKtanari and S 
Marion Japan fr2fr7;Haw2BaiBKlbiHong 

hung &Ul7-M.S)n9Bporeh)ScQSand(HUac- 

ftaand S MacflpJ frM. Ensaanda 

Kong t&-n 6-6. Sftgaporo W Japan fr 
B fr E New 2»fend « SfcoOand frflfra 

Swimming 

BRTTEM CHAMPIONSHIPS Sheffield).- Man's 
400m RtnME i P Pahw (Beth Unei) 3S433; 
3 G SJrtm 3-5533; 3 J Saitar fEd- 

rtmoni 3 5743. SOm BacfcsJroKe: 1 u Hants 
I lower Hsmteri 2577; 2 N WBey (Barrw) 8694; 
3 AOConv< no Z7% 100m broAtMratoE l 
0 Mew (Bah Urwj i CIO; 2 G Bwmi (Boh uv 
voranvi I roSt. 3 H Medan (Fbchtetof 1.0438 
200 m butlaritjr- 1 J Hctanan (Stochpon) 


i‘5S33;2 R Asncroft (VAganl 2^1359, 3 T Kn- 
uoasa (Loads) 2.-C322. (Tecs wff M rovwr on 
Sunday tatowng proresl; but HKtonon's Work} 
CfwnpionsMp qu ahfytng onto wilt standi. 
4 a200m troewipe: i Umwrettyol Baih7-3aB7. 
2 C«v of Leeds 7:3854 ; 3 Pongmoutfi Northaeo 


! Otv U Leeds 73854 : 3 Ponunoi. 
r44i» Women'i 100m freestykr 


30A4; a S price iBnmat) 3054 200m toaasJ- 
anoto: 1 L Hnamarsii (Laeds.) aaw. 2 J KlnQ 
(BSfUrtvi 2tf(SI:3HEap W««3saeiJndef- 
Lymei 233»s0 400m rtftddual rtwfley; 1 H Ce^- 


TODAY'5 FIXTURES 

Football 

7.45unfewsWNf 
NATKWIWOE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Oxford UtdvQPfl 

SECOND DIVISION 

Bristol Rovers v Grimsby 

THIRD DIVISION 

Cambridge Utdv Exeter — — 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE 
OF IRELAND Premier Division: 
Shefxjume v St FWcfcL Atff«fc (73St 

Other sports 
SWIMMING: ASA National Winter 
Championships (Fords Forge. 
Sheriekh 


na (Cz Hep) 4 -5007. 2 ?■ NBnEA (ForKmcuthi 
4:5277. 3G VSeuS (ton 4 S>33. 

Tennis 

CHAMPIONS MXXW SENIORS TDURNA- 
MENT (Sycfriay) FlrM round: T Wfcfion (USi tt 
G WasiArol 6-3 8-2, J Coras |US) U J Royer- 
aid (Aue) 6-1 frS (Jfwd set ae-amok). 

Weightlifting 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (Chiang Uai. 
Thafl: Man's BSta: 1 A Cote*, (Pel) snam 172S 
Bdi 207S mi 3ffla Women's TOka: 1 Xkuig 
ferrian iCHfi) 10m 130a 335D 


ONE HELL OF A CLASH 




TRE NEW YORK GIANTS 

THE VUSUNGlIw REDSKINS, 
GHAMSL 4 BUR 
SmSDftlUMu. 

ONE ^OFA GAME 
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CRICKET: CHAMPIONS' TROPHY 


Stewart gem 
and guile 
of Fleming 
fire England 


Derek Pringle 
reports from Sharjah 
England 250; India 243 
England win by seven mns 


The lights went on for the first 
tune in Sharjah last night to il- 
luminate a first win for Adam 
Hollioake's England team. De- 
fending a total of 250. after Alec 
Stewart’s brilliant century, they 
squeezed home, as India, need- 
ing 12 runs from the final over, 
were bowled out seven runs 
short for 243. 

As it invariably does when- 
ever India play these days, the 
turning point came with the dis- 
missal of Sachin Tendulkar, 
stumped by Stewart off the 
bowling of Matthew Renting for 
91 . Prior to that moment, the In- 
dian captain had brought his 
team within a bat's length of vic- 
tory, with a near faultless dis- 
play of how to chase runs under 
pressure. 

But if Tendulkar's perfor- 
mance befitted a man whose ex- 
perience extends to 168 one-day 
caps, spare a thought for Flem- 
ing, who with 167 caps less, 
bowled 10 telling overs at the 
death, a pressurised period, 
when the game could have 
gone either way. 

Sweating profusely, and with 
his trademark Swan Vfesta com- 
plexion, he operated with a 
mixture of military precision and 
the guile of the backstreet 
bazaar. Indeed he was just the 
major component in a good day 
for the Kent bowlers on display, 
as Mark Ealham and Dean 
Headley chipped in with two 
wickets apiece. ■ 

Having learnt to cope with 
pressure captaining a group of 
squaddies on the streets of 
Belfast, Fleming’s debut was 
probably a stroll in the park. 
Thirty-three years old today, 
Fleming's 4 for 45 here has 
shown that just occasionally, in 
this ageist world, life can indeed 
be sweet and he must have run 
Stewart perilously close for the 
man of the match reward. 

In between the fine perfor- 
mances of the two, however, Hol- 
lioake's men were not immune 
to some poor cricket. Although 
they fielded weB, and bowled tidi- 


ly. the later order batting col- 
lapsed. Losing eight wickets for 
just 41 runs in the last 10 overs 
is not usual when it is the oppo- 
sition who are under pressure. 

Hollioake may be a staunch 
advocate of getting his side to 
play intensive cricket, yet be has 
to realise that it must be played 
with the head as well as the 
body, something the middle 
order simply failed to do. 

The glaring exception was 
■Stewart, whose innings was sim- 
ply a gem and one lustrous by 
even his own highly polished 
standards. Strangely for a man 
playing his 91st one-day in- 
ternational, it was only his sec- 
ond hundred, the other coming 
against Pakistan at bis beloved 
Oval in 1992. 

Content at the start, to watch 
his opening partner Alistair 
Brown attempt the aerial route 
during the first 15 overs, Stew- 
art opted instead to find the gaps 
at ground level. Employing a 
ramrod straight bat and deft 
wristwork, he twice drove the ball 
back past India's tall opening 
bowler Abey Kuruvilla for four. 

Far from being isolated mo- 
ments to savour, these were but 


two sumptuous memories in a 
Babeile's feast full of delirious 
explosions. Even when Brown 
was out, mistimin g a lofted dri- 
ve off Kuruvilla to Saurav Gan- 
guly at mid-on, the velvet 
carnage continued as India's 
bonders were made to consid- 
er alternative occupations. 

With Nick Knight adding his 
own, more muscular brand of 
strokeplay, the pair added 89 in 
17 overs, before Knight, tied 
down by some clever off-spin 
bowling from Rajesh Chauhan, 
holed out at long-on. 

At this stage, England were 
131 for 2 and looking set for a 
score around the 300 mark. 
Sensing the danger, India's cap- 
tain Tendulkar brought himself 
on to try his unadulterated dol- 
ly mixtures. Unimpressed, Stew- 
art treated the assortment with 
regal disdain by plonking suc- 
cessive rolled leg-breaks back 
over the bowler's head for four. 

As the scores indicate -only 
England's top four batsmen 
made double figures - the top 
order bad the better of the 
conditions. The pitch, resem- 



FOOTBALL . 

Plans to put 
the game on 
another planet 


England's Alec Stewart cuts the ball to the boundary during his innings of 1 16 in Sharjah yesterday 


Photograph: ChrisTurvey/Empics 


bling a marble slab but coming 
on like plasticine, made stroke- 
play difficult, particularly once 
the hardness had gone from the 
ball, which as it dirtied with use, 
also became progressively 
difficult to pick up under the 
floodlights. 

Having helped guide an ap- 
prehensive looking Graeme 
Hick through the early stages of 
his innings, Stewart began to lose 
momentum. Having scratched 
about early on. Hick eventual- 
ly made 32, including a tower- 
ing straight six off the impressive 
Chauhan, before dragging a 


wide long-hop onto his stumps. 

Once Stewart passed the hun- 
dred mark, off just 92 balls, he 
began to fade slightly and his dis- 
missal. caught by Azharuddin at 
extra cover off Kumble, seemed 
a somewhat inappropriate end to 
such an auspicious knock. 

Later, when England 
bowled, he missed two early 
catches - one sharp, the other 
regulation - off Dean Headley 
behind the stumps. Making him 
open and keep wicket may yet 
have to be reconsidered before 
that opening Test in Jamaica at 
the end of January. 


.SHARIAHJ.COREBOARP. 

(India Won loss, 

ENGLAND 

A D Brown c Ganguly b Kuuvilta — IB 

f A J Stewart y Azharuddin b Kumble 116 

N V Knight c Kumble b Chauhan . 42 

G A rtch b Kuruvilla -....32 

*A J Hollioake b Kuruvilla „..4 

M A Eaham run out .9 

G P Thorpe run out — 3 

M V Fleming c Karm b Snnath ...9 

D R Brown c TenduBvar b Snnath 6 

ROB Croft c hiruvilta b Srnath - ...5 

D W Headley not out 1 

Extras flb4, wU 3 

Total (495 overs) — 250 

F aJh 1-42. 2-131. 3-209. 4-211. 5-215, 6-218. 7-232, 8- 
237. 9-248. 

Bowling: Snnath 95-0-37-3: KuruviRa 10-0-50-3; hum- 
ble 10-0-53-1; Smgh 6-0-34-0; Ganguly 2-0-14-0; 
Chauhan 9-0-34-1: Tendulkar 4-0-34-0 


INDIA 

tS S Karim o Croft b Headley 

S C Ganguly b Ealham , 

N S Stdhu c HoBoafce b Eatfiam 


29 

129 

3 

*S R Tendulkar st Stewart b Fleming —91 

M Azharuddin c Headley b Hotoate.... — .3 

A D Jadeja c Thorpe b FTerrwig 50 

R R Singh ttw b Fleming 12 


A Kumble run out - — .2 

R K Chauhan b Fleming — - - —.12 

J Snnath b Headley .3 

A Kuruvilla not out 1 


Extras (IbS, w3, nb2).., 
Total (493 overs) . 


— ................. 2 

2*3 


Fait 1-60 2-64. 3-65, 4-74, 5-182, 6-207, 7-223, 6232. 
9-237. 

Bowing: D R Brown 7-0-44-0; Headtey 9-0-38-2: Eatwm 
30-0-43-2; HoBoake 9-1-38-1; Croft 5-0-32-0; Fleming 
9L3-0-45-4, 

Umpires: S A Bucknor (W Intfes) and KT Francis (Sri Lanka). 


The RwtbaH League went into 
space yesterday, as they named 
each of the five options forie? 
structuring after one of the 
planets. Under another of .the 
revolutionary proposals, dribs 
could face penalty shoot-outs. 

As well as discussing the pos- 
sible restructuring of the current 
format to include a Super 
League, the 72 dub chairmen 
were contemplating radical rule 
changes. 

They irKduderegicHjalisatioa 
of the league, awarding bonus 
points for teams leading at the 
end of each half and points-for- 

n nnnin g mar gins. And slSO.QD 
the agenda are penalty shoot- 
outs between sides after draws. 

The league hope that In- 
creasing the number of pro- 
motion and rel egatioo- places at - 
stake, the number of “mean- 
ingless matches” can be min- 
imised and interest increased. 

The Football League chair- 
man, David Sheepshanks, said: 
^ think it is essential that we ad- 
dress change; Of the 72dubs58 
made an operational loss last 
year. The average share of TV 
revenue in the Premiership is 
£8m, in the league it is £800,000” 

“In order to thrive in the fu- 
ture the Football League needs 
to become more market led and 
provide competition Tor its 
member clubs that best serves 
the needs of our customers. 

The five options for re- 
structuring: 

1 Option Earth represents 
the current structure of three di- 
visions of 24 dubs with 10 pro- 
motion places up for grabs.- - 

2 Option Mars proposes a 
First Division of 20 dubs, two 
divisions of 26 teams arid with 
five clubs swapping places be- 
tween division two and three, IZ 
promotion places available. 

3 Option Jupiter would have 
four divisions of either 18 or 20 
dubs. In the first instance, there 
would be 12 promotion places, 
in the second there would be! 4 
and eight dubs would need to be 
co-opted from the Vbuxhall Con- 
ference to make up the numbers. 

4 Option Saturn proposes six 
divisions of 12 dubs each with 
IS promotion places. This op- 
tion also includes the possibil- 
ity of relegation play-offs 
meaning that in the six divisions, 
only one out of the 72 dubs 
would not be involved in either 
promotion or relegation issues 
at the end of the season.t 

5 Option Pluto would have 
a 12-dub Super League, plus 
two divisions of 24 clubs and a 
further division with 12 mem- 
bers, giving 13 promotion 
places. 

-Phil Casey 

Ferguson may buy, page 27 



#our 
0 with 

today’ 


al 


... -v fitc *-#4 


r . r .. M r v ** 


P 


. . 

S ?-■ '•* 




i 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


No. 3480. Friday 12 December 


By Phi 


Thursday's solution 



ACROSS 

I Stolen silverware - some- 
thing used in the kitchen? 
13-51 

5 Boy found among most of 
elite dashing types (6) 

9 Trusted friend is to change 
and say nothing (5, 3) 

10 Doctor rejected love rival 
in second-rate film ( 1-5) 

I I Where you’ll pay to cross 
Forth - pounds put in also 
heading for Hull (8) 

12 Team not bound to have a 
change of heart (6) 

14 Material for defence in 

sharply -worded telegram 

<6,4) 

18 Finniyplanted for all 
time? There's a surprise! 


23 Various players with little 
old in 


time for old instrument (8) 

24 Anger about soccer team 
that's knocked back medi- 
cine (6) 

25 Is graduate able to conceal 
mistake? Capital (8) 

26 New film turned me into a 
roue (6) 

27 Blade -you'll find end of it 
in agonised T S Eliot (S) 


13 


15 


16 


“Demon ale” would mis- 
represent this! (8) 

Bird and dog interact 
smoothly (8) 

Go into place, appearing 
calm (8) 

Started job reconstructing 
decorative items (6,4) 
Pledge to clothe women - 
I’m providing bikinis? (8) 
Moralist at work shows 


17 


(4,1,5) 
22 Son, 


e snare-drummer's 
back to make a killing (6) 


DOWN 

1 Man with many skills 

makes a suit (6) 19 

2 Story about avoiding booze 
is gossip (6) 

3 Slow pieces of music - 20 

some popular - go slowly 

( 6 ) 

4 Drunk with added alcohol, 21 
but not inclined to carouse 
(5-5) 


generosity of spirit (S) 
Fruit chap obtained from 
Irish town (8) 


Girl wanting to catch 1 oft- 
en is al) 


! over the place 


edshot 
16) 

Animal that nips may 
cause worry without hesi 
lion (6) 

trench hero Ney finally 
organised in company (6) 


ta- 


RUGBY UNION 


Brittle revives amateurism 
in plan for another new era 


Two years ago rugby 
union struggled to 
accept the concept of 
professionalism. The 
switch from amateurism 
has been dogged with 
trouble and strife. 
Yesterday, the reforming 
radical. Cliff Brittle, 
delivered a new vision of 
the game which is bound 
to create a stir. 

David L/evveftyn examines 
the proposals 


OPuhluJual hv Newspaper Publishing PLC. 1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London EM 5DL. and pnmctl at Mirror Colour Prtu. St 
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Just 27 months after going pro- 
fessional rugby union is poised 
to revert to amateurism. If Cliff 
Brittle has his way the game in 
England will next year adopt a 
radical set of plans drawn up by 
the chairman of the Rugby 
Football Union's management 
board to get it back on its fi- 
nancial feet. 

Brittle's vision, entitled 
“Rugby Restructure 2000". has 
taken nine months to prepare 
and entails creating a two tier 
game. The top 34 clubs in the 
Allied Dunbar Premiership re- 
main professional, while clubs 
below that level would revert to 
amateur slams, or at best semi- 
professionalism. 

There is also a plan to cre- 
ate an England Amateur XV 
for which caps would be award- 
ed, a reformation of the coun- 
ty championship which would 
be the intermediate stage to full 
amateur honours, and below 


that an amateur league. Brittle 
wants to see ibe changes im- 
plemented and in place by 
2000 . 

The reasons for what 
amounts to a total restructuring 
of the administration of the 
game were laid out by Brittle, 
who said: “The game is finan- 
cially unsustainable the way 
that we are going at the mo- 
ment The first job is to balance 
the books. We are haemor- 
rhaging money, while dubs 
are losing teams and players 
because they cannot afford 
to sustain them. The RFU has 
underachieved consistently 
when compared with the south- 
ern hemisphere unions.” 

To that end Brittle predicts 
that if his proposals, or similar, 
are adopted then Twickenham's 
annual turnover of £5 0m could 
be increased five or sixfold 
within the next 10 years. Chief 
contributor to a projected an- 
nual turaqver of £250m-£300m 
would be the RFU’s own tele- 
vision company. Brittle stressed 
that present contracts with 
BSkyB and other broadcasters 
and sponsors would be hon- 
oured. But by the lime the 
satellite deal runs out in a 
decade's time Twickenham 
could well have its own broad- 
casting company in place. 

The spin-offs for RFU TV 
would rake in a lot of cash, from 
videos of classic maiches, such 
as England's draw against the 
All Blacks last weekend, to the 
sale to other television compa- 
nies all over the world of live 
feeds, delayed transmission of 


a complete match, or simply 
highlights for sports pro- 
grammes or dips for news 
broadcasts. 

Among Brittle’s other pro- 
posals is the scrapping of the 
present council comprising rep- 
resentatives of the counties and 
constituent bodies all over the 
country and instead setting up 
five provincial unions. These 
would run the game at grass 
roots level more efficiently and 
cost effectively. Brittle believes, 
than Twickenham does at the 
moment. 

At the professional end of 
the game, Brittle envisages the 
formation of Club England 
which would be administered by 
a small board of experts. 

There would be a rationale 
-■yet to be worked out - to lim- 
it the number of overseas play- 
ers currently playing top flight 
club rugby to the detriment of 
home-bred players. 

The whole paper, which was 
sent out to RFU council mem- 
bers yesterday, would have to be 
put to the 1998 AGM or an 
SGM, but in the meantime 
Brittle is happy to compromise 
and adapt. All he insists upon 
is that something is done. 

"We have wasted the last 
two years,” Brittle said, refer- 
ring to the time that has elapsed 
since the International Board 
announced the abandonment 
of the concept of amateurism 
with do concrete plan being 
introduced to restructure the 
game and embrace the profes- 
sional age in a commercial 
manner. 
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The New Millennium Watch 
(PRICES START prom £650) 

Alfred Dunhill watches are avail*,, 

* AVAILABLE AT 5ELECTED 

BRANCHES OF THE GOLDSMITHS CROUP 
ONE OT THE LEAD.NG «,. 4 , |Ty ’ , 

~ jewellers in the country . 

OVER ,20 BRANCHES NATroNW.DE. . - 
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